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As the COVID-19 physical distancing requirements remain in place, the “Minister’s Good 

Practice Guideline MGPG-1: Virtual Meetings”, issued by the Minister for Local 

Government, continue to apply. Pursuant to section 87 of the Local Government Act 2020, 

these guidelines ensure that local Government decision making can continue in line with 

COVID-19 requirements and further details can be found on the Local Government 

Victoria website. 

 

These guidelines took effect from 1st May 2020 and will remain in place through to 1st 

November 2020. 

 

While members of the public can no longer attend meetings in person, we have provided 

options for you to interact with us virtually via our Council Meetings page on the Wellington 

Shire Council Website. You are able to interact with Council in two ways: 

• Email through a specific question or comment relating to a particular Council 

Agenda item no later than 1:00pm on the day of the Council Meeting; or 

• For general communication with Council, via the webcasting chat room early in the 

meeting to ensure that your submissions can be dealt with at the end of the 

meeting. 

 

While we face a new way of gathering, we thank you for your continued support and look 

forward to a new way of keeping in touch with all of Wellington Shire. 

 
 
 

 
  

Council Meeting Information 
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“We acknowledge the traditional custodians  
of this land the Gunaikurnai people, 

and pay respects to their elders past and present.” 

 
 

“Almighty God, we ask your blessing upon the Wellington 
Shire Council, its Councillors, officers, staff and their families. 

We pray for your guidance in our decisions so that the 
true good of the Wellington Shire Council may result to 

the benefit of all residents and community groups.” 
Amen 

 
 
 
 

PRAYER 

STATEMENT OF ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

A - PROCEDURAL 
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A4 CONFIRMATION OF 

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS 
COUNCIL MEETING/S 

 
   

A - PROCEDURAL 
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ITEM A4 ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING/S 
ACTION OFFICER:  GENERAL MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES 

DATE:    18 AUGUST 2020 

 
 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 
To adopt the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting of 4 August 2020. 
 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE GALLERY 
 
 

 
 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
No staff and/or contractors involved in the compilation of this report have declared a conflict of 
interest. 
 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council adopt the minutes and resolutions of the Ordinary Council Meeting of  
4 August 2020. 
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A8 RECEIVING OF PETITIONS 

OR JOINT LETTERS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

A - PROCEDURAL 
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ITEM A8(1) OUTSTANDING PETITIONS 
ACTION OFFICER GOVERNANCE 

DATE: 21 JULY 2020 

 
 

ITEM FROM 
MEETING COMMENTS ACTION BY 

Request for 
Gormandale Bike 
Track/Pump Track 

4 August 2020 Under assessment and response to 
be provided by Manager at the 
Council meeting 1 September 2020 

1 September 2020 
Manager Natural 
Environment and 
Parks 

Request to Seal 
Commercial Street 
in Yarram 

4 August 2020 Under assessment and response to 
be provided by Manager at the 
Council meeting 1 September 2020 

1 September 2020 
Manager Built 
Environment 
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A11 MAYOR AND 
COUNCILLOR ACTIVITY 

REPORT  
 

 
 

A - PROCEDURAL 
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ITEM A11 MAYOR AND COUNCILLOR ACTIVITY REPORT 
ACTION OFFICER: MAYOR ALAN HALL 
DATE: 18 AUGUST 2020 
 

  
4 JULY 2020 – 7 AUGUST 2020 
 
4 July  Timber Meeting at Heyfield Hub.  Cr Hole attended 

  
6 July Meeting with Heyfield BTA representative Jamie Riley 

and Council representatives Brent McAlister & Ashley 
Smirl. 
  

Cr Hole attended 

  Maffra Recreation Reserve Meeting 
  

Cr Ripper attended 

8 July Citizenship Ceremonies, Wellington Room  
  

Mayor Hall and Chief 
Executive Officer, 
David Morcom 
attended 
  

9 July Wellington Business Reference Group Meeting via 
Skype 
 

Cr McCubbin 
attended 
  

  Discussion with East Gippsland Climate Groups via 
Zoom 
 

Cr McCubbin 
attended 
  

  Community Power Hub Meeting via Zoom 
 

Cr McCubbin 
attended 

10 July One Gippsland Mayors Catch Up via Zoom Mayor Hall attended 
  

  Federation University Meeting via Zoom Cr McCubbin 
attended 
  

13 July Native Timber Taskforce General Meeting with Ash 
Timber General Manager Vince Hurley, 
representatives from Wellington Shire and East 
Gippsland Shire, including CFMEU. Mayor Alan Hall 
also in attendance. 
  

Mayor Hall attended 

  Gippsland Climate Change Network Board Meeting 
via Zoom 

Cr Crossley and Cr 
McCubbin attended 
  

  Gormandale Mechanics Institute Triennial Meeting 
 

Cr Stephens attended 

15 July  Local Government Mayoral Advisory Panel Meeting 
via Skype 
 

Mayor Hall attended 
  

RECOMMENDATION 
That the Mayor and Councillor Activity report be noted.  
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16 July Cameron Sporting Complex Committee of 
Management Meeting, via Zoom 
  

Cr Hole attended 
  

  Pace Advertising Meeting at the Regent Theatre, 
Yarram 
 

Cr Stephens attended 

17 July Gippsland Art Gallery – John Leslie Art Prize, 
announcement of winners 

Mayor Hall attended 
  
  

  Wellington Youth Services Network meeting, via 
Zoom 

Cr Ripper attended 
  
  

  Meeting with CEO and GM Community and Culture 
regarding GRSC and Cameron Sporting Complex 
Fees Review 
  

Cr Bye attended 

20 July Meeting with Assistant Minister Duniam regarding 
Forestry Industry 
  

Mayor Hall attended 

23 July Timber Towns Victoria General Meeting via Zoom 
  

Cr Hole attended 

  Wellington Municipal COVID-19 Recovery Committee 
Meeting via Skype 

Mayor Hall, Cr 
Crossley, and Cr 
Stephens attended 
  

  Waste Act and New Governance Arrangements Cr Maher attended 
  

  Community Power Hub via Zoom Cr Crossley and Cr 
McCubbin attended 
  

  MAV Regional Directions with CEO Kerry Thomson 
via teleconference 
 

Cr Hole attended 

25 July Draw for Traders at Sale Clocktower Mayor Hall attended 
  

  Heyfield Memorial Hall Annual General Meeting 
 

Cr Hole attended 
  

26 July NTCA Executive Meeting via Zoom Cr Hole attended 
  

27 July Gordon Street Reserve Annual General Meeting 
 

Cr Hole attended 
  

28 July Maffra Men’s Shed Meeting Cr Hole and Cr Ripper 
attended 
 

  Start-up Gippsland Series – Wellington Cohort Meet & 
Greet, via Zoom.  CEO GippsTech, Dr Elena Kelareva 
and Founder of Merry People, Mentor for South 
Gippsland Danielle Holloway.  
  

