Place name Benacre

Other name-

Street 1 to 3 Rebecca Drive
Locality  Sale
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Precinct:  Not in precinct
Easting
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Description Benacre is a large Victorian weatherboard villa situated in rolling lawns and surrounded by established exotic
plantings and shrubs. Symmetrical in form, the house is surrounded by a convex verandah supported on chamfered
posts with elegant Art Noveau timber brackets. A series of long casement windows open out onto the verandah.
The location of the corbelled chimneys suggests the western aspect of the original facade, which originally faced

on to Patten Street.

Externally the house appears intact to its Victorian date of construction, possibly with later verandah
embellishment. The garden is also very intact, and the gates to the property remains at 40-42 Patten Street. There
are a number of mature trees in the garden including Italian cypresses, other conifers and peppercorn trees.
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Wall Materials Roof Materials

‘House Victorian

Weatherboard Corrugated iron

Condition Good
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7. BUILDING SETTLEMENTS & TOW
7.1 Ports

History A branch of the Gooch family occupied Benacre in the 1890s.(1) Charlie Lyon later established a model milking
shed at Benacre after the First World War. It was around 30 acres, and Lyon also owned Araluen and other land on
the morass. The farm which was managed by C. E. Kingswell, was a showpiece for visitors.(2) Subsequent owners
include the Atkinson family and later Charlie McColl.(3)

The wrought iron gates, originally built for the hospital in 1884, were removed in 1960 and salvaged by the then
owner of Benacre who had trained as a nurse at the hospital.(4) The gates were added to the property at the

entrance off Patten Street.

The current owners, Kevin and Pat Heart, subdivided the property in the early 1980s and consequently the gates
now form entries to two new residences off Patten Street, and Benacre has a new address in Rebecca Drive.
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Statement of significance Benacre, comprising the house and garden at 1-3 Rebecca Drive, Sale is of local aesthetic and
historic significance to Wellington Shire. Aesthetically, Benacre is significant as an outstanding
example of large Victorian villa, which is complemented by a mature garden that demonstrates
typical Victorian and Edwardian layout. Historically, it is significant as a now rare example of a
former farm house associated with prominent families of the region. (RNE criteria A.4, D.2 & E.1)
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