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Past Bushfire History:
A review of historic bushfire mapping for this part of Victoria reveals that there have been two significant fires within the general vicinity of the Development Plan area:

• The fires that burnt around Gormandale in 2003. This fire started in a State Park approximately 10 kilometres to the south of the site and burnt to the west. The extent of 
this fire can be seen in the mapping below; and,

• The fire that burnt between Rosedale and Longford in January 2019. This fire started approximately 3 kilometres to the southeast of the site and burnt away from it 
while fanned by a strong westerly wind. The extent of this fire can be seen in the mapping below.

There were no impacts upon the development plan area as a result of either fire.

Subject site Subject site

Map of the 2019 Rosedale Fire Map of the Great Divide Fires of 2007 and the 

2003 Fires
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Legend:

Subject Site:
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Threat Vegetation:

Bushfire Hazard Landscape Assessment:

The Broader landscape around the development plan is rated as Type 1 due to the:

• fact that the development site enjoys high quality road access to both the Princes Highway and Rosedale-Longford Road within 1.2 kilometres to the north via Willung 

Road, as well as a secondary access to Rosedale township via Friends Road. Both of these access points are through grazed farmland or the Rosedale township;

• lack of significant threat vegetation around it; and,

• availability of reticulated water supply.

Likely Fire Scenario:

The most likely fire scenario would be a 

grass fire burning through farmland to the 

south on a southwesterly wind.

It is also possible that a fire burning on a 

southerly wind in the timber plantation 

1.7km to the south could lead to an 

ember attack.

Given there is mostly maintained 

landscaping within residential properties 

around the site on its north, east and west 

sides and grazed farmland to the south, 

the likelihood of a significant fire 

impacting the development plan area is 

minimal.

Access between the Development Plan 

area and the Rosedale, which is located 

1.2km to the north, is available via Willung 

Road or Friends Road. Both of these 

roads are in good condition.

Rosedale and the larger centres of 

Traralgon and Sale to the west and east 

respectively accommodate a significant 

number of emergency evacuation 

facilities. These larger centres are 

accessible via the Princes Highway 1.5km 

to the north. It runs through grazed 

farmland to both centres.

Land bound by Friends Road, 
Williams Road, Willung Road 

and Hoopers Road

Holey Plains 

State Forest

Map showing the site (outlined yellow) with respect 

to the nearest threat vegetation, i.e. grassland and 

a plantation with a 3.2km fire run to the south
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Surrounding land use and development

The development plan area is surrounded by:

• Williams Road along its north boundary. 

This road reserve has a width of 60 metres 

and is developed with a two-way gravel 

road. Rural-style grassed drainage runs 

along each side. Land on the opposite 

(north) side of Williams Road is zoned Low 

Density Residential, but is presently used 

for cattle grazing;

• Willung Road along its east boundary. This 

road reserve has a width of 60 metres and 

is developed with a two-way, bitumen-

sealed road. Rural-style grassed drainage 

runs along each side. Land on the 

opposite (east) side of Willung Road is 

zoned Farming and is presently used for 

cattle grazing;

• Hoopers Road along its south boundary. 

This road reserve has a width of 20 metres 

and is developed with a two-way, gravel 

road. Rural-style grassed drainage runs 

along each side. Land on the opposite 

(south) side of Williams Road is zoned 

Farming and is presently used for cattle 

grazing;

• Friends Road along its west boundary. This 

road reserve has a width of 20 metres and 

is developed with a two-way, bitumen-

sealed road. Rural-style grassed drainage 

runs along each side. Land on the 

opposite (north) side of Williams Road is 

zoned Rural Living and is presently used 

for rural residential development with 

typically well maintained landscaping.

Legend:

Subject Site:

1km radius:

Threat Vegetation (none):

Rosedale 

Township

Grazed farmland

Grazed farmland

Grazed 

farmland

Rural Residential 

properties

Road upgrades associated with the Development Plan, which will improve evacuation capacity:

The Development Plan includes the upgrading of Hoopers and Williams Roads to a bitumen standard and will also 

facilitate construction of two new north-south running bitumen roads through the site. These additions will provide 

additional access options for residents seeking to access Rosedale township either via Friends or Willung Road 

during an evacuation. This, along with the access to reticulated town water, will provide the residents of the 

proposed development excellent access to assistance from emergency services in the event of a fire.

Assessment of Local Conditions:

View looking west along Williams Rd

View looking north up Willung Rd

View looking west along Hoopers Rd

View looking south down Friends Rd

Land bound by Friends Road, 
Williams Road, Willung Road 

and Hoopers Road
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The subject site is surrounded by:

• Grassland vegetation that is 0-5º downslope on 

the opposite (north) side of Williams Road. This 

grassland/pasture is grazed by livestock, as can 

be seen in the photograph below;

• Grassland vegetation that is 0-5º downslope on 

the opposite (east) side of Willung Road. This 

grassland/pasture is grazed by livestock, as can 

be seen in the photograph opposite;

• Grassland vegetation that is upslope on the 

opposite (south) side of Hoopers Road. This 

grassland/pasture is grazed by livestock, as can 

be seen in the photograph opposite;

• Low threat vegetation on the opposite (west) side 

of Friends Road. This vegetation sits within 

landscaping around rural residential properties, as 

can be seen in the photograph opposite. It is 

maintained by private land owners and can be 

irrigated using the reticulated water supply;

Low Threat 

Vegetation 

(Managed 

landscaping) 

Grassland Upslope 

0º-5º

View looking north across the grazed, irrigated 
pasture on the Development Plan’s south side

View across the grazed pasture on the north side of Williams 
Road from the Development Plan area

View looking northeast across the grazed pasture on the 
opposite (east) side of Willung Road from the Development 

Plan area

Grassland 

Downslope 0º-5º

Grassland 

Downslope 

0º-5º

Low Threat 

Vegetation 

(Managed 

landscaping) 

Assessment of Neighbourhood Conditions:
Photo looking southwest across the grazed pasture, on the 

opposite (south) side of Hoopers Road from the Development 
Plan area

Land bound by Friends Road, 
Williams Road, Willung Road 

and Hoopers Road
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Externally, the subject site is surrounded by:

• Low threat vegetation to its west. This means that properties on the western fringe of the development plan area can be developed at BAL12.5;

• Grassland on a downslope of 0º-5º to its north, south and east. This vegetation is grazed. As can be seen below, lots in the proposed development plan are either:

i. separated from the grassland by an existing or proposed road reserve with width of at least 20 metres; and/or,

ii. Over 7,000m² in area with the grassland vegetation adjacent to their rear yards.

These factors will allow them to easily accommodate 19-22 metres of defendable space between them and the grassland, which supports BAL12.5 construction.

Legend:

Land within 19m setback of grassland:

Land within 22m setback of grassland:

Assessment of the site for development:

Image of the fringes of the Development Plan showing how far a 19-22 metre setback from grassland vegetation encroaches into the site or roadways

Land bound by Friends Road, 
Williams Road, Willung Road 

and Hoopers Road

Low Threat 

Vegetation 

(Managed 

landscaping) 

Grassland Upslope 

0º-5º

Grassland 

Downslope 0º-5º

Grassland 

Downslope 

0º-5º

Low Threat 

Vegetation 

(Managed 

landscaping) 
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