Mayor Hall, Cr 
McCubbin, Cr Hole,  
Cr Rossetti and  
Cr Stephens 
attended. CEO also in 
attendance 
  

29 July Youth Council Induction Meeting  
  

Mayor Hall and Cr 
Ripper attended 
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  Central Gippsland Tourism Meeting via 

teleconference  
  

Cr Maher attended 

  Cameron Sporting Complex Committee of 
Management Meeting, via Zoom 
 

Cr Hole attended 

30 July MAV Virtual Mayoral Meeting via Zoom  
  

Mayor Hall and Cr 
Hole attended 
  

31 July One Gippsland Board Meeting via teleconference. 
 

Mayor Hall attended 

  MAV Rural Gippsland Regional Meeting via Zoom Mayor Hall and Cr 
Hole attended. CEO 
also in attendance 
 

5 August  Webinar: What's next for large-scale solar? 
 

Cr McCubbin 
attended 

6 August Community Power Hub via Zoom Cr Crossley and Cr 
McCubbin attended 
 

7 August MAV Board Meeting via Zoom Cr Hole attended 
 

 
COUNCILLOR ALAN HALL 
MAYOR 
 
  
 



 

Agenda Ordinary Meeting 18 August 2020                                              19 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

DELEGATES 
 

 
 
  

B –REPORT 
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
OFFICER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C1 - REPORT 
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ITEM C1.1 CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT 
ACTION OFFICER: CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
DATE: 18 AUGUST 2020 
 

  
MEETINGS 
 
20 July Meeting with Roger Fenwick, and Daniel Miller from GLaWAC to discuss 

partnership opportunities between Wellington Shire Council and the Gunaikurnai 
people. Also present was General Manager Community and Culture Sharon 
Houlihan. 
  

28 July  Start-up Gippsland Series – Wellington Cohort Meet & Greet, via Zoom.  CEO 
GippsTech, Dr Elena Kelareva and Founder of Merry People, Mentor for South 
Gippsland Danielle Holloway.  
  

  Meeting with Jane Leslie, Aerium to discuss the progress of the Gippsland 
Regional Plan. 
  

29 July Ministerial Roundtable via Microsoft Teams, with Minister for Energy, 
Environment and Climate Change the Hon. Lily D’Ambrosio and other Councils, 
regarding Recycling Victoria. 
  

30 July Meeting with Michael Page and Committee representatives, Chair and 
Representative of Gippsland Veterans Welfare Centre, regarding upgrades to 
the West Wing facility at the Sale Memorial Hall. 
  

31 July  Attended Gippsland Local Government Network (One Gippsland) CEO and 
Board Meeting via teleconference.  
  

  Attended Municipal Association Victoria’s Rural Gippsland Regional Meeting via 
Zoom.  
  

3 August Along with Mayor Hall and General manager Natural and Built Environment, 
Chris Hastie, met with members of the Loch Sport Business and Tourism 
Association to discuss boating facilities in the town. 

5 August  Catch up via Skype with Anthony Basford, CEO East Gippsland regarding GERF 
and Bushfire Recovery. 
  

6 August One Gippsland Collective Position contract extension meeting via Microsoft 
Teams, with CEO’s from Bass Coast, Latrobe City, South Gippsland, Baw Baw 
and East Gippsland. 
  

7 August Skype meeting with Karen Cain from LVA and other Council representatives to 
discuss the native timber industry plan/roadmap. 
  

RECOMMENDATION 
That the Chief Executive Officer’s report be received.  
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10 August Attending Native Timber Taskforce General Meeting with Ash Timber General 
Manager Vince Hurley, representatives from Wellington Shire and East 
Gippsland Shire, including CFMEU. Mayor Alan Hall also in attendance. 
  

  Attending MAV Stand for Council Session, Baw Baw Shire Council via Zoom, as 
visiting CEO.  
  

13 August Attending Timber Towns Victoria General Meeting via Zoom. 
  

14 August Attending Rural Councils Victoria Committee Meeting, via Zoom.  
  

  Attending Destination Gippsland Board Meeting, via Zoom.  
 

 



 

Agenda Ordinary Meeting 18 August 2020                                              23 

ITEM C1.2   JULY 2020 COUNCIL PERFORMANCE REPORT 
DIVISION: CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
ACTION OFFICER: CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
DATE: 18 AUGUST 2020 
 

IMPACTS 
Financial Communication Legislative Council 

Policy 
Council 

Plan 
Resources 

& Staff 
Community Environmental Engagement Risk 

Management 
          

 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 
For Council to receive and note the July 2020 Council Performance Report.  
 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE GALLERY 
 
 

 
 
BACKGROUND  
  
The July 2020 Council Performance Report comprises key highlights towards achievement of the 
2017-21 Council Plan, together with an interim overview of Council finances for June 2020. This 
includes an Income Statement, a Balance Sheet with commentary regarding any major variances, 
information on cash balances, the level of rates outstanding and a progress update on Council’s 
Capital Works program. 

 
Section 138(1) of the Local Government Act 1989 requires that at least every three months, the 
Chief Executive Officer must ensure that a statement comparing budgeted revenue and 
expenditure for the financial year with the actual revenue and expenditure to date is presented to 
Council at a Council meeting which is open to the public. 
 
 
OPTIONS  
  
Following consideration of the attached July 2020 Performance Report, Council can resolve to 
either: 

1. Receive and note the July 2020 Council Performance Report; or 
2. Not receive and note the July 2020 Council Performance Report and seek further 

information for consideration at a later Council meeting.  
  
  
PROPOSAL  
  
That Council receive and note the attached July 2020 Council Performance Report.  
  
  

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council receive and note the July 2020 Council Performance Report as attached.  
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CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
No staff and/or contractors involved in the compilation of this report have declared a conflict of 
interest. 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 
Provision of a monthly financial report to the community facilitates accountability and transparency 
and ensures that Council and management are able to make informed decisions in a timely 
manner. 
 
 
COMMUNICATION IMPACT 
 
The Council Plan communicates Council’s strategic direction to the community.  The Council Plan 
can also be used by Council to communicate its vision and direction to other tiers of government, 
organisations, government agencies and funding bodies. 
 
 
LEGISLATIVE IMPACT 
 
There is no legislative requirement for provision of a monthly Council Performance report however, 
Council has determined that in the interests of accountability and transparency, this report will be 
provided to the community. 
 
 
COUNCIL POLICY IMPACT 
 
The July 2020 Council Performance Report has been prepared in the context of existing Council 
policies.  
 
 
COUNCIL PLAN IMPACT 
 
The Council Plan 2017-21 Theme 6 Organisational states the following strategic objective and 
related strategy: 
 

Strategic Objective 6.2: “Community engagement and customer service excellence is central 
to Council's decision making process.” 
 
