Place name Woodcot Park Survey Date: 31/07/2002

Other name Id: 691
Street Tannery Road Last Update 9/03/2005
Locality Tarraville Postcode 3971

Official Locality Property No

L ocal Government Area Wellington Shire Property Info

Precinct: Not in precinct

Easting Northing

Map 8220

Wor kshop number Workshop votes

Field survey number Community priority

Designer Builder

Owner ship Built Date 1855 Change Date

Description Former Use: 1855 ; RESIDENTIAL

Condition

History

Date Started 1855; Date Finished ; Storeys 1;

RESIDENCE;

Walls TIMBER;

Roof CORRUGATED IRON;

Style: Victorian Period (1851-1901) Georgian (Victorian Heritage Register H649).

The house at Wood Cot Park is exceptional for the area and the era; the hall and two flanking rooms possessing a
combined width of some 18.3 m (60 feet). These rooms open onto a verandah, roofed with a concave section,
hipped roof which is supported on heavy stop-chamfered posts and decorated with a zig-zag edged, pierced timber
frieze. The posts are said to be replacements of panelled supports. The openings to the verandah are all via double,
one-sixth opaque panelled glazed doors; the hallway doors possessing sidelights and a basket-arch top-light. The
flanking rooms possess unusual five-light window bays with panelled timber reveals. The ceilings have beaded
timber lining boards and a cast-iron centre-flower: the walls are lathe and plaster. The flooring and joinery timber¢
appear to be imported hardwoods.

The external lining is, however of the greatest importance.The generally wide softwood boards (sometimes randorr
length and width) are butt-joined flush to provide a base for a canvas cladding which was stretched from the
external plinth to the eaves and then given a paint finish; the cloth survives only under the plinth. The intention w
to simulate stuccoed masonry and was used in rare cases, described as ‘oil-cloth” cladding. This form of cladding
extended around three sides of the house; the rear face and attached kitchen being of two types of weatherboard
(beaded softwood and square edged hardwood). The third cladding type used on what may have been a detached
kitchen (since attached) is broad-gauge corugated iron. Thisis fixed to one wall of an iron-framed (prefabricated)
structure with a softwood stud and braced sub-frame. The frame type is similar to that manufactured by J. A. Porte
of Birmingham (Butler 1982:32).

Integrity

First land owner. James Neilson, 17/12/1853, 307 pounds 4 shillings.

According to the Rev. George Cox, Neilson was Aeneas Ranaldson Macdonnell’s butler (of the Glengarry Clan)
when he journeyed to Port Albert from Sydney in 1841, to set up his model dairy farm on a site adjoining the
Yarram area (later called Greenmount). When Glengarry sold up and departed to Sydney in 1842, Neilson
remained and reputedly built a wattle and daub but at the Old Port for Charles Tyers, Land Commissioner, when hi
arrived in 1844. Heis also said to have constructed the Royal Hotel which was an extensive brick building of
twenty-four rooms (as described in 1861) in the same year at Tarraville on Reeve’s Survey (now demolished) (1).

Neilson’s wife died in 1852. He fol lowed suit seven years later being apparently deeply in debt at thetimeand it is
said that he shot himself. He was 49 (2).

Neilson constructed most of what survives today of Wood Cot Park probably between 1854 and late 1855: his
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Heritage ProtectionsRegister Reference Zoning Status
National Trust Register B5552 File only
Planning Scheme HO18 Listed
Victorian Heritage Register H649 Listed

address was given as Wood Cot Park in a Gippdand Guardian of 1855. By 1861, Wood Cot Park was advertised
for salein the following terms: the house was “not equalled in the district” for “position and € egance”: “The
Drawing and Dining Rooms, as aso the Hall, have been completed with great taste and kill, and at enormous
expense”’. An attached kitchen and associated store-rooms both of which still exist, were described along with a
“large and costly” water tank, barn, coach house, 3 stall stable and loft. The lawn at the front of the house was
“tastefully laid out” and the orchard nearby was well stocked with fruit trees, vines and “rare shrubs” (3). An earlie
advertisement described the house as being of six rooms and a detached kitchen, servant’s quarters and store-room:
(4). The property was not sold and Jessie Neilson occupied it until 1865.

Neilson’s trustees, William Disher, Robert Burn and George (Dr.) Hedley sold the property to George Dunderdale
in 1873 (6) which he occupied until 1886, serving as the clerk of the Court of Petty Sessions at Palmerston (7). Th
butcher, Archibald Macphail owned and occupied Wood Cot Park from 1890 until well into this century: his family
owning the property to the present (8).

Neilson’s connection with the Lord of Glengarry (9) may include possession of one of the “frame houses” brought
by Glengarry to the Alberton district in 1841, it being generally accepted that the houses were sold and not
demounted. Ancther notion is that this was the “Iron Store” once occupied by merchant John Hood (manufacturer,
Porter Brothers and Stuart of Birmingham) at Port Albert and later as atemporary immigration depot gv: thiswas
two-storey building and thus seems unlikely. Another iron frame member and several timber trusses are stored at
Wood Cot Park from a section of this building which was demolished (11).

National Estate

Resear ch Required

Recommendations

Fieldwork priority?
Stage 1 Ranking Assessed & protected Stage 2 priority No Action: Already include
Final Ranking State significance Final Recommendation Amendment C26

Statement of significance Wood Cot Park has retained its setting of a flanking orchard, hedgerows and the nearby Tarra River

demonstrates the ease by which materials might be landed for the construction of the house.

It is of high importance of the State as a verified and surviving exemplar of an early comfortable
residence in the Gippsland district which was made possible by a revitalisation brought by the
discovery of gold, after ten years of development in the district, generally and a lesser period of
establishment by its owner, James Neilson who himself islinked with the first period of Gippsland
Settlement and one of the more romantic tales of early settlement in Victoria, in respect to the Lord
of Glengarry.

The house is perhaps the only existing example of an “oil-cloth” clad building and attached, at the
rear, is a prefabricated iron-frame building which is one of relatively few to survive in-situ, in
Victoria (Butler 1982:32).

Extent of designation The whole of the residence an

I nfor mant
Notes

Follow up
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