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Members of the Public Gallery should note that the Council records and publishes Council 

meetings via Youtube to enhance the accessibility of Council meetings to the broader 

Wellington community.  These recordings are also archived and may be published on 

Council's Website for viewing by the public or used for publicity or information purposes.  

At the appropriate times during the meeting, members of the gallery may address the 

Council at which time their image, comments or submissions will be recorded.   

 

Members of the public who are not in attendance at the Council meeting but who wish to 

communicate with the Council via the webcasting chat room should lodge their questions 

or comments early in the meeting to ensure that their submissions can be dealt with at the 

end of the meeting. 

 

Please could gallery visitors and Councillors ensure that mobile phones and other 

electronic devices are turned off or in silent mode for the duration of the meeting. 

 
 
 

 
  

Council Meeting Information 
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“We acknowledge the traditional custodians  
of this land the Gunaikurnai people, 

and pay respects to their elders past and present” 

 
 

“Almighty God, we ask your blessing upon the Wellington 
Shire Council, its Councillors, officers, staff and their families. 

We pray for your guidance in our decisions so that the 
true good of the Wellington Shire Council may result to 

the benefit of all residents and community groups.” 
Amen 

 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER 

STATEMENT OF ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

A - PROCEDURAL 
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A4 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF 
PREVIOUS COUNCIL MEETING/S 

 
   

A - PROCEDURAL 
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ITEM A4 ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING/S 
ACTION OFFICER:  GENERAL MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES 

DATE:    16 APRIL 2019 

 

 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 
To adopt the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting of 2 April 2019. 
 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE GALLERY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
No staff and/or contractors involved in the compilation of this report have declared a Conflict of 
Interest. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
That Council adopt the minutes and resolutions of the Ordinary Council Meeting of 2 
April 2019. 
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A5 BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS 

MEETING/S 
 
 
 
 
  

A - PROCEDURAL 
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A6 ACCEPTANCE OF LATE ITEMS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A - PROCEDURAL 
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A7 NOTICE/S OF MOTION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A - PROCEDURAL 
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A8 RECEIVING OF PETITIONS 
OR JOINT LETTERS  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

A - PROCEDURAL 
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ITEM A8(1) OUTSTANDING PETITIONS 
ACTION OFFICER GOVERNANCE 

DATE: 16 APRIL 2019 

 
 

ITEM FROM 
MEETING COMMENTS ACTION BY 

Installation of street light 
Colville Street, Port Albert 

5 February 2019 Item to lay on the table until 
further notice. 

Manager Assets 
& Projects 

Lakeside Bowls Club 
relocation of Electronic 
Gaming Machines 

2 April 2019 Council Officers are finalising 
relevant information and will 
report to Council on 7 May 
2019. 

Manager 
Community 
Wellbeing 
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A9 INVITED ADDRESSES, 
PRESENTATIONS OR 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A - PROCEDURAL 
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A10 QUESTIONS ON NOTICE  
 

 
 
 
  

A - PROCEDURAL 
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A11 MAYOR AND 
COUNCILLOR ACTIVITY 

REPORT 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A - PROCEDURAL 
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ITEM A11(1)    MAYOR AND COUNCILLOR ACTIVITY REPORT  
OFFICER:  COUNCILLOR MALCOLM HOLE 

DATE:  16 APRIL 2019 

 

 
9 March Official Opening of Gippsland Swimming 

Championships, Sale 
 

Cr Bye attended 

10 March Sale Music Festival Official Opening, Sale Mayor Hall and Cr Hole 
attended 

11 March 2019 JLT Community Serie Match: 
Collingwood vs Carlton, Morwell 
 
 
Community Bushfire Report Meeting, 
Valencia Creek 
 

Cr Bye and Chief Executive 
Officer, David Morcom 
attended 
 
Cr Ripper and Cr Crossley 
attended 

12 March Visit to bushfire affected areas, Dargo 
 

Cr Ripper attended 

13 March Meeting with Ms Jane Garrett MP, Sale 
 
 
 
 
 
Official Opening of St Anne’s Year 3-4 
Centre, Sale 
 
Valencia Soldiers Memorial Hall live music 
event, Valencia 
 

Mayor Hall, Cr Hole, Cr 
Crossley, Cr McCubbin, Cr 
Ripper, Cr Rossetti and Chief 
Executive Officer, David 
Morcom attended 
 
Cr Rossetti attended 
 
 
Cr Ripper and Cr Crossley 
attended 
 

14 March  20th Anniversary of Star Hotel, Walhalla 
 

Cr Ripper attended 
 

15 March Startup Gippsland Launch, Sale 
 

Mayor Hall,, Cr Crossley, Cr 
Maher and Cr Ripper attended 
 

16 March 
 

Glenmaggie Blues & Roots Festival, 
Glenmaggie 
 
Maffra Mardi Gras, Maffra 
 

Mayor Hall and Cr Hole 
attended 
 
Mayor Hall and Cr Ripper 
attended 
 

18 March George Gray Work Ready Program 
Interviews, Heyfield 
 
 

Cr Hole attended  
 

 
20 March 

 
Latrobe Valley Bulk Buy session, Moe 
 

 
Cr McCubbin attended 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Mayor and Councillor Activity report be noted. 
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Community Bushfire Drop in Session, 
Briagolong 
 
 

Cr Ripper attended 

21 March Heyfield and Maffra Community Bank event, 
Tinamba Hotel 
 

Cr Hole and Cr Crossley 
attended 

23 March Community Get Together for Drought 
Affected Farmers, Stradbroke 
 
Sale RSL Dinner Celebration, Sale 

Mayor Hall, Cr Maher and Cr 
Ripper attended 
 
Mayor Hall attended 

 
24 March 
 

 
Heyfield Duck Cup, Heyfield 

 
Cr Hole attended 

26 March Gippsland Tourism Forum, Maffra 
 
Federation Training Board Meeting, Sale 
 
 
 
Community Drought Information Session, 
Rosedale 
 

Mayor Hall attended 
 
Mayor Hall and Chief 
Executive Officer, David 
Morcom attended 
 
Cr Ripper attended 

27 March St Pauls Cathedral Event: Gathering in 
Solidarity of Muslim Community 
 
Central Gippsland Tourism meeting, 
Rosedale 
 
Gippsland Climate Change Networking 
Dinner, Morwell 
 

Mayor Hall and Cr Ripper 
attended 
 
Cr Maher attended 
 
 
Cr McCubbin and Cr Crossley 
attended 

28 March Wellington Access and Inclusion Advisory 
Group tour, Dargo 
 
RAAF Air Force Week Reception, Sale 
 
 
EPA Community Information Session, Sale 
 

Cr Crossley attended 
 
 
Mayor Hall, Cr Rossetti and Cr 
Ripper attended 
 
Cr Ripper attended 

29 March Gippsland Art School Exhibition, Sale 
 
Sale College Annual Presentation Ball, Sale 
 
Fed Uni Business Breakfast – Welcome of 
Leigh Kennedy 
 
Launch of the new Gippsland Art School, 
Sale 
 
Gippsland Trades and Labour Dinner, 
Traralgon 
 

Cr Crossley attended 
 
Cr Rossetti attended 
 
Mayor Hall attended 
 
 
Cr Crossley attended 
 
 
Cr McCubbin attended 

 
 
 
3 April 

 
 
 
Meeting with VicForest Executives, Sale 
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Japanese Delegation: Ramahyuck Solar 
Farm 
 
Discussion with the Minister for Creative 
Industries Mr Martin Foley MP, Morwell 
 
 

Mayor Hall, Cr Hole, Cr 
Crossley, Cr Stephens, Cr 
Maher, Cr Ripper Cr Bye and 
Chief Executive Officer, David 
Morcom attended 
 
Mayor Hall and Cr McCubbin 
attended 
 
Cr Crossley attended 

4 April Maffra Mardi Gras Dinner, Maffra 
 

Cr Crossley attended 

5 April Community Recovery Session, Loch Sport 
 
Gippsland Art Gallery ‘First Friday’ talk, Sale 
 

Mayor Hall attended 
 
Cr Crossley attended 
 

 Official Opening of Christopher Millers Art 
Exhibition, Maffra 
 

Cr Crossley attended 

6 April  This Girl Can Launch, Sale 
 
Official Opening of Sale Water Tower Project, 
Sale 
 
 
 