Strategy 6.2.2: "Actively engage with both internal and external stakeholders to appropriately 
inform about council business." 
 
Strategic Objective 6.3: “Maintain a well governed, transparent, high performing, ethical and 
accountable organisation.” 
 
Strategy 6.3.3: "Ensure sound governance processes that result in responsive, ethical, 
transparent and accountable decision making." 

 
This report supports the above Council Plan strategic objective and strategy. 
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JULY PERFORMANCE REPORT 
 
JULY 2020 COUNCIL PLAN HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Working for Victoria initiative 
Council staff successfully implemented the Working for Victoria initiative which creates 31 jobs that 
will provide much-needed employment opportunities for our local economy and community, by 
focusing on providing important services across the municipality in response to the COVID-19 
crisis. Council received $1.8 million in funding to go towards gaining and retaining employment 
opportunities within our municipality as part of the Victorian Government $500 million Working for 
Victoria program. 
 
Wellington Shire Marketing Campaign  
Council is working on a new campaign to attract more visitors and shoppers to Wellington to 
stimulate growth and recovery in response to the devastating economic impacts experienced 
throughout our region as a result of this year’s earlier bushfires. Marketing consultancy ‘Pace’ 
conducted engagement sessions in Yarram, Maffra and Sale. The campaign will be staged to align 
with COVID restrictions as they are progressively lifted or added. 
  
Great Southern Rail Trail  
A new funding application to complete the missing link of the Great Southern Rail Trail was 
submitted to Sports and Recreation Victoria’s Community Sports Infrastructure Stimulus Program 
and the outcome is expected in the coming weeks.  
  
2020 Excellence in Agribusiness Awards  
The 2020 Excellence in Agribusiness Awards program received 115 entries across the whole of 
Gippsland. First round of judging has been completed with 34 finalists being shortlisted. It has 
been decided the second round of judging (normally face to face) will be completed remotely 
online in light of the unpredictable nature of COVID-19 and to ensure consistency across the 
board.  
  
Statutory Planning Performance  
2019/20 State Government Planning Permit Activity Reporting data shows that Council's Statutory 
Planning service continues to perform well above the State average (94% of planning permit 
decisions issued in 60 days compared to the rural average of 77% and 100% of VicSmart 
decisions made in 10 days compared to the rural average of 83%).  
  
Maffra Structure Plan  
Council Officer and referral agency feedback for the Maffra Structure Plan project has been 
obtained via a series of online workshops facilitated by Mesh Planning. The findings will be used to 
help inform the next stage of the project, which aims to support future growth/development in 
Maffra. We have also been working tirelessly with landowners of existing zoned land to relieve the 
acute residential lot shortage.    
  
Urban forest 
Year 1 of tree trials were planted in various locations across the municipality and regular 
assessments of progress will be undertaken to determine whether new species are suitable for 
addition into the urban forest. 
  
Heyfield Youth Play Precinct 
Heyfield Youth Play Precinct project on track for delivery by Christmas 2020. This includes the 
expansion of the existing skate park and construction of an asphalt pump track.  
  
Sustainability Strategy released 
Sustainability Strategy released internally and publicly which will set out Wellington Shire Council’s 
strengthened commitment to environmental sustainability for Council and our wider community. 
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John Leslie Art Prize 
The gallery held its first 'virtual' opening on Friday 17 July with the winner of the John Leslie Art 
Prize announced by Mayor, Cr Alan Hall on all of the gallery's online platforms. Sarah Tomasetti 
received the $20,000 first prize while Linda Gibbs received $1,000 for Best Gippsland Work. The 
Prize has been widely reported in national arts media and Tomasetti was a popular choice.  
  
Artwork donation 
The gallery's collection received a boost with 40 artworks being donated in July, including major 
works by Fred Williams and Annemieke Mein OAM.   
   
Funding donation 
The gallery received a $3,750 grant from the Robert Salzer Foundation toward the acquisition of 
the major work 'Australia Phoenix' by Susan Purdy.  
  
Strong engagement with online programs 
While physical gallery attendances remain relatively low post-reopening after first COVID closure 
(averaging 25 per month), the gallery's online programming continues to be very popular with over 
35,000 social media engagements recorded in July and 3,238 sessions on the gallery's website.  
  
Virtual library programs for children 
Planned recommencement of physical library children’s programming was replaced with expanded 
virtual and recorded content due to increasing COVID-19 concerns, with 370 takeaway packs of 
stories and music handed out to families for at home activities.   
   
Live music in the foyer 
Live music was introduced in The Wedge foyer featuring local artists with four of the five 
performances and Open Mic night sold out to the maximum twenty patrons as per state 
government restrictions. As well as playing to the fortunate physical attendees, all of the live music 
and Open Mic nights were live streamed to growing online audiences.  
  
What was on at the Wedge 
Shows held during July included:  

• Thursday 2 July - Play Reading, 42 George Street Acts 1 & 2, audience size 11  

• Friday 3 July - Play Reading, 42 George Street Act 3, audience size 17  

• Friday 10 July - Possum Presents the Blanket Initiative - live audience 20, online audience 
161  

• Saturday 11 July - Open Mic Night, live audience 20, online audience 287  

• Thursday 16 July - Midnight Pilots, live audience – 20, online audience 283  

• Thursday 23 July - Erin and Emma live music, live audience 9, online audience – 247  

• Friday 24 July - ART, Sale Theatre Company, live audience 20  

• Saturday 25 July - ART, Sale Theatre Company, live audience 1pm session 9 and at the 
8pm session 20  

• Thursday 30 July - John Gibson Trio, live audience 20, online audience – 157 
 
Community Managed Facilities Strategy adopted 
Council formally adopted the Community Managed Facilities Strategy at its meeting on 7 July 
2020. The strategy provides for a fairer way of supporting volunteer community committees of 
management to maintain, operate and activate Council and Crown community facilities and 
guidance for capital improvement and maintenance investment decision-making into the future.  
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Community Facilities Projects Update 

• Stratford Recreation Reserve Changeroom Redevelopment project: Following the 
cancelation of the 2020 East Gippsland Football Netball League season, construction was 
able to commence in July, a month earlier than scheduled. Demolition of existing structures 
have been completed to allow the construction of new female and family friendly 
football/cricket/netball player and umpire change rooms. 

• Cameron Sporting Complex Stadium Redevelopment project: Works are tracking 
according to schedule with Stage 1 largely complete. Gymnastics will now operate in a 
smaller area of the facility over the next six months while Stage 2 is completed. 

• Warmer Pool for Yarram: $250,000 was successfully secured and announced in July 
towards the $700,000 Warmer Pool for Yarram project through the Victorian Government's 
Local Sport Infrastructure Program.   

