
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minutes 
Unscheduled Council Meeting 
 
 
 

Tuesday 27 October 2026, commencing at 5:00 PM 
 
Cr Cindy Madeley (Mayor) David Morcom, Chief Executive Officer 

Cr Liz Foat (Deputy Mayor) Chris Hastie, General Manager Built & Natural Environment 

Cr Geoff Wells      Arthur Skipitaris, General Manager Corporate Services 

Cr Scott Rossetti Renae Littlejohn, General Manager Development 

Cr Carmel Ripper Kim Salleh, Manager Customer & Communications 

Cr John Tatterson  Nikola Faberova, Corporate Governance Officer 

Cr Edward Lowe (online) 

Cr Garry Stephens (online)  

 

 

APOLOGIES 
Cr Catherine Bannerman – Apology  
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COUNCIL MEETING INFORMATION 
 
Members of the public gallery should note that the Council records and publishes Council meetings 

via YouTube to enhance the accessibility of Council meetings to the broader Wellington 

community.  These recordings are also published and archived on Council's Website for viewing by 

the public. Recordings may be used for publicity or information purposes. 

   

Members of the public in attendance at the Council meeting who wish to communicate with the 

Council regarding an agenda item or any other matter should advise the Mayor, ideally prior to the 

meeting starting, to ensure that their submission is called at the appropriate time during the 

meeting. 

  

Would gallery visitors, Councillors and invited online attendees please ensure that mobile phones 

and other electronic devices are turned off or in silent mode for the duration of the meeting. 

 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 
Working together to make a difference. We listen and lead to provide quality services that improve 

life for all. 

 
 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 
 

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the land, the Gunaikurnai people. We pay our 

respects to their Elders past and present and acknowledge their ongoing cultural and spiritual 

connections to their land and waters.  

 
 

RECOGNITION OF COMMUNITY 
 
We recognise the entire Wellington Shire community, including visitors to our shire, for their 

collective efforts in protecting and preserving the land, water, air, and history, and for making this a 

better place to live and work for current and future generations. 
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1. APOLOGIES 
 
COUNCILLOR BANNERMAN – Apology 
 
 

2. DECLARATION OF CONFLICT/S OF INTEREST 
 
NIL 
 
 

3. GENERAL MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES 
 
3.1. CONSIDERATION OF 2025/26 ANNUAL REPORT 

 
ACTION OFFICER: MANAGER GOVERNANCE 
 
PURPOSE 
 
To receive and consider Wellington Shire Council’s Annual Report 2025/26, as attached.  
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council receive and consider the Annual Report 2025/26, as attached, presented 
by the Mayor, in accordance with Section 100(1) of the Local Government Act 2020.  

COUNCILLOR FOAT / COUNCILLOR TATTERSON 

That Council receive and consider the Annual Report 2025/26, as attached, presented 
by the Mayor, in accordance with Section 100(1) of the Local Government Act 2020.  

CARRIED 

The Chair informed that Annual Report 2025/26 provides a comprehensive account of 
Council’s performance over the 12-month period from 1 July 2025 to 30 June 2026 and 
outlines our progress in delivering the strategic directions set out in the Council Plan 2025-
29, while remaining accountable to our community through responsible financial 
management as outlined in the 2025/26 Council Budget.  

Following the resolution of Item 3.1 Councillor Lowe joined the meeting online at 5:05pm.  

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Each financial year, Council prepares an annual report which meets legislative requirements 
and informs the community about Council’s previous year's financial performance and 
achievements, particularly against the strategic objectives and initiatives outlined in the 
Council Plan. 
 
The Annual Report includes: 
 

• the Report of Operations  

• the audited Performance Statement  

• the audited Financial Statements.  
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ATTACHMENTS 
 
1. Wellington Shire Council Annual Report 2025-26 pdf [3.1.1 - 234 pages] 
 
 
OPTIONS 
 
Council has the following options available: 
 

1. To receive and consider the Annual Report 2025/26; or  

2. Not to receive and consider the Annual Report 2025/26 at this meeting and refer it to 

another council meeting.   

 
 
PROPOSAL 
 
That Council receive and consider the Annual Report 2025/26 in accordance with the Local 
Government Act 2020.  
 
 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
No staff and/or contractors involved in the compilation of this report have declared a conflict 
of interest. 
 
 
COUNCIL PLAN 2025-29 
 
While this report does not meet a specific Council Plan strategic objective, it aligns with good 
governance.   
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 
This impact has been assessed and there is no effect to consider at this time. 
 
 
COMMUNICATION IMPACT 
 
This impact has been assessed and there is no effect to consider at this time. 
 
 
LEGISLATIVE IMPACT 
 
The Annual Report is being presented in accordance with Council’s obligations under 
Section 100 of the Local Government Act 2020 which states ‘the Mayor must report on the 
implementation of the Council Plan by presenting the annual report at a Council meeting 
open to the public within 4 months of the end of the financial year’.   
 
Council’s Annual Report 2025/26 has been prepared in accordance with the Local 
Government Act 2020, the Local Government (Governance and Integrity) Regulations 2020 
and the Local Government (Planning and Reporting) Regulations 2020.  
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COUNCIL POLICY IMPACT 
 
This impact has been assessed and there is no effect to consider at this time. 
 
 
RESOURCES AND STAFF IMPACT 
 
This impact has been assessed and there is no effect to consider at this time. 
 
 
COMMUNITY IMPACT 
 
This impact has been assessed and there is no effect to consider at this time. 

 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
 
This impact has been assessed and there is no effect to consider at this time. 
 
 
ENGAGEMENT IMPACT 
 
This impact has been assessed and there is no effect to consider at this time. 
 
 
RISK MANAGEMENT IMPACT 
 
This impact has been assessed and there is no effect to consider at this time. 
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4. FURTHER GALLERY AND ONLINE COMMENTS 
 
 

Gallery comments are an opportunity for members of the public to raise any particular 
matter they wish. This allows those in the gallery to speak directly to Councillors but is not 
a forum designed for open discussion or debate. We will listen respectfully to what you 
have to say and make the commitment that if your query requires a written response, we 
will advise you that a response will be forthcoming, and a copy of that response will be 
circulated to all Councillors. 
 
This is not a forum for members of the public to lodge complaints against individuals, 
including Councillors and staff, particularly as that individual gets no public right of reply to 
any matter raised. We take complaints seriously, and in line with the guidance from the 
Victorian Ombudsman and the local Government Inspectorate, we request that any 
specific complaint against an individual be put in writing. This way, your concern can be 
properly dealt with while ensuring fairness to all parties concerned. 
 
If you wish to speak, we remind you that this part of the meeting is being recorded and 
broadcast on our website. Council’s official Minutes will record that you have spoken to 
Council and the subject you spoke to Council about but will not record specific comments. 
We ask you to state your name in full, where you are from, and you have three minutes. 

 
 
ONLINE COMMENTS  
 
NIL 
 
 
FURTHER GALLERY COMMENTS  
 
NIL 
 
 
Meeting declared closed at: 5:07pm. 
  
The live streaming of this Council meeting will now come to a close. 
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