Yarram Lions Club 50th Anniversary, Yarram 
 

Cr Crossley attended 
 
Mayor Hall, Cr Crossley, Cr 
Maher, Cr Rossetti and Chief 
Executive Officer, David 
Morcom attended 
 
Cr Stephens attended 

9 April  Meeting with Mr Danny O’Brien MP and Mr 
Michael O’Brien MP, Sale 
 
 
Community Group Conflict Resolution 
Training, Yarram 
 
Community transition to a zero-carbon 
economy event, Melbourne 
 

Cr Hole and Chief Executive 
Officer, David Morcom 
attended 
 
Cr Maher attended 
 
 
Cr McCubbin attended 

11 April Councillor Community Conversation: Friends 
of Botanic Gardens, Sale 

Cr Crossley, Cr Ripper, Cr 
Bye and Cr Rossetti attended 
 

12 April Gippsland Local Government Network 
Mayors and CEO’s meeting, Bairnsdale 

Cr Hole attended 

 
   
COUNCILLOR MALCOLM HOLE 
DEPUTY MAYOR 
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DELEGATES 
 
  

B –REPORT 
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE  
OFFICER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C1 - REPORT 
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ITEM C1.1 CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT 
OFFICER: CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

DATE: 16 APRIL 2019 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
21 March Met with Gippsland Ports representatives, Sale, to discuss a range of 

infrastructure matters across the region.  
 
22 March  Attended the Gippsland Local Government Network CEO’s meeting, 

Leongatha. 
 
 Attended a meeting with local Maffra realtors to discuss land supply in Maffra, 

and rural property sale trends. 
  
26 March Attended Federation Training Board Meeting, Sale. In attendance was Mayor 

Hall. 
 
27 March Teleconference with The Hon Darren Chester MP and other representatives 

from across Wellington Shire and East Gippsland Shire to discuss the drought. 
 
2 April   Attended Maffra Community Bank Committee meeting, Maffra. This meeting 

was to exchange ideas on community projects in the bank’s ‘catchment area’, 
as well as to discuss events to support the rural sector during the drought. 

 
3 April Met with VicForest Executives, Sale. In attendance were councillors Ripper, 

Crossley, Hole, Maher, Stephens, Bye and Mayor Hall. 
 
 Met with representatives of Sporting Legends Club and the Sale Bowls Club 

(Lakeside Club) to discuss some financial proposals.  
 
4 April  Teleconference with The Hon Darren Chester MP to discuss the drought. 
 
6 April Attended the 1pm official opening ceremony of the Historic Sale Water Tower 

Project. In attendance were the Hon. Jane Garrett (State Member for Eastern 
Victoria), the Hon. Dany O’Brien (State Member for Gippsland South), the 
Hon. Darren Chester (Federal Member for Gippsland) as well as Mayor Hall, 
Cr Rossetti, and Cr Crossley 

 
8 April Met with Royal Australian Air Force representatives, Sale. 
 
9 April Met with Mr Danny O’Brien MP and State Opposition leader Mr. Michael 

O’Brien MP to discuss the drought, Sale. In attendance was Deputy Mayor 
Hole. 

 
10 April Met with CEO East Gippsland Shire. 
 
 Met with senior officers from Gippsland Women’s Health. 
 
15 April Meeting with Regional Partnership Connectivity Group-, Traralgon. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
That the Chief Executive Officer’s Report be received. 
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ITEM C1.2 MARCH 2019 PERFORMANCE REPORT 
DIVISION: CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICE 
ACTION OFFICER: CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER  
DATE: 16 APRIL 2019 
 

IMPACTS 
Financial Communication Legislative Council 

Policy 
Council 

Plan 
Resources 

& Staff 
Community Environmental Engagement Risk 

Management 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓      
 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 
For Council to receive and note the March 2019 Council Performance Report. 
 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE GALLERY 
 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The March 2019 Council Performance Report comprises key highlights towards achievement of 
the 2017 -21 Council Plan, progress in relation to Major Initiatives and Initiatives as identified in the 
2018/19 Budget together with an overview of Council finances including an Income Statement, a 
Balance Sheet with commentary regarding any major variances, information on cash balances, the 
level of rates outstanding and a progress update on Council’s Capital Works program. 
 
Section 138(1) of the Local Government Act 1989 requires that at least every three months, the 
Chief Executive Officer must ensure that a statement comparing budgeted revenue and 
expenditure for the financial year with the actual revenue and expenditure to date is presented to 
Council at a Council meeting which is open to the public. 
 
 
OPTIONS 
 
Following consideration of the attached March 2019 Performance Report, Council can resolve to 
either: 
 
1. Receive and note the March 2019 Council Performance Report; or 
2. Not receive and note the March 2019 Council Performance Report and seek further 

information for consideration at a later Council meeting, which would result in Council not 
meeting legislative requirements. 

 
 
PROPOSAL 
 
That Council receive and note the attached March 2019 Council Performance Report.  

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
That Council receive and note the March 2019 Council Performance Report as attached. 
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CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
No staff and/or contractors involved in the compilation of this report have declared a Conflict of 
Interest. 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 
The attached financial report provides information that informs Council on its financial operations 
for the March 2019 quarter as well as the expected financial position for the 2018/19 year.   
 
 
COMMUNICATION IMPACT 
 
The Council Plan communicates Council’s strategic direction to the community.  The Council Plan 
can also be used by Council to communicate its vision and direction to other tiers of government, 
organisations, government agencies and funding bodies. 
 
 
LEGISLATIVE IMPACT 
 
Section 138(1) of the Local Government Act 1989 requires that at least every three months, the 
Chief Executive Officer must ensure that a statement comparing budgeted revenue and 
expenditure for the financial year with the actual revenue and expenditure to date is presented to 
Council at a Council meeting which is open to the public. 
 
 
COUNCIL POLICY IMPACT 
 
The March 2019 Council Performance Report has been prepared in the context of existing Council 
policies. 
 
 
COUNCIL PLAN IMPACT 
 
Strategic Objective 6.3 states that Council will: 

 
“Maintain a well governed, transparent, high performing, ethical and accountable 
organisation” 

 
Strategy 6.3.3 states that Council will: 
 

“Ensure sound governance processes that result in responsive, ethical, transparent and 
accountable decision making” 

 
Strategy 6.2.2 states that Council will: 
 

“Actively engage with both internal and external stakeholders to appropriately inform about 
council business” 
 

 
 

Agenda - Ordinary Meeting 19 April 2019 23



 

 

 
MARCH 2019 PERFORMANCE REPORT 
 
MARCH 2019 COUNCIL PLAN HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Avalon Defence and Aerospace Exhibition 
Council officers arranged a successful media event at Avalon Airshow which generated string 
interest with the aviation media. Officers completed over 20 engagements at Avalon Airshow with 
various organisations. From this, follow up correspondence is being sent seeking to promote the 
airport. 
 
Port of Sale East Bank Redevelopment Study 
Work on the Port of Sale East Bank Redevelopment Study is well underway. The study aims to 
investigate the strategic land use opportunities and associated planning provisions required to 
guide the redevelopment of land located on the eastern side of the Port of Sale, being land 
formerly occupied by the Sale High School and Specialist School. 
 
Initial community and stakeholder engagement has been undertaken. Draft planning provisions for 
the site (to guide future land use and development) are currently being reviewed by Council 
Officers. 
 
West Sale Airport 
West Sale Airport runway project nearing completion with key elements of runway asphalting and 
airfield lighting completed in March.  
 
Startup Gippsland 
Startup Gippsland program launched with the support of LaunchVic funding. Thirteen businesses 
from Wellington were successful in their application to participate in the 12-week intensive growth 
program. 
 
Historical research outreach service 
The Prahran Mechanic’s Institute began a new historical research outreach service at Sale Library 
in March, with specialist research assistance provided for users. The service also delivers 
requested historical material directly to borrowers without their need to travel to Melbourne or rely 
upon postal services. This outreach program has been well supported by local historical groups. 
Wellington Shire Library will deliver material to users at no additional cost. 
 
Teddy Bears’ Picnic 
The annual Teddy Bears’ Picnic hosted by The Friends of the Botanic Gardens was held on 7 
March with Sale Library conducting 8 special story time sessions in the Sale botanic gardens. The 
event was very popular once again with 170 attendees. 
 