 
Quick response grants 
Six quick response grants were awarded in July totaling $10,623 in funding to community groups.  
  
Community Activation and Social Isolation Initiative 
Wellington established its Community Activation and Social Isolation (CASI) initiative, funded by 
the Victorian Government. The recovery phone line has been a point of contact for the community.  
There has been an outreach survey to get information from the community about key issues that 
need to be addressed in responding to and recovering from the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.    
  
Local Incident Management Plan evaluation project 
Local Incident Management Plan evaluation project commenced in July with ‘First Person 
Consulting’ evaluation consultants. This project is funded by the Victorian Government’s Safer 
Together program to evaluate a community-based emergency planning process used in East 
Gippsland.  This evaluation will form the basis of developing a similar program in Wellington.   
  
COVID-19 Municipal Recovery Committee 
The Wellington COVID-19 Municipal Recovery Committee was established in July with two key two 
sub-groups focusing on economic and social recovery. Along with key, multi-agency response and 
relief committees  previously established, the recovery committee will contribute to the 
development of a recovery plan that will deliver actions to support our community to live with 
COVID-19 during the foreseeable future and plan for a post-COVID future.  
  
Aqua Energy redevelopment 
Haskell Architects presented to Council, the draft concept design and preliminary costings for the 
proposed replacement of the 25 metre pool and building and associated redevelopment of Aqua 
Energy. The draft concept also includes improved change room amenities, new 24/7 gym access, 
indoor water play and a ‘Changing Places’ facility for adults with disabilities and their carers. The 
concepts were well received, and officers have commenced development of a funding strategy to 
support this necessary project. July saw Aqua Energy continuing to operate at reduced operating 
hours and with reduced programming in accordance with the relevant COVID-19 restrictions.  
  
Swim School 
Learn to Swim classes were reactivated during July for school-age children and preparations have 
commenced for the anticipated reactivation of pre-school age and 'parent and child' lessons, to 
commence in August.  
   
Junior Basketball at GRSC 
Junior age basketball recommenced at Gippsland Regional Sports Complex (GRSC) with an 
abridged finals series of competition conducted early in the month. This has been followed with a 
notable increase in junior basketball enrolments reported by Sale Amateur Basketball Association 
this month. GRSC has also seen the reactivation of the junior hockey competition.  
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Funding from Rural Council’s ICT Infrastructure Support Program 
Through the Rural Council’s ICT Infrastructure Support Program, Council has access to $100,000 
to support online community engagement and the ability for Council staff to continue delivering 
services remotely. An application has been submitted for the purchase of 2 x Online Engagement 
Software that will improve Council’s ability to plan and facilitate effective community engagement.   
The benefits to the community will be: improved community engagement and ability to influence 
decision making; improved knowledge and awareness of council staff on community attitudes on 
local issues and needs; and improved knowledge and awareness of community’s social prosperity, 
based on community, physical and economic prosperity measures.   
In addition, we will use the funding to recoup costs associated with purchasing Microsoft cloud 
software and licenses to support community to access services remotely and assist staff working 
from home.  
  
New Youth Council 
The new Wellington Youth Council was inducted this month with eleven new members and seven 
returning members.  
   
Gippsland Social Enterprise Collective 
Gippsland Social Enterprise Network, led by Wellington Shire Council, has been rebranded 
"Gippsland Social Enterprise Collective:  Good Business with Purpose" and is about to launch the 
first of its outward facing engagement activities.  
   
Videos for Change project 
Four local secondary schools have partnered with Council to participate in Videos for Change 
project which responds to the question "What is community in a crisis?"  
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GENERAL MANAGER 
CORPORATE SERVICES 

 
 

C2 - REPORT 
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ITEM C2.1 ASSEMBLY OF COUNCILLORS 
DIVISION: CORPORATE SERVICES 
ACTION OFFICER: GENERAL MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES 
DATE: 18 AUGUST 2020 
 

IMPACTS 
Financial Communication Legislative Council 

Policy 
Council 

Plan 
Resources 

& Staff 
Community Environmental Engagement Risk 

Management 
          

 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 
To report on all assembly of Councillor records received for the period 27 July 2020 to 9 August 
2020. 
 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE GALLERY 
 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Section 80A of the Local Government Act 1989 requires a written record be kept of all Assemblies 
of Councillors, stating the names of all Councillors and Council staff attending, the matters 
considered, and any conflict of interest disclosures made by a Councillor.  These records must be 
reported, as soon as practicable, at an ordinary meeting of the Council and recorded in the 
minutes. 
 
Below is a summary of all assembly of Councillor records received for the period 27 July to 9 
August 2020. 
 
 
OPTIONS 
 
Council has the following options: 
 

1. Note and receive the attached assembly of Councillors records; or 
2. Not receive the attached assembly of Councillors records. 

 
 
PROPOSAL 
 
That Council note and receive the attached assembly of Councillors records during the period 27 
July 2020 to 9 August 2020. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council note and receive the attached Assembly of Councillor records for 
the period 27 July 2020 to 9 August 2020. 
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CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
No staff and/or contractors involved in the compilation of this report have declared a conflict of 
interest.  
 
 
LEGISLATIVE IMPACT 
 
The reporting of written records of assemblies of Councillors to the Council in the prescribed format 
complies with Section 80A of the Local Government Act 1989.  
 
 
COUNCIL PLAN IMPACT 
 
The Council Plan 2017-21 Theme 6 Organisational states the following strategic objective and 
related strategy: 
 
 Strategic Objective 6.3 
 “Maintain a well governed, transparent, high performing, ethical and accountable 

organisation.” 
 
 Strategy 6.3.3 
 “Ensure sound governance processes that result in responsive, ethical, transparent and 

accountable decision making.” 
 
This report supports the above Council Plan strategic objective and strategy. 
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ASSEMBLY OF COUNCILLORS – 30 JULY 2020 
MEETING COUNCILLORS, OFFICERS AND OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE (NAME AND POSITION) 

STRATEGIC 
LAND USE 
PLANNING 
PROJECT 
REVIEW 
GROUP 

 
SPECIAL 
MEETING 

 

Councillor Name Attendance Conflict of Interest Officer Name Attendance Item No. 