Free hearing tests 
All of Wellington Shire’s six library branches acted as locations for free hearing tests conducted by 
Australian Hearing for Hearing Awareness Week. This was much appreciated by our community 
and plans are being considered for this service to be repeated as an annual event. 
 
Booth at Rosedale Vintage Fair 
Wellington Shire Library in conjunction with Sale Visitor Centre had a booth offering online services 
and information at the Rosedale Vintage Fair on 24 March. This provided an opportunity for the 
public to join the library and become more accustomed to seeing the library and visitor information 
services as part of their lives in the community. 
 
Sell out shows at the Wedge 
Seven performances were held at The Wedge for the month of March, four of which sold out. The 
four sell out shows were of different genres, being classical music (Marina Prior & David Hobson 
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‘The 2 of Us’), children's theatre (‘Room on The Broom’) and rock n roll pop (Boys in the Band 
Jukebox Revolution).  
 
Romeo and Juliet 
Hosted by Kilmany Park Mansion, The Wedge presented Australian Shakespeare Company's 
performance of Romeo and Juliet with 390 patrons attending on a windy night on the lawn of the 
beautiful, historic mansion. 
 
'Art and Elders' program 
March was a month of positive outcomes at the Gippsland Art Gallery with many diverse 
demographics being engaged. The 'Art and Elders' program, in which dementia patients from 
Royal Freemasons are led on a gallery tour by volunteer guides, continues to have an uplifting 
effect on participants.  
 
Gallery Volunteer information session 
A volunteer information session held at the Gippsland Art Gallery on 13 March attracting 22 new 
volunteers, who will assist in the areas of guiding, gallery attending and exhibition installation.  
 
'First Friday' conversation 
A 'First Friday' conversation held at the Gippsland Art Gallery on 1 March with the gallery's first 
director Mrs Gwen Webb OAM (now 97 years of age) attracted 25 attendees. Opening night for the 
Lesley Duxbury and Odilon Redon exhibitions on the same day attracted a further 80 attendees.  
 
Gallery fundraising 
The Friends of the Gallery held a fundraising event on 22 March, which led to the purchase of an 
artwork by Lesley Duxbury.  
 
Strengthen connections with Gunaikurnai community 
Gippsland Art Gallery Director Simon Gregg judged the inaugural Gunaikurnai Land and Waters 
Aboriginal Corporation (GLaWAC) Art Prize on 22 March and purchased an impressive possum-
skin cloak by Gunaikurnai artist Alice Pepper for the gallery through the Gippsland Textile 
Collection fund. Simon has also joined the board of Wurinbeena Studio and Gallery in East 
Gippsland, which has further strengthened our relationship with the Gunaikurnai community. 
 
Record breaking summer 
March saw the end of the outdoor pool season across Wellington Shire. The season concluded 
with swimming carnivals, school carnivals as well as the Gippsland Swimming Championships.  
Swim school enrolments were finalised at 863 for 2019 which is a record number of enrolments for 
Wellington Shire Council and compares with 558 enrolments in 2015.  
 
NDIS accreditation for Aqua Energy 
Wellington Shire Council - Aqua Energy obtained accreditation as a registered provider for National 
Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) clients, making it easier for NDIS clients with a plan that 
includes Aqua Energy services, such as exercise physiology and personal training, to access and 
pay for or claim for the cost of these services. 
 
Baldwin Recreation Reserve works 
Construction works have been completed at Baldwin Recreation Reserve - Female Friendly 
Facilities. This $640,000 project resulted in new designated unisex referee changerooms, new 
home & away changerooms, refurbishment of existing home and away changerooms and 
refurbishment of the accessible toilets. This set of infrastructure has been very well received by 
users and will enable greater access for female participation.  An official opening will be held in 
May.   
  
Funding for Briagolong Recreation Reserve 
Federal funding of $250,000 has been confirmed for Briagolong Recreation Reserve - Pavilion 
Redevelopment. This project will deliver refurbished home and away changerooms, unisex player 
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amenities, new social room including public amenities and meeting room. Works are due to 
commence in early April and for completion in time for the cricket season. 
 
Community Assistance Grants Scheme 
Council received 21 applications for the March Community Assistance Grants Scheme for 
community events and community projects, meaning the community grants program will once 
again be fully subscribed. Applications are currently being assessed.  
 
New bill for rural school bus routes 
The Wellington Shire Youth Parliament team have begun to work on their ‘bill’ requesting that 
Rural school bus routes become accessible public transport routes. Members represent Gippsland 
Grammar, Maffra and Sale Secondary Colleges, Federation Training and Sale Catholic College 
and three members are Wellington Youth Councillors. Wellington Shire Council partners with 
YMCA to support participation in Youth Parliament. 
 
Supporting petition for Headspace Centre 
Youth Councillors have been active in supporting a local petition for a Headspace Centre to be 
located in Wellington, following advocacy action by both Wellington Youth Council and Wellington 
Shire Council. Headspace Centres act as a one-stop-shop for young people who need help with 
mental health, physical health, alcohol and other drugs or work and study support. 
 
Gippsland Road Safety Award 2019 
On 28 March Council was a recipient of a VicRoads Award (Gippsland Road Safety Award 2019), 
in the category of Local Government Initiatives. The VicRoads award recognised Council's efforts 
in embedding road safety in local government operations, strategies and plans with an emphasis 
on social marketing and education to improve road users’ knowledge, awareness and attitudes to 
use of roads.  
 
Colours of the World Colour Run 

Around 350 people braved the cold and threat of rain on Saturday 30 March, to participate in 
Wellington Youth Council’s Colours of the World Colour Run which opened Wellington’s Youth 
Week and focussed on cultural diversity. Wellington Youth Council together with Propellor 
(Wellington’s FReeZA: drug, alcohol and smoke free events group) and around 18 community 
volunteers worked together to ensure everyone was suitably ‘coloured’ and a great time was had 
by all. 
 
Pop-up’ bushfire recovery sessions 
‘Pop-up’ bushfire recovery sessions were held at Heyfield, Briagolong, Loch Sport, Rosedale and 
Dargo, arranged by Wellington Shire Council with attendance by many state and local recovery 
agencies. Approximately 28 people have attended these sessions which are being delivered as 
part of a series over March and April aiming to better understand and provide information and 
support for those affected by summer bushfires in our community. 
 
Tank cleaning and water replacement program 
Work continued with delivery of the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning 
(DELWP) tank cleaning and water replacement program. Council was the delivery arm of this new 
state government program with 121 eligible households accessing free water tank cleaning and 
5000 litres of water replacement prior to the program closing for all summer 2019 bushfire events 
on 20 March 2019. 
 
‘Fire in the Foothills’ 
Council staff continued their involvement in the Community Based Bushfire Management project 
which aims to increase community resilience. The initial engagement developed into a community 
driven film making project ‘Fire in the Foothills’ with ten expressions of interest received from 
groups wishing to submit short videos on local emergency risk issues. This is a multiagency 
community resilience project funded under the State Government “Safer Together” program.  
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Bushfire debriefs 
Key lessons identified from January to March bushfire debriefs will now become the focus of 
improvements to Council emergency management processes and will be incorporated into internal 
training and procedures updates. 
 
Improved connectivity 
New microwave infrastructure for the Rosedale Library was completed to provide improved 
connectivity for Rosedale community. 
Major microwave upgrades at Maffra Depot, Maffra Library and Maffra McMahons Tower were also 
finished during this quarter. 
 
‘Good’ turf for finals 
After a challenging summer for turf growing, the Sale and Maffra Cricket A Grade Grand Final was 
played at Stephenson Park where turf quality was rated as good. This Cricket Grand final was 
played to an international audience via YouTube. 
 
Roads to Recovery funding 
Council received a total amount of $20,352,100 funding under Roads to Recovery program over 
the last five years. Below is a list of projects completed using these funds. 
 
Albert River Road 
Boisdale-Newry Road, Boisdale 
Boodyarn Road, Bridge Renewal, Won Wron 
Brewers Hill Road -Maffra 
Cairnbrook Road, Road Reconstruction, Glengarry 
Cansick Street Reconstruction, Rosedale 
Cemetery Road, Shared Path Stage 1, Sale 
Christies-Albert River Road, Wonyip 
Cobains Road, Sale 
Connection Road, Lays Bridge Renewal, Carrajung South 
Cowwarr - Cowwarr Seaton Road Widening 
Cowwarr - Sale Toongabbie Road Widening  
Cunninghame Street, Sale 
Dudley Street Kerb and Channel, Yarram 
Dundas Street, SCS, Sale 
Forsyths Lane, Bridge Renewal, Maffra 
Foster Street, Pedestrian Crossing, Sale 
Foster Street-Maffra 
Four Mile Creek Bridge Replacement  
Gelliondale Road, Road Reconstruction, Alberton West 
Gormandale Stradbroke Rd, Hiamdale 
Greigs Creek Bridge 
Guthridge Parade 
Hearthall Road 

Agenda - Ordinary Meeting 19 April 2019 27



 

 

Heyfield Dawson Road/Commercial Road Intersection 
Hobson Street, Road Reconstruction, Stratford 
Hyland Court Kerb and Channel, Sale 
Industrial Road, SCS, Stratford 
Irwin Street-Wurruk 
Kilmany - Settlement Road Lower Widening 1.8km 
Lower Cairnbrook Road 
Lower Dargo Road Bridge Replacement 
Marley Street, SCS, Sale 
McMillan Crescent, SCS, Yarram 
Merry Street, SCS, Maffra 
Morison Street/Fulton Road Intersection 
Myrtlebank Road 
Napier Road, Bridge Renewal, Won Wron 
Park Street, Bridge Renewal, Sale 
Pearson Street, Road Reconstruction, Maffra 
Pearson Street, SCS, Sale 
Port of Sale, Canal Road Traffic Improvement, Sale 
Port of Sale, McMillan Street Traffic Improvement, Sale 
Port of Sale, Park Street Traffic Improvement, Sale 
Pound Road West, Road Reconstruction, Alberton West 
Powerscourt Street Intersection Improvements, Maffra 
Raglan Street Intersection Upgrade, Sale 
Riverview Road, SCS, Wurruk 
Rosedale Flynns Creek Road, Road Reconstruction, Rosedale 
Sale Toongabbie Road, Nambrok 
Sellings Lane, Maffra 
Settlement Road - Tylers Road Intersection, Wurruk 
Simpson Street, SCS, Sale 
Stoney Creek road- Stoney Creek Floodway -Cowwarr 
Stratford Macalister RB 
Toms Cap Road, Bridge Renewal, Willung South 
Toongabbie - Cowwarr Road, Cowwarr 
Trenton Valley Road, Bridge Renewal, Won Wron 
Valencia Creek – Briagolong Road 
Victoria Street-Briagolong 
Wurruk - Riverside Drive Reconstruction 
Wurruk - Settlement Road Lower Widening 1.0km 
Yarram Morwell Road/Albert River Road/Jack River Valley Road Intersection 
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MARCH 2019 PERFORMANCE REPORT 
 
MAJOR INITIATIVES AND INITIATIVES SUMMARY 
 
Major Initiatives Progress Comment Status 

COMMUNITIES 
Complete Gippsland Regional Sports Complex 
Timber Floor Project. 

The timber floor project is now complete with the floor certified and the 
stadium handed back to the operational staff. 

Completed  
 

Update flood overlay controls and policy in the 
Planning Scheme to minimise future risk to the 
community. 

Final background work on Amendment C99 (updated flood mapping) 
is currently being advanced by Council Officers, in consultation with 
the West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority.  

In Progress 
(30%) 

SERVICES AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

Oversee upgrade of the Sale Memorial Hall. Tenders closed on 27 March 2019 with no submissions received. 
Council Officers are considering how to approach re-tendering 
process. Works due to commence on 10 June. 

In Progress 
(55%) 

Oversee upgrade of the Sale Tennis Club 
redevelopment. 

Construction is in progress, slightly behind original schedule but in line 
with variation to funding agreements (due to weather, material on site 
etc). 

In Progress 
(55%) 

Finalise detailed project brief for refurbishment of 
aquatic facilities at Aqua Energy. 

Aqua Energy redevelopment planning has further progressed with 
consultant; Sport and Leisure Solutions assisted by Mantric Architects.  
Most recent considerations were in relation to potential upgrades to 
the outdoor pool amenities and to the member entry ramp to improve 
connection between the member car park, the indoor pools and the 
outdoor pool area.  
 
Additional considerations include proposed additional change facilities 
to support users of the 'hydro' / warm water program pool. 

In Progress 
(75%) 

Complete a master plan for The Wedge as part of the 
broader Port of Sale cultural precinct. 

Rob Gebert has been engaged to carry out the consultancy. The 
project management group has had an initial meeting with the 
consultant, and he will be in Sale to commence stakeholder 
consultations mid-April. 

In Progress 
(80%) 
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Major Initiatives Progress Comment Status 

Complete 1st year scheduled design and civil works 
for Maffra Streetscape upgrade. 

Gippsland Water have essentially completed the water main 
replacement in the south service lane with a slight delay for 
commencement of the main streetscape works. Preliminary works will 
commence onsite in early April. 
The pedestrian crossing lights will be replaced in early April under a 
separate contract.  
The water main in the north service lane will be replaced as planned 
prior to a contract award for the civil works on the north side of 
Johnson Street. 

In Progress 
(15%) 

Finalise design and begin civil works for the West 
Sale Airport Runway Extension Project. 

Construction of the runway is well underway with all pavement work 
including laying approximately 56,000m2 of asphalt on the runway and 
associated Runway End Safety Areas completed. Work is continuing 
on shoulder construction and lighting installation. Completion of the 
project is expected by mid-April. 

In Progress 
(85%) 

Planning zones in the Education precinct (adjacent to 
Port of Sale) are reviewed to support and encourage 
appropriate future redevelopment. 

Ratio Planning Consultants have prepared draft planning provisions to 
facilitate Council's long-term strategic land use planning aspirations for 
land formerly occupied by the Sale Specialist School and Sale High 
School. The draft planning provisions are currently under 
consideration by Council Officers. 

In Progress 
(45%) 

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

Partner with key industry bodies, regional and other 
stakeholders to ensure long term recycling remains a 
sustainable service in Wellington. Provide quarterly 
updates to Council, including early recommendations 
on pricing to the community. 

Working Group has now disbanded due to issue being substantially 
resolved. 

Completed 
(100%)  

LIFELONG LEARNING 
 

Strongly advocate for the relocation of the Federation 
Training's Fulham campus to Sale CBD and in doing 

Met with Federation Training Executive Director Strategic Engagement 
and Director Community and Industry Development to plan 
arrangements for a public event at Port of Sale in early May to brief 

In Progress 
(50%) 
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Major Initiatives Progress Comment Status 

so improve accessibility to education and training 
outcomes for the Wellington community. 

key stakeholder and influencers on progress with the TAFE's new Sale 
campus. 

Undertake a twelve-month review of the Wellington 
Centre operations (including structure, hours, etc) 
with findings to Council prior to 30 June. 

Preparation for review of operations at Wellington Centre is 
progressing this month. 

In Progress 
(30%) 

ECONOMY 
Progress West Sale Airport initiatives including future 
stages of the Eastern Recreation Aviation Precinct 
and the Infrastructure Upgrades (Runway Extension) 
Project. 

Airport designers SMEC will be engaged to finalise detailed designs 
for the Eastern Recreation Aviation Precinct.  
 
Waste water system design is currently being approved by Gippsland 
Water.  

In Progress 
(75%) 

ORGANISATIONAL 
Effectively manage and operate the Gippsland 
Regional Livestock Exchange and develop a business 
plan and associated governance structures to 
Council's satisfaction. 

Throughput is continuing to improve. Completed actions for this 
quarter include draft GRLE eNewsletter and appointment of Stocklive 
to commence Live Streaming and bidding of sales. Council staff met 
with operating agents to discuss operations and introduced a new 
operator of the calf market. 

In Progress 
(65%) 

Secure funding for the upgrade of Cameron Sporting 
Complex Maffra to ensure the facility meets growing 
demand. 

Two State Government funding announcements were made in 
October 2018 totalling $4M towards the project. Sport and Recreation 
Victoria are contributing $3M and Latrobe Valley Authority are 
contributing $1M. Council and community contributions towards the 
redevelopment are in place. There is currently a shortfall of approx. 
$750,000 between the quantity surveyors estimate for the total cost of 
the project and the current budget available. A value management 
process is currently occurring. 