Cr Ian Bye Yes NO D Morcom, CEO No  
Cr Carolyn Crossley No  A Skipitaris, GMCS No  
Cr Alan Hall No  S Houlihan, GMC&C No  
Cr Malcolm Hole  No  C Hastie, GMB&NE No  
Cr Darren McCubbin Yes NO B McAlister, GMD Yes ALL 
Cr Gayle Maher Yes NO    
Cr Carmel Ripper  No     
Cr Scott Rossetti No     
Cr Garry Stephens No     

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE  
(NAME AND POSITION) MATTERS/ITEMS CONSIDERED AT THE MEETING 

Josh Clydesdale (Manager Land Use Planning) Meeting Agenda – 30 July 2020 

Sam Pye (Coordinator Infrastructure) As Above 

Barry Hearsey (Coordinator Strategic Planning) As Above 

Ben Proctor (Strategic Planner) As Above 

John Traa (Strategic Planner) As Above 
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ASSEMBLY OF COUNCILLORS – 4 AUGUST 2020 
 

MEETING 
COUNCILLORS AND OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE 

(NAME AND POSITION) 
CONFLICT/S OF INTEREST 

OR ACTION ITEMS 

IT / Diary 
Meeting 

Name Attendance Name Attendance  

Cr Bye Yes Cr Ripper  Yes N/A 

Cr Crossley Yes Cr Rossetti  Yes N/A 

Cr Hall Yes Cr Stephens Yes N/A 

Cr Hole  Yes David Morcom, CEO Yes N/A 

Cr McCubbin Yes Viktoria Pope, EA CEO Yes N/A 

Cr Maher Yes Damian Norkus, ICT Operations Officer Yes N/A 

 

MEETING COUNCILLORS AND OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE VIA SKYPE 
(ONLINE MEETING ONLY) 

CONFLICT/S OF INTEREST 
OR ACTION ITEMS 

Workshops 
 

Name Attendance Name Attendance  

Cr Bye Yes Cr Rossetti Yes  

Cr Crossley Yes Cr Stephens Yes  

Cr Hall Yes David Morcom, CEO Yes  

Cr Hole  Yes Arthur Skipitaris, GM Corporate Services Yes  

Cr McCubbin Yes Sharon Houlihan, GM Community & Culture Yes  

Cr Maher Yes Chris Hastie, GM Built & Natural Environment Yes  

Cr Ripper  Yes Brent McAlister, GM Development Yes  
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Workshops 
(cont.) 

MATTERS/ITEMS CONSIDERED AT THE 
MEETING 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE VIA SKYPE 
(ONLINE MEETING ONLY) 

SUMMARY & 
ACTION ITEMS 

• BRIEF UPDATES 
o SUPPORT ABORIGINAL 

HOUSING PROJECT (ITEM 1) 
o MAFFRA MENS SHED (ITEM 2) 

• SALE REVITALISATION PROJECT 
(ITEM 3) 

• Sharon Houlihan, General Manager Community and 
Culture (Items 1 and 2) 

• Brent McAlister, General Manager Development (Item 2) 
• John Tatterson, Manager Built Environment (Item 3) 
• Zac Elliman, Coordinator Road Planning (Item 3) 
Conflict of Interest: Nil 

Councillors noted update 
Action: N/A 

1. COMMUNITY SATISFACTION 
SURVEY RESULTS 

• Bodye Darvill, Manager Community Wellbeing 
• Catherine Vassiliou, Coordinator Social Planning and 

Policy 
Conflict of Interest: Nil 

Councillors noted update 
Action: N/A 

2. RAIL PROJECTS VICTORIA AVON 
RIVER BRIDGE PROJECT UPDATE 

• Emma Steele,  Senior Advisor, Communications & 
Stakeholder Relations Rail Projects Victoria (external 
presenter) 

Conflict of Interest: Nil 

Councillors noted update and 
actions Action: N/A 

3. 2017-21 COUNCIL PLAN PROGRESS 
(FOR 2019/20) 

• Arthur Skipitaris, General Manager Corporate Services 
• Asela Kaluarachchi, Corporate Planning and Business 

Excellence Officer 
Conflict of Interest: Nil 

Councillors noted update 
Action: N/A 

4. AQUA ENERGY REDEVELOPMENT 
CONCEPT DESIGN FOLLOW-UP 

• Mark Benfield, Coordinator Community Facilities Planning 
• Nic Hall, Manager Leisure Services 
Conflict of Interest: Nil 

Councillors noted update 
Action: N/A 
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ITEM C2.2 2017-21 COUNCIL PLAN PROGRESS (FOR 2019/20) 
DIVISION: CORPORATE SERVICES 
ACTION OFFICER: GENERAL MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES 
DATE: 18 AUGUST 2020 
 

IMPACTS 
Financial Communication Legislative Council 

Policy 
Council 

Plan 
Resources 

& Staff 
Community Environmental Engagement Risk 

Management 
          

 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 
To provide Council and the Community with an update on progress of the 2017-21 Council Plan for 
the 2019/20 year.  
 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE GALLERY 
 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
  
The 2019/20 financial year marked the third year of the 2017-21 Council Plan.    
   
Attached is a presentation which provides the following overview of the 2017-21 Council Plan:   

• 2019/20 Performance Indicators, Measure and Results   
• Progress of Major Initiatives and Initiatives linked to each Council Plan theme and strategic 

objective.   
   
Major Initiatives are significant projects that will directly contribute to the achievement of the 
Council Plan during the financial year and have a major focus in the budget.   
    
Initiatives are actions that are one-off in nature and/or lead to improvements in service.  
  
It must also be noted that the current Council term concludes on 24 October 2020.  
Under Section 90(3) of the Local Government Act 2020 a Council must develop or review the 
Council Plan in accordance with its deliberative engagement practices and adopt the Council Plan 
by 31 October in the year following a general election.  
  
It is proposed that during November/December 2020 the new Council will be updated on the 
statutory requirements of the Council Plan and the proposed process to develop and adopt the 
2021-25 Council Plan. 
 
 
OPTIONS  
  
Council has the following options available:  

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council receive the attached update on progress of the 2017-21 Council Plan for the 
2019/20 year. 
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1. To receive the attached update on progress of the 2017-21 Council Plan for the 
2019/20 year; or  
2. Not receive the attached update on progress of the 2017-21 Council Plan for the 2019/20 
year and seek further information for consideration at a later Council meeting.  

  
PROPOSAL  
  
That Council receive the attached update on progress of the 2017-21 Council Plan for the 2019/20 
year.  
  
  
CONFLICT OF INTEREST  
  
No staff and/or contractors involved in the compilation of this report have declared a conflict of 
interest.  
  
  
LEGISLATIVE IMPACT  
  
Under Section 90(3) of the Local Government Act 2020 a Council must develop or review the 
Council Plan in accordance with its deliberative engagement practices and adopt the Council Plan 
by 31 October in the year following a general election.  
  
  
COUNCIL PLAN IMPACT  
  
The Council Plan 2017-21 Theme 6 Organisational states the following strategic objectives and 
related strategies:  
 

Strategic Objective 6.2: “Community engagement and customer service excellence is central 
to Council's decision-making process.”  
 
Strategy 6.2.2: "Actively engage with both internal and external stakeholders to appropriately 
inform about council business."  
 
Strategic Objective 6.4: “6.3 Maintain a well governed, transparent, high performing, ethical 
and accountable organisation.”  
 
Strategy 6.3.3: " 6.3.3 Ensure sound governance processes that result in responsive, ethical, 
transparent and accountable decision making."  

  
This report supports the above Council Plan strategic objective and strategy. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
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GENERAL MANAGER 

DEVELOPMENT 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C3 - REPORT 
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ITEM C3.1 NINETY MILE BEACH SUBDIVISIONS: COMPULSORY 
ACQUISITION OF FLOOD PRONE LAND 

DIVISION: DEVELOPMENT 
ACTION OFFICER: MANAGER LAND USE PLANNING 
DATE: 18 AUGUST 2020 
 

IMPACTS 
Financial Communication Legislative Council 

Policy 
Council 

Plan 
Resources 

& Staff 
Community Environmental Engagement Risk 

Management 
          

 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 
For Council to resolve to commence the statutory process to compulsorily acquire Ninety Mile 
Beach flood prone land in accordance with Notice of Declaration pursuant to Section 172(2) of the 
Planning and Environment Act 1987, and authorise the Chief Executive Officer to sign all relevant 
notices and documents.   
 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE GALLERY 
 
 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
  
Council has been working to implement a long-term solution to the Ninety Mile Beach inappropriate 
subdivisions with support from the State Government Wellington Coast Subdivisions funding 
agreement. The Ninety Mile Beach Plan commenced in June 2011 with a voluntary assistance 
scheme for the ‘between settlements area’, one of three categories of land, and this was extended 
and varied in September 2016 to include two further categories of land - the coastal dunes and 
flood inundation areas.  
 
On 8 September 2016, a new declaration was made by Order in Council and gazetted to replace a 
1988 declaration, under Section 172(2) of the Planning and Environment Act 1987, which allowed 
Council to compulsorily acquire Ninety Mile Beach land. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council resolve to: 

1.  commence the statutory process to compulsorily acquire flood prone land in 
accordance with the Notice of Declaration pursuant to Section 172(2) of the 
Planning and Environment Act 1987 dated 8 September 2016 in the Ninety Mile 
Beach subdivisions described as Restructure Plan Stages 1, 24 and 33 to 37 in 
the Wellington Planning Scheme, only where persons with an interest in specified 
land cannot be contacted after the conduct of diligent enquiries or are willing but 
unable to transfer land to Council. (Refer to Attachment: Notice of Declaration); 

2.  authorise the Chief Executive Officer to sign all notices and documents in 
accordance with the Land Acquisition and Compensation Act 1986 and Transfer 
of Land Act 1958. 
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The new declaration applies to the between settlements area, coastal dunes and flood inundation 
areas, and is to enable the better use, development or planning of the area. The declaration is to 
be relied upon in circumstances where persons with an interest in land cannot be contacted or are 
willing but unable to transfer land to Council. (Refer to Attachment 1). 
 
Voluntary assistance or transfer schemes have operated in all three categories of land, which is 
then followed by a compulsory acquisition process in the circumstances above. For the between 
settlements area, Council resolved on 16 August 2016 to commence the statutory process to 
compulsorily acquire land and the statutory process was carried out from January to May 2017 for 
438 lots. For the coastal dunes, Council resolved to commence the statutory process on 19 
December 2017, and this was carried out from February to May 2018 for 43 lots. 
 
The voluntary transfer scheme for flood prone lots commenced in October 2018 and preparations 
are underway for the compulsory acquisition process. It is necessary for Council to make a similar 
resolution as was made in 2016 and 2017 for this specific category of land. The December 2017 
Council report indicated that a future report would be presented for the flood inundation areas at a 
later stage. 
 
The 2,700 flood prone lots are located on the two Lake Reeve Islands, next to Lake Reeve in 
Paradise Beach North and near Golden Beach and on the Lake Reeve side of The Honeysuckles. 
The planning controls do not allow development on all lots because of flooding, high ground water 
levels and to protect the lakes environment. 
 
The preparations underway include diligent enquiries by Council and external contractors to search 
for approximately 1,000 rated owners of 1,200 lots with a postal ‘address unknown’. The significant 
number of address unknowns is a result of rate notices not being sent out for these properties from 
1979 to 2006 and many owners have not notified Council of change of address or ownership.  
 
The last known contact details were supplied to the external contractors in May 2020 and skip trace 
searches are in progress. The searches include checking various databases, online searches, 
numerous phone calls and probate searches of deceased estates where applicable. Voluntary 
transfer offers are sent out where an address is found, and where the search is unsuccessful the 
property is being added to a ‘confirmed address unknown’ list. 
 
Although the searches are not yet completed, based on the percentages of contact addresses 
found so far, it is expected that approximately 600 property assessments will be confirmed as 
address unknown and included in the compulsory acquisition process. As some property 
assessments have multiple lots in the one ownership, it is likely that this will equate to 
approximately 750 individual lots. 
 
In accordance with the Notice of Declaration and the statutory processes of the Land Acquisition 
and Compensation Act 1986, the compulsory acquisition process will include the service of notices 
in a newspaper circulating in the state, and notices placed on the affected land (as the notices 
cannot be ‘served’ on the persons with an interest in the land as they had not been found after the 
conduct of diligent enquiry).  
 
On 3 December 2019, Council received the August 2019 Victorian Ombudsman report 
‘Investigation into Wellington Shire Council’s handling of Ninety Mile Beach subdivisions’ and noted 
that the Ombudsman has clearly identified that Council’s actions have been lawful and the 
voluntary assistance and transfer schemes competently handled. The Ombudsman report noted 
that Council has acquired land where it has been unable to locate the registered owners of land 
and should only acquire land that is not capable of development. The flood prone land is not 
capable of development. 
 
The proposal is for a general resolution to commence the statutory process for the flood prone 
land, rather than listing individual land and certificate of title descriptions, and to delegate further 
steps to officers.  
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OPTIONS 
 
Council has the following options available: 

1. To resolve to commence the statutory process to compulsorily acquire flood prone land in 
accordance with the Notice of Declaration pursuant to Section 172(2) of the Planning and 
Environment Act 1987 dated 8 September 2016, and authorise the Chief Executive Officer 
to sign all relevant statutory notices and documents; or 

2. Not to proceed with the recommendations.  
 
 
PROPOSAL 
 
That Council resolve to: 

1.  commence the statutory process to compulsorily acquire flood prone land in accordance 
with the Notice of Declaration pursuant to Section 172(2) of the Planning and Environment 
Act 1987 dated 8 September 2016 in the Ninety Mile Beach subdivisions described as 
Restructure Plan Stages 1, 24 and 33 to 37 in the Wellington Planning Scheme, only 
where persons with an interest in specified land cannot be contacted after the conduct of 
diligent enquiries or are willing but unable to transfer land to Council. (Refer to 
Attachment 1); 

2.  authorise the Chief Executive Officer to sign all notices and documents in accordance with 
the Land Acquisition and Compensation Act 1986 and Transfer of Land Act 1958. 