Completed 
(100%) 
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Initiatives Progress Comment Status 

COMMUNITIES 

Provide exceptional visitor information services 
through Council's Visitor Information Centre 
network and report to Council on key deliverables 
by June 2019. 

Sale Visitor Information Centre has experienced a 12% increase in its 
first year on year comparison and has played a large role in recent 
months in providing up to date advice on fires, traffic conditions, 
alternate drives and providing general advice about slowing down, 
headlights, allowing more time, traffic congestion and referring to 
websites Vic Roads and Vic Emergency. 

In Progress (75%) 

Progress a review of the Boating Facilities 
Strategic Plan, including opportunity for community 
engagement, and present to Council for 
consideration. 

Community Engagement process has been completed. Feedback and 
submissions made by Community have gone to Council Workshop for 
consideration. 

In Progress (90%) 

Report Council achievements in the delivery of the 
RuralAccess Work Plan and Outcomes for 
Wellington Shire Council. 

Purchase of Seaspray beach access matting finalised.  
Commenced transition of Wellington Access and Inclusion Advisory 
Group (WAIAG) into Council Advisory Group. 

Ongoing 

Implement two recommendations from the Age 
Friendly Position Statement 2018. 

Wellington Age Friendly Strategy to be endorsed at April 2 Council 
meeting. 

In Progress (10%) 

SERVICES AND INFRASTURCTURE 
Finalise the tools and data to inform annual 
reviews of the 10 Year Community Facilities 
Capital Program, making sure that the program 
incorporates all community facilities. 

Project Prioritisation Model is progressing well with framework out for 
feedback. 

In Progress (55%) 

Develop an implementation plan for the town entry 
improvement program and commence the 
development of initial priorities for Loch Sport, 
including opportunities for community engagement 
where appropriate. 

Internal design and engagement plan review expected to be completed 
over April 2019, with community engagement to be undertaken in June 
2019. The construction phase is to be undertaken in the 2019/20 
financial year.  

In Progress (80%) 

Audit accessibility needs and complete required 
designs for retrofitting of all existing Regional & 
District level play spaces. 

Project Approval Statement forms were submitted.  
All future projects are included within Capital Works Plan. 

Completed 
(100%) 
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Initiatives Progress Comment Status 

Engage with stakeholders to complete designs of 
the Port of Sale Mooring Access Project. 

Council officers updated Port of Sale Boat Club regarding project being 
on hold pending outcome of drought funding. 

In Progress (75%) 

Review the logic of the placement of community 
managed facilities in the Facilities Hierarchy 
including operating subsidy amounts and make 
appropriate recommendations for any changes 
required to be considered by Council. 

Experienced an issue with lack of process for reviewing of subsidies 
with Cameron Sporting Complex surround maintenance changes which 
will be addressed in the Community Managed Facilities Strategy. First 
meeting of Community Managed Facilities Strategy internal working 
group held on 6 March. 

In Progress (65%) 

Undertake an audit of the HVAC system at The 
Wedge, to identify best patron comfort and 
environmental savings. 

Built Environment Facilities team has engaged a suitable contractor to 
deliver the audit, and an onsite inspection of the HVAC system at the 
Wedge was done on 5 March. 

In Progress (40%) 

Undertake holistic review of town centre and 
tourism feature signage for major townships and 
develop an action plan. 

Built Environment Planning is completing some minor adjustments to 
signs which will be completed and reviewed by end of April 2019. Works 
in Loch Sport are expected to be completed by end of June 2019.  
Signage reviews for Sale, Maffra, Heyfield, Stratford, and Yarram to 
commence prior to June 2019, and be completed in the first half of the 
2019/20 financial year. 

In Progress (60%) 
 

Prepare Special Charge Schemes for Council 
adoption and progress as required. 

Bruce Street, Yarram Special Charge Street Construction Scheme will 
be considered by Council at their meeting on 16 April. 

In Progress (50%) 
 

Complete a feasibility study on the benefits of 
changing sports turf over to more drought and 
disease tolerant turf species. 

Trial couch turf was monitored over March and it showed good strong 
growth with minimal watering.  
 
Application was submitted to Climate Adaptation Fund - "Playing the 
Climate Game" to seek funding to establish low water use turf at 
Baldwin Reserve as an extension to the trial. 

In Progress (70%) 

Review the processes, maintenance levels and 
responsibilities of community-managed facilities 
(particularly Crown land) and make appropriate 
recommendations for any changes required to be 
considered by Council. 

First meeting of the Community Managed Facilities Strategy internal 
working group was held 6 March. Maintenance audit data is being 
prepared for distribution to Committees of Management. A meeting was 
held with internal stakeholders to review the 60/40 maintenance process 
and data capture to ensure all organisational requirements are being 
met. 

In Progress (55%) 
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Initiatives Progress Comment Status 

Advance the industrial rezoning of land in 
Wurruk/West Sale to support economic growth. 

Amendment C103 which proposes to rezone land adjacent to the West 
Sale Airport for industrial purposes has concluded public notice. Council 
Officers are currently considering submissions. 

In Progress (50%) 

Implement Project 1 and 2 of a Planning Scheme 
Review (as part of the State Government's 
Planning in the Economic Growth Zone project) to 
ensure that the Planning Scheme is up to 
date/relevant. 

Council Officers continue to liaise with the Department of Environment, 
Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) who are facilitating various 
planning scheme changes as part of the State Government's Planning 
in the Economic Growth Zone (PEGZ) project. It is expected that a 
Planning Scheme Amendment will be publicly notified later in 2019. 

In Progress (40%) 

Implement updated noise contour mapping for 
RAAF Base East Sale (subject to consultation with 
the Department of Defence) to support the 
ongoing operation of this airfield. 

Following a meeting with the Department of Defence, further advice on 
noise contour mapping and planning controls around RAAF Base East 
Sale has been received which is currently under consideration by 
Council Officers. 

In Progress (15%) 

Develop a consistent and practical internal land 
use planning process to ensure open space 
requirements are adequately considered 

SPEAR Software has provided consistent and practical internal land use 
planning process to ensure open space requirements are adequately 
considered. 

Completed (100%) 

Implement the North Sale Development Plan into 
the Planning Scheme to support well planned 
housing growth. 

The final stage of the adopted North Sale Development Plan, being the 
Developer Contributions Mechanism, is currently being finalised. 

In Progress (70%) 

Provide engineering input for the development of 
Strategic Land Use Plans in a timely manner. 

Continuing to provide advice on the North Sale Planning Development 
Overlay relating to drainage infrastructure as required. 

Ongoing 

Facilitate preparation of a development plan for 
the Wurruk Growth area (subject to a private 
request) to support well planned housing growth. 

A Development Plan request is yet to be lodged for the Wurruk Growth 
Area. 

Not Due to Start 

Review the Residential Road and Street 
Construction Plan, including opportunity for 
community engagement, and present to Council 
for consideration. 

The community engagement process has been completed with Council 
receiving a total of 55 submissions for the Residential Road and Street 
Construction Plan. The Coongulla township street scheme was the 
primary theme from all submissions, however the majority were either in 
favour, or not in favour, of the scheme and did not provide feedback on 
the strategy itself. Minor adjustments to the Plan were undertaken which 
included, extending the scheme area for Hodges Road, and minor 
changes to the criteria for strategic streets.  

In Progress (90%) 
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Initiatives Progress Comment Status 

The adjusted plan and community engagement will go to a Council 
workshop on 2 April 2019. 

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 
Continue to implement recommendations and 
actions to support the 5 year work plan to reduce 
energy consumption by 5% per year at The 
Wedge Performing Art Space and the Wellington 
Centre. 

Scoping of audit for HVAC has been documented between Wedge and 
Built Environment staff. 

In Progress (75%) 

Continue to implement recommendations and 
actions to support the 5 year work plan to reduce 
energy consumption by 5% per year at Aqua 
Energy and Gippsland Regional Sports Complex 
(GRSC). 

Installation of PV Solar panels has been completed and connection to 
the grid established at both GRSC and Aqua Energy.  
LED lighting upgrade at Leisure centres continues as an ongoing 
project. The next areas identified for upgrade are the Aqua Energy 
outdoor pool area and members carpark.  
 

In Progress (70%) 

LIFELONG LEARNING 
Plan and manage the rollout requirements for the 
Educloud Project across Wellington Shire 
Council's, participating Schools and Wellington 
Libraries. 