 
 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
No staff and/or contractors involved in the compilation of this report have declared a conflict of 
interest. 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 
The Wellington Coast Subdivisions funding agreement provides funding for the costs associated 
with the voluntary assistance and transfer schemes and compulsory acquisition processes. This 
includes the costs for independent valuations to determine compensation, skip trace searches 
carried out by external contractors, publication of statutory notices and the payment of 
compensation to landowners.  
 
The total rates and charges owed by the flood prone rated owners of the approximately 750 lots 
with an ‘address unknown’ is close to $400,000, although the funding agreement does not allow 
Council to cover the cost to Council of rates and charges not paid by landowners. However, 
Section 31 of the Land Acquisition and Compensation Act 1986 does allow the acquiring authority 
(Council) to reduce the offer of compensation by the amount of any rates and charges that are 
outstanding. Any compensation payable to an owner that cannot be contacted will be set aside as 
unclaimed money and transferred to the State Revenue Office.  
 
 
COMMUNICATION IMPACT 
 
Information about the Ninety Mile Beach Plan land, the voluntary assistance and transfer schemes 
and compulsory acquisition processes is available on Council’s website and includes all Restructure 
Plans and a searchable mapping facility that shows undevelopable land. Where an owner can be 
contacted, a package of information is sent out including an explanatory letter and a Frequently 
Asked Questions sheet, and an officer is available to answer questions.  
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The statutory processes in accordance with the Land Acquisition and Compensation Act 1986 
include the service of a notice of intention to acquire land with an accompanying statement. Where 
the address is not known the service is by publication of the notice in a State newspaper and on the 
land. Not before two months or after six months, a notice of acquisition is required to be published in 
the Government Gazette and a local newspaper circulating in the general area where the land is 
located. Where notices cannot be served, the notices are also required to be published in a State 
newspaper and on the land.  
 
 
LEGISLATIVE IMPACT 
 
Compulsory acquisition procedures will be carried out in accordance with the Land Acquisition and 
Compensation Act 1986.  Formal land valuations determine the amount of compensation and 
statutory notices will be served and published in accordance with the required format and timelines. 
Notices will be lodged with the Registrar of Titles as required and, following the vesting of the land, 
an application will be made to have the titles registered in Council’s name in accordance with the 
Transfer of Land Act 1958. 
 
 
COUNCIL POLICY IMPACT 
 
This report and recommendations are consistent with the Ninety Mile Beach Policy and plans in 
Clause 22.08 of the Wellington Planning Scheme. The policy applies to the use, development and 
subdivision of land along the Ninety Mile Beach and the new Notice of Declaration pursuant to 
Section 172(2) of the Planning and Environment Act 1987, implements the Ninety Mile Beach Policy 
and results in the better use, development and planning of the Ninety Mile Beach area. 
 
The policy discourages development that adversely impacts on the coastal and lakes environment, 
and within areas designated as ‘rural conservation’. 
 
 
COUNCIL PLAN IMPACT 
 
The Council Plan 2017-21 Theme 2 Services & Infrastructure states the following strategic 
objective and related strategy: 

 
Strategic Objective 2.3: “Wellington Shire is well planned, considering long term growth 
and sustainability.” 
 
Strategy 2.3.1: "Continue to provide strategic planning to encourage long term growth and 
sustainability in Wellington Shire." 
 

The Council Plan 2017-21 Theme 3 Natural Environment states the following strategic objective 
and related strategy: 

 
Strategic Objective 3.1: "Conserve and protect our natural environment through 
responsible and sustainable management practices." 
 
Strategy 3.1.1: "Ensure development is appropriate to conserve our environmentally 
sensitive landscapes for future generations." 
 
Strategy 3.1.2: "Work in partnership to protect and preserve Wellington Shire's natural 
environment, biodiversity, resources and environmental heritage." 

 
This report supports the above Council Plan strategic objectives and strategies. 
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RESOURCES AND STAFF IMPACT 
 
It is proposed that if the recommendation is adopted, Council would continue to administer the 
Ninety Mile Beach Plan using internal staff resources and the funds available under the funding 
agreement. 
 
 
COMMUNITY IMPACT 
 
Adoption of the recommendation will have a positive impact on those landowners of flood prone 
land currently willing but unable to transfer their land to Council.  
 
There will also be a wider community benefit by compulsory acquisition of flood prone lots as it will 
result in a smaller number of lots remaining in private ownership.  This will benefit the general 
community as it will ensure that the natural environment and environmentally sensitive landscape 
of the Ninety Mile Beach flood prone land is protected and conserved for future generations.  
 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
 
Adoption of the recommendation will assist in further protection of the Ninety Mile Beach flood 
prone land from further inappropriate development and protected and conserved for the benefit of 
future generations.  
 
 
ENGAGEMENT IMPACT 

 
There has been a process of engagement with the landowners of the flood prone land since 
October 2018, by direct letters, telephone, email and face to face. Diligent enquiries have been 
undertaken to locate or check contact details of landowners who have not been able to be 
contacted or have not responded to letters. Despite these efforts there are many landowners that 
cannot be contacted, and it is their land that is the subject of this report. As required, statutory 
notices will be served and published in accordance with the required format and timelines. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
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ITEM C4.1 BRUCE STREET YARRAM SPECIAL CHARGE SCHEME - FINAL 
COST CERTIFICATE 

DIVISION: BUILT AND NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 
ACTION OFFICER: MANAGER ASSETS AND PROJECTS 
DATE: 18 AUGUST 2020 
 

IMPACTS 
Financial Communication Legislative Council 

Policy 
Council 

Plan 
Resources 

& Staff 
Community Environmental Engagement Risk 

Management 
          

 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 
The purpose of this report is to present to Council for consideration the final cost certificate for the 
Bruce Street Yarram Special Charge Street Construction Scheme – Scheme No 1801.    
 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE GALLERY 
 
 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
  
At its meeting on 5 February 2019, Council resolved to give notice of the intention to declare the 
Special Charge Street Construction Scheme for the construction of Bruce Street in Yarram 
between chainages CH100 to CH230.  There were no submissions received on the proposed 
scheme with Council resolving to declare the Special Charge Scheme at its  
16 April 2019 meeting and to serve a notice on all affected property owners. 
  
The initial estimated cost of the street reconstruction was $250,000 with the special charge 
components being estimated at $18,000.   The project was subsequently tendered, a contract was 
awarded under delegation on 13 November 2019 and the works were undertaken and practical 
completion was achieved on 5 April 2020. 
  