Educloud rollout to all Wellington Shire Libraries, Port of Sale, provision 
of access to all VCE students within Wellington, and other designated 
sites has been completed. 

Completed (100%) 

ECONOMY 
Work with partners including Latrobe Valley 
Authority, RDV and AusIndustry to promote 
government funding opportunities to Wellington 
businesses to support expansion plans and job 
creation and report outcomes to Council. 

Continuing to promote the Latrobe Valley Authority's financial incentives 
with another expanding business in Stratford receiving $15k in stamp 
duty reimbursements. 

In Progress (70%) 

Implement the 2018-20 Action Plan associated 
with Wellington Shire Economic Development 
Strategy. 

Continuing to monitor the successful implementation of the Economic 
Development Strategy.  

In Progress (70%) 
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Initiatives Progress Comment Status 

Seek funding for and develop a business case for 
the extension of the Great Southern Rail Trail 
through to Yarram to increase visitation and 
business opportunities in adjacent areas. 

The funding application for Building Better Regions was unsuccessful. 
Latrobe Valley Authority has elected to reallocate funding considering 
the partner funding was not forthcoming. 

In Progress (50%) 

Implement year one actions emanating from the 
Recreation Vehicle (RV) Strategy. 

RV Park signs will be completed in first week April and installation will 
be rolled out in the coming weeks.    

In Progress (65%) 

ORGANISATIONAL 
Update finance business systems to meet 
governance requirements. 

The upgrade was completed successfully. 
The next version of Authority upgrade is scheduled in early May 2019. 

Completed (100%) 

Design and develop a new Wellington Shire 
Council website. 

This project is postponed until the impacts of future shared services 
arrangements are established. 

Deferred 

Complete improvement upgrades for the 
Microwave Communications Infrastructure across 
Wellington Shire Council and East Gippsland 
Shire. 

Major Microwave upgrade for the Rosedale Library has been completed 
with improved connectivity for community. The process for constructing 
new Microwave tower at the Gippsland Regional Sports Complex is still 
progressing and Council is awaiting the appropriate RAAF approval 
process to complete. 

In Progress (80%) 
 

Undertake the implementation of a Workforce 
Management System across all Leisure Services 
managed facilities. 

IT Department is currently assessing the system integration with 
other corporate software packages (i.e. Authority). Software upgrades 
may be required before the implementation. 

In Progress (40%) 

Build a network with other Gippsland based 
councils to share knowledge and learn from each 
other's experiences. 

No meetings held during this quarter with other Gippsland Councils. In Progress (50%) 

Identify and facilitate shared services opportunities 
with participating GLGN Councils. 

Council Officers have been working with Local Government Victoria and 
their Rural Councils Transformation Program to review shared services 
opportunities for transactional, administrative and ICT efficiencies with 
four of the GLGN Councils. 

Ongoing 

Review Council’s list of Surplus Land so that land 
value can be realised in accordance with policy 
and standards of best practice and develop a 

Letters to adjacent properties were sent regarding the proposed sale of 
surplus Council land at Weir Road Heyfield. After allowing time for 

In Progress  
(75%) 
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Initiatives Progress Comment Status 

business case that supports the recommended 
process/timeframe. 

responses and follow up, a report will be scheduled for Council meeting 
after April 2019. 

Establish a central Register for all contracts across 
the organisation to ensure consistency and good 
governance. 

Planning work has not commenced on this project. Not progressing 

Develop a Workforce Management Plan to 
address the human resourcing requirements while 
meeting relevant Access and Inclusion plan 
outcomes to ensure that Council has the right 
employees, with the right skills, to deliver the 
Council Plan and services required by the 
community, both now and in the future. 

Currently working in collaboration with the Gippsland Local Government 
Network (GLGN) Human Resources team on Workforce Planning. 

In Progress  
(10%) 
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GENERAL MANAGER 
CORPORATE SERVICES 

 
 

C2 - REPORT 
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ITEM C2.1 ASSEMBLY OF COUNCILLORS 
DIVISION: CORPORATE SERVICES 
ACTION OFFICER: GENERAL MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES 
DATE: 16 APRIL 2019 
 

IMPACTS 
Financial Communication Legislative Council 

Policy 
Council 

Plan 
Resources 

& Staff 
Community Environmental Engagement Risk 

Management 

  ✓  ✓      
 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 
To report on all assembly of Councillor records received for the period 27 March 2019 to  
10 April 2019. 
 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE GALLERY 
 
 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Section 80A of the Local Government Act 1989 requires a written record be kept of all assemblies 
of Councillors, stating the names of all Councillors and Council staff attending, the matters 
considered and any conflict of interest disclosures made by a Councillor.  These records must be 
reported, as soon as practicable, at an ordinary meeting of the Council and recorded in the 
minutes. 
 
Below is a summary of all assembly of Councillor records received for the period 27 March 2019 to 
10 April 2019. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council note and receive the attached Assembly of Councillor records for the 
period 27 March 2019 to 10 April 2019. 
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Assembly of Councillors summary of reports received for the period 27 March 2019 to 10 
April 2019. 
 
Date Matters considered Councillors and officers in attendance 

2 April 2019 IT / Diary Meeting Councillor Bye, Councillor Crossley, Councillor 
Hall, Councillor McCubbin, Councillor Maher, 
Councillor Rossetti, Councillor Stephens. 
Sharon Houlihan, General Manager Community & 
Culture 
Julie Baker, Acting Executive Assistant CEO Unit 
Damian Norkus, ICT Operations Officer 

2 April 2019 Corporate Management 
Team Updates (Verbal) 
Drought Response Package 
(Verbal) 
2019/20 Budget Review 
(Including Audit Committee) 
Recreational Boating 
Community Feedback & 
Recommendations for 
Council 
Residential Roads and 
Street Construction Plan 
2019 – Community 
Feedback and 
Recommendations 
Urban Paths Community 
Feedback and 
Recommendations for 
Council Adoption 
Rural & Recreational Paths 

Councillor Bye, Councillor Crossley, Councillor 
Hall, Councillor Hole, Councillor McCubbin, 
Councillor Maher, Councillor Ripper, Councillor 
Ripper, Councillor Stephens 
David Morcom, Chief Executive Officer 
Arthur Skipitaris, General Manager Corporate 
Services 
John Tatterson, Acting General Manager Built & 
Natural Environment 
John Websdale, General Manager Development 
Sharon Houlihan, General Manager Community & 
Culture 
Rod Cusack, Coordinator Built Environment 
Facilities (Item 3) 
Sam Pye, Coordinator Infrastructure Development 
(Item 3 & 4) 
Zac Elliman, Coordinator Road Planning (Item 4) 
Catherine Vassiliou, Coordinator Social Policy & 
Planning (Item 5 & 6) 

 
 
OPTIONS 
 
Council has the following options: 
 
1. Note and receive the attached assembly of Councillors records; or 
2. Not receive the attached assembly of Councillors records. 
 
 
PROPOSAL 
 
That Council note and receive the attached assembly of Councillors records during the period  
27 March 2019 to 10 April 2019. 
 
 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
No staff and/or contractors involved in the compilation of this report have declared a Conflict of 
Interest. 
 

Agenda - Ordinary Meeting 19 April 2019 46



 

 

 
LEGISLATIVE IMPACT 
 
The reporting of written records of assemblies of Councillors to the Council in the prescribed format 
complies with Section 80A of the Local Government Act 1989.  
 
 
COUNCIL PLAN IMPACT 
 
The Council Plan 2017-21 Theme 6 Organisational states the following strategic objective and 
related strategy: 
 
 Strategic Objective 6.3 
 “Maintain a well governed, transparent, high performing, ethical and accountable 

organisation.” 
 
 Strategy 6.3.3 
 “Ensure sound governance processes that result in responsive, ethical, transparent and 

accountable decision making.” 
 