The contract amount entered into with Doncol Civil Pty Ltd was $191,080 ex GST with the special 
charge components being costed at $18,790.   The final contract costs increased to $193,239.52 
with variations of $2,159.50 being for additional kerbing ($720), additional footpath at splays 
($1115.50) and additional spray sealing at the joining with the existing seal ($324) on Bruce Street, 
with the $324 variation attributed to additional scheme costs. 
 
Ancillary works for nature strip tree removal and tendering costs of $8,175.80 produced an overall 
final cost of $201,415.32 (all figures are ex GST).  The special charge scheme components was a 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Council adopts the Final Cost Certificate for the Bruce Street Yarram Special 
Charge Street Construction Scheme – Scheme No 1801; and 

2. Council Officers prepare the final apportionment amounts due from property 
owners for the Bruce Street Yarram Special Charge Street Construction Scheme – 
Scheme No 1801 based on the initial estimated cost of $18,000.  
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final cost of $19,114. Staff overhead costs and design costs have not been included as part of the 
scheme. 
  
Under the provisions of section 166 of the Local Government Act 1989, Council may vary the 
special charge to be paid, although if the increase is an amount equal to or greater than 10% of the 
estimated declared cost then a further declaration would need to be made.  The estimated cost of 
this scheme components was $18,000 and the overall final cost of the scheme components was 
$19,114, an increase of $1,114 or 6.2% over the estimated costs.   
  
The estimated cost per property for the scheme was $360.00 and this amount would increase to 
$380.28 per property if the additional costs are recovered. 
  
A final cost certificate has been prepared for the scheme and is attached to this report, see 
Attachment 1. 
  
 
OPTIONS 
 
Council has the following options available: 

1. Accept the final cost certificate as presented and apportion the costs based on the original 
estimated cost; or 

2. Accept the final cost certificate as presented and apportion the costs based on the final 
overall cost; or 

3. Not accept the final cost certificate as presented. 
 

 
PROPOSAL 
 
That Council: 

1. Council adopts the Final Cost Certificate for the Bruce Street Yarram Special Charge Street 
Construction Scheme – Scheme No 1801; and 

2.  Council Officers prepare the final apportionment amounts due from property owners for the 
Bruce Street Yarram Special Charge Street Construction Scheme – Scheme No 1801 
based on the initial estimated cost of $18,000. 

 
 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
No staff and/or contractors involved in the compilation of this report have declared a conflict of 
interest. 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 
Council may, under the provisions of section 166 of the Local Government Act 1989, vary the 
liability of any property owner to pay the special charge.  Where the special charge increase is 
equal to or greater than 10%, Council must also comply with subsections (1A), (1B) and (1C) of 
section 163 of the Act and redeclare the scheme which is not required in this instance. 
  
The financial impact of adopting the Final Cost Certificate as detailed, is that property owners will 
not be liable for an amount above the estimated costs initially provided.  The Council contribution 
for this project is being funded through the Federal Government’s Roads to Recovery program and 
this proposal will increase the Council contribution amount. 
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LEGISLATIVE IMPACT 
 
This scheme was been prepared in accordance with Section 163, 163A, 163B of the Local 
Government Act 1989.  Notification will be in accordance with Sections 163 and 223 of the Local 
Government Act 1989.   
 
 
COUNCIL POLICY IMPACT 
 
The scheme was been prepared in accordance with Council’s Special Charge Schemes – Roads, 
Street and Drainage Development Policy 4.2.4 and 2014 Residential Road and Street Construction 
Plan. 
 
 
COUNCIL PLAN IMPACT 
 
The Council Plan 2017 – 2021 Theme 2 Services and Infrastructure states the following Strategic 
Objectives and Strategies: 
  

Strategic Objectives  
“Continued improvement to Wellington Shire’s connectivity with further developed, accessible 
transport networks.” 

  
Strategy 2.4.2 
“Continue to maintain and enhance Council’s road assets infrastructure.” 

  
This report supports the above Council Plan strategic objective and strategy. 
 
 
COMMUNITY IMPACT 
 
The adoption of the recommendation is likely to have no impact as the apportioned cost will equal 
the previously proposed estimated cost. 
 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
 
This impact has been assessed and there is no effect to consider at this time. 
 
 
ENGAGEMENT IMPACT 
 
A comprehensive public consultation process has been entered into with affected property owners 
including: 

 Information letter advising property owners of street works proposal 7 September 2018   

 Public meeting held at Yarram, 17 October 2018  

 Mail out survey of all property owners, 20 November 2018 

 Follow up phone calls and emails requesting replies to the survey 

 Public Notices placed in local newspapers of ‘Intention to Declare the Scheme’ on 12 
February 2019 and 13 February 2019. 

 Letter with a copy of Public Notice mailed to property owners on 12 February 2019 

 Letter with Levy Notice mailed to property owners on 24 April 2019 

 Letter to property owners advising design completed on 3 October 2019  
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ATTACHMENT 1 
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CHAT ROOM –  
 
GALLERY COMMENTS –  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meeting declared closed at: pm 
 
The live streaming of this Council meeting will now come to a close. 
 
 

D. URGENT BUSINESS 

E. FURTHER GALLERY AND CHAT ROOM COMMENTS  

Gallery comments are an opportunity for members of the public to raise any particular matter they wish. 
This allows those in the gallery to speak directly to councillors but is not a forum designed for open 
discussion or debate. We will listen respectfully to what you have to say and make the commitment that 
if your query requires a written response, we will advise you that a response will be forthcoming and a 
copy of that response will be circulated to all Councillors. 
 
This is not a forum for members of the public to lodge complaints against individuals, including 
councillors and staff, particularly as that individual gets no public right of reply to any matter raised. We 
take complaints seriously, and in line with the guidance from the Victorian Ombudsman and the local 
Government Inspectorate, we request that any specific complaint against an individual be put in writing. 
This way, your concern can be properly dealt with while ensuring fairness to all parties concerned. 
 
If you wish to speak, we remind you that this part of the meeting is being recorded and broadcast on our 
website. Council’s official Minutes will record that you have spoken to Council and the subject you spoke 
to Council about but will not record specific comments. We ask you to state your name in full, where you 
are from, and you have three minutes.       
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G. IN CLOSED SESSION 

 
 
 
COUNCILLOR 
 
That the meeting be closed to the public pursuant to Section 89(2) of the Local Government 
Act 1989 to consider: 
 
 a) personnel matters 

b) the personal hardship of any resident or ratepayer 
c) industrial matters 
d) contractual matters 

  e) proposed developments 
f) legal advice 

  g) matters affecting the security of Council property 
h)  any other matter which the Council or special committee considers would 

prejudice the Council or any person 
 

IN CLOSED SESSION 
 
 
 
COUNCILLOR 
 
That Council move into open session and ratify the decision made in closed session. 
 

G. IN CLOSED SESSION 
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