This report supports the above Council Plan strategic objective and strategy. 
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ASSEMBLY OF COUNCILLORS 
 

1. DATE OF MEETING: 2 April 2019 
 

2. ATTENDEES 
 

 Councillors: 

Name In attendance 
(tick) Name In attendance 

(tick) 
 Yes No  Yes No 
Cr Bye ✓  Cr Maher ✓  
Cr Crossley ✓  Cr Ripper   ✓ 
Cr Hall ✓  Cr Rossetti  ✓  
Cr Hole   ✓ Cr Stephens ✓  
Cr McCubbin  ✓     

 
Name In attendance 

(tick) 
Name In attendance 

(tick) 

 Yes No  Yes  No 

D Morcom, CEO  ✓ S Houlihan, GMC&C ✓  
C Hastie, GMB&NE  ✓ J Websdale, GMD  ✓ 
A Skipitaris, GMCS  ✓    

 
Others in attendance: (list names and item in attendance for) Item No. 
Julie Baker, Damian Norkus 1 

 
 

3. Matters/Items considered at the meeting (list): 
1. IT / Diary Meeting 

 
4. Conflict of Interest disclosures made by Councillors: 

 
Nil 

 

Agenda - Ordinary Meeting 19 April 2019 48



 

 

ASSEMBLY OF COUNCILLORS 
 

1. DATE OF MEETING: 2 April 2019 
 

2. ATTENDEES 
 

 Councillors: 

Name In attendance 
(tick) Name In attendance 

(tick) 
 Yes No  Yes No 
Cr Bye ✓  Cr Maher ✓  
Cr Crossley ✓  Cr Ripper  ✓  
Cr Hall ✓  Cr Rossetti  ✓  
Cr Hole  ✓  Cr Stephens ✓  
Cr McCubbin  ✓     

 
Name In attendance 

(tick) 
Name In attendance 

(tick) 

 Yes No  Yes  No 

D Morcom, CEO ✓  S Houlihan, GMC&C ✓  
C Hastie, GMB&NE  ✓ J Websdale, GMD ✓  
A Skipitaris, GMCS 

✓  J Tatterson (Acting 
GMB&NE) ✓  

 
Others in attendance: (list names and item in attendance for) Item No. 
John Websdale 1 
Ian Carroll, Chris Badger & Michelle Dowsett (Audit & Risk Committee 
members) 2 

John Tatterson, Rod Cusack, Sam Pye 3 
John Tatterson, Sam Pye, Zac Elliman 4 
Sharon Houlihan, Catherine Vassiliou 5 
John Tatterson, Sharon Houlihan, Catherine Vassiliou 6 

 
3. Matters/Items considered at the meeting (list): 

1. Drought Response Package (Verbal) 
2. 2019/20 Budget Review (Including Audit & Risk Committee) 
3. Recreational Boating Community Feedback and Recommendations for Council 

Adoption 
4. Residential Roads and Street Construction Plan 2019 Community Feedback and 

Recommendations 
5. Urban Paths Community Feedback and Recommendations for Council Adoption 
6. Rural and Recreational Paths 

 
4. Conflict of Interest disclosures made by Councillors: 

 
Nil 

Agenda - Ordinary Meeting 19 April 2019 49



 

 

ITEM C2.2 RESOLVE TO ADVERTISE THE DRAFT 2019/20 BUDGET, 
PROPOSED RATES, FEES AND CHARGES 

DIVISION: CORPORATE SERVICES 
ACTION OFFICER: MANAGER CORPORATE FINANCE 
DATE: 16 APRIL 2019 
 

IMPACTS 
Financial Communication Legislative Council 

Policy 
Council 

Plan 
Resources 

& Staff 
Community Environmental Engagement Risk 

Management 
✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

 
OBJECTIVE 
 
For Council to resolve to advertise its draft 2019/20 Budget and seek public submissions in 
accordance with Section 223 of the Local Government Act 1989. 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE GALLERY 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
That: 
1. Council advertise its draft 2019/20 Budget (as attached) including: 

• fees and charges; 
• multi-year capital projects; and 
• a $1M allocation specifically aimed at drought initiatives 

in accordance with Section 129 of the Local Government Act 1989; and 
2. Council consider submissions for the draft 2019/20 Budget at a Special Council 

Meeting on Tuesday 28 May 2019 at 3pm; and 
3. Council meet on Tuesday 4 June 2019 at 3pm to consider the formal adoption of the 

2019/20 Budget; and 
4. Council makes the following declarations regarding rates and charges for the period 

commencing on 1 July 2019 and concluding on 30 June 2020: 
A) Pursuant to the provisions of Sections 158, 161 and 162 of the Local 

Government Act 1989, the Wellington Shire Council hereby resolves to declare 
that the amount it intends to raise by rates and annual service charges is 
$62,658,787: 

General Rate: $56,218,025 
Cultural & Recreational Land rates $       72,469 
Garbage Charge: $  4,325,448 
Waste Infrastructure Charge: $  1,702,800 
EPA Levy Charge: $     329,669 
Boisdale Common Effluent System Charge $       10,376 

B) (1) It be further declared that, subject to paragraph 4 of this Part, the 
general rate be raised through the application of differential rates. 

(2) A rate in the dollar of 0.005273 be specified as the general rate. 
(3) It be confirmed that the general rate for all rateable land within the 

municipal district be determined so that the amount payable be the 
Capital Improved Value multiplied by the rate in the dollar of 0.005273 

(4) a) It be recorded that Council considers that a differential rate will 
contribute to the equitable and efficient carrying out of Council 
functions. 
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 b) A differential rate be declared for that rateable land having the 
characteristics specified below, which characteristics will form 
the criteria for the differential rate so declared: 
(i) Farm Land: 

 Means any land that: 
Is “Farm Land” within the meaning of Section 2(1) of the 
Valuation of Land Act 1960 (paras a) and b)) and other 
criteria as defined by Council in c) hereunder 
a) that is not less than 2 hectares in area; and 
b) that is used primarily for grazing (including agistment), 
dairying, pig-farming, poultry-farming, fish-farming, tree-
farming, bee-keeping, viticulture, horticulture, fruit-
growing or the growing of crops of any kind or for any 
combination of those activities; and 
c) where the ratepayer is a Primary Producer with any 
evidence/ruling confirmed by the Australian Taxation 
Office, registered ABN and business plan. 

  C) Garbage Charge: 
(1) An annual service charge of $222.00 be declared for the collection and 

disposal of garbage in respect of Residential premises to which the 
service is available – whether or not the owner or occupier of any such 
premises avails themselves of the service. 

D) Waste Infrastructure Charge: 
(1) An annual service charge be declared for the development of Landfills, 

Recycling facilities, Transfer Stations and the rehabilitation of Landfill 
sites, and provision of facilities for ongoing monitoring of landfills, to 
ensure that Council can continue to provide a waste disposal service. 

 

(2) The charge be $55.00 for each property in respect of which a municipal 
charge may be levied.  This charge will not apply to properties 
identified as being within the Ninety Mile Beach Restructure Plan 
Stages 7 – 22, with the exception of those properties with an existing 
dwelling, where the charge will still apply. 

E) EPA Levy Charge: 
(1) An annual service charge of $16.92 be declared to cover the costs levied 

by the Environment Protection Authority on the operation of landfills, not 
otherwise recouped. 

(2) The charge be levied on each property to which a Garbage Charge is 
applied, at the rate of one EPA Levy Charge for each Garbage Charge. 

F) Boisdale Common Effluent System Charge: 
(1) An annual service charge of $415.00 be declared for wastewater 

availability in respect of Residential and Commercial premises in the 
township of Boisdale, to contribute towards the costs of operation and 
management of the Boisdale Common Effluent System (the System). 

(2) The charge be levied on each property which is connected to the 
System, at the rate of one charge per tenement connected. 

G) Cultural and Recreational Land: 
(1) The following amounts (excluding service charges) be declared 

(subject to completion of 2019 valuation) as payable in accordance with 
Section 4 of the Cultural and Recreational Lands Act 1963, having 
regard to the services provided by the Council in relation to such lands 
and the benefit to the community derived from this recreational land: 
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ORGANISATION LOCATION AMOUNT 

Gippsland Woodcraft Group Inc 843 Maffra-Rosedale Rd, 
Nambrok 

0.00 

Glenmaggie & District Boat Club Licola Rd, Glenmaggie 0.00 
Heyfield Bowling Club Inc George St, Heyfield 1734.82 
Heyfield Golf Club Inc 91 Golf Course Rd, Heyfield 2061.74 
Lake Wellington Yacht Club Inc 725 Marlay Point Rd, 

Clydebank 
0.00 

Newry Golf Club 875 Three Chain Road Newry 0.00 
Maffra Bowling Club Inc Princess St, Maffra 986.05 
Maffra Golf Club Fulton Rd, Maffra 4425.37 
Maffra Sale Motorcycle Club 54 Tatterson Lane, Newry 192.46 
Maffra Sale Motorcycle Club Morison St, Maffra 278.15 
Maffra Squash & Racquetball Club Inc Little Johnson St, Maffra 329.56 
Para Park Co-operative Game Reserve Sunday Island, Port Albert 5887.30 
Port Albert Water Sports & Safety 
Centre 

31-37 Bay St, Port Albert 0.00 

Sale & District Aero Modellers Club 
Inc 

Back Maffra Rd, Sale 230.69 

Sale Agricultural Society – 
Showgrounds 

Dawson St, Sale 10846.56 

Sale Agricultural Society – Sale 
Greyhound Club 

Maffra-Sale Rd, Sale 3556.64 

Sale Angling & Sport Fishing Club 5 David St, Manns Beach 0.00 
Sale Angling & Sport Fishing Club Punt Lane, Sale 0.00 
Sale Community Bowls Club Ltd Foster St, Sale 4971.12 
Sale City Football Netball Club Inc Guthridge Pde, Sale 1347.25 
Sale United Football Club Inc 313-321 Raglan St, Sale 669.67 
Sale Croquet Club Guthridge Pde, Sale 0.00 
Sale Field & Game Association Chessum Rd, Longford 917.50 
Sale Golf Club 2631 Rosedale-Longford Rd, 

Longford 
7003.86 

Sale-Maffra Badminton Association 
Inc. 

59 Gibsons Rd, Sale 593.21 

Sale Small Bore Rifle Club 86 Stephenson St, Sale 0.00 
Sale Tennis Club 51 Guthridge Pde, Sale 732.95 
Sale Turf Club Maffra-Sale Rd, Sale 9694.41 
Sale Turf Club 1227 Maffra-Sale Rd, Sale 1202.24 
Sporting Legends Club Inc 316 Montgomery Rd, 

Bundalaguah 
1025.60 

Stratford Angling Club Inc Hollands Landing Rd, 
Hollands Landing 

0.00 

Stratford Bowls Club 18-22 Dawson St, Stratford  1063.83 
West Sale Bowls Club Inc Hunt Place, Wurruk 586.62 
The Yarram Country Club Inc 332-338 Commercial Rd, 

Yarram 
9768.23 

Yarram Golf Club 42 Golf Links Rd, Yarram 2372.85 
Yarram Motorcycle Club 96 Morris Rd, Yarram 0.00 
TOTAL  $72,478.68 

Agenda - Ordinary Meeting 19 April 2019 52



 

 

 
H)  Pursuant to the provisions of Section 169 of the Local Government Act 1989, 

Council resolves to declare a Rates Rebate on land with a Deed of Covenant for 
conservation purposes. 
(1) Council considers that this rebate will ensure that the biodiversity values 

of the land will be protected for the benefit of the broader community. 
(2) The rebate will apply only to the land that is affected by a covenant as 

described in the covenant document. 
(3) The rebate will be applied at $5 per hectare, with a minimum rebate of 

$100 and a maximum equal to the annual general rate on the property for 
that portion of land. 

(4) Conditions apply as per Council’s Policy No. 4.1.12 – Rates Rebate on 
land with a Deed of Covenant for Conservation Purposes. 

 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Council has developed the draft 2019/20 Budget, for the financial year commencing 1 July 2019 
and ending 30 June 2020. 
 
The general rate increase has been capped at 2.5% in line with the Victorian Government’s Fair Go 
Rates System, to help ensure we continue to meet our community’s expectation for the growing list 
of 100 plus services we deliver throughout the 3rd largest shire in Victoria. 
 
This year, our rural community and those who depend on it have been hit hard by one of the worst 
droughts on record, accompanied by the warmest summer on record with the Bureau of 
Meteorology suggesting that there will be little relief by way of good rainfall as we enter the cooler 
months of 2019.  
 
Already, the Council has been very active in working with other tiers of government to deliver some 
immediate assistance, through activities like water cartage, pump and water infrastructure 
upgrades, events, information and further advocacy to the state and federal governments. 
 
It is apparent though that as the drought extends, all levels of Government must do more, and to 
this end this Budget includes the following key drought initiatives: -    
 

• Council has taken the unprecedented step of allocating $1 million specifically aimed at 
drought initiatives. We are now working with our rural community, and particularly our 
Agricultural Reference Group, to identify how we can ensure these funds are spent quickly, 
appropriately and with the maximum impact.  

 
• We will advocate to the state and federal government to increase their support, particularly 

around immediate short term financial assistance. 
  

• In previous years, Council has supported a 20% rate rebate to farming properties, the only 
differential rate we provide to any sector. This budget supports that this 20% general rate 
discount to rural properties be continued. 

 
There is no proposed increase to service charges. Garbage Charge will remain at $222.00, Waste 
Infrastructure Charge at $55 and EPA Levy Charge at $16.92. 
 
Fees and charges set by Council have also been reviewed and increases proposed where 
appropriate. 
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The next step in the process is for Council to formally advertise the 2019/20 Draft Budget and to 
receive submissions regarding same, so that Council is in a position to consider the adoption of the 
proposed budget at the 4 June 2019 Ordinary Council Meeting. 
 
The full range of issues considered within the budget is detailed in the attached document, which is 
based on the best practice guide for reporting local government budgets in Victoria, which focuses 
on the core statutory requirements. The budget document also includes an Appendix listing 
proposed 2019/20 fees and charges.  
 
 
OPTIONS 
 
Council has the following options: 
1. To resolve to advertise the draft 2019/20 Budget seeking submissions from the public; or 
2. To seek further information and present the draft 2019/20 Budget to Council for consideration 

at a later Council meeting, considering that legislation requires that Council must adopt the 
budget no later than 30 June 2019. 

 
 
PROPOSAL 
 
That: 
1. Council resolve to advertise the draft 2019/20 Budget (as attached) in accordance with Section 

129 of the Local Government Act 1989; and then 
2. Council consider submissions on the draft 2019/20 Budget at a Special Council Meeting on 

Tuesday 28 May 2019 at 3pm; and 
3. Council meet on Tuesday 4 June 2019 at 3pm to consider the formal adoption of the 2019/20 

Budget; and 
4. Council make declarations regarding rates and charges for the period commencing on 1 July 

2019 and concluding on 30 June 2020. 
 
 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
No staff and/or contractors involved in the compilation of this Report have declared a Conflict of 
Interest. 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 
The estimated amount to be raised by general rates and the proposed rate in the dollar is reflected 
in the table below: 
 

Type of Property Proposed 
Rate in the dollar 

Total Income 

General residential 0.005273 $34,046,959 
Commercial/Industrial 0.005273 $12,249,189 
Farm 0.004218 $9,921,877 
Cultural and Recreational Land  $72,469 
Total  $56,290,494 
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The estimated amount to be raised through service charges and the proposed charge per property 
is as follows: 
 

Type of Charge Per rateable 
property 

Total Income 

Kerbside collection (Garbage) $222.00 $4,325,448 
Waste Infrastructure Charge $55.00 $1,702,800 
EPA Levy Charge $16.92 $ 329,669 
Boisdale Common Effluent System Charge $413.00 $ 10,376 
Total  $6,368,293 

 
All rates are levied on Capital Improved Values, which were revalued at 1 January 2019 and are 
effective from 1 July 2019. 
 
Council also proposes a rate rebate on land with a Deed of Covenant for conservation purposes, 
which will amount to approximately $15,000. 
 
 
COMMUNICATION IMPACT 
 
All individuals or organisations making submissions in response to the draft 2019/20 Budget will 
have an opportunity to present to Council on Tuesday 28 May 2019 and will be advised in writing of 
the outcome once Council has considered their submission. 
 
In accordance with Section 129(4) of the Local Government Act 1989, Council will place the draft 
2019/20 Budget in the public domain for comment.  Advertisements will be placed in local 
newspapers to seek community submissions on the draft 2019/20 Budget and copies will be 
available for inspection at all Council Customer Service Centres, libraries and on Council’s website. 
 
 
LEGISLATIVE IMPACT 
 
As soon as practicable after a Council has prepared a proposed budget, the Council must give 
public notice in accordance with Section 129 of the Local Government Act 1989.  Section 223 of the 
Local Government Act 1989 requires Council to provide a 28-day submission period.  
 
 
COUNCIL PLAN IMPACT 
 
The Council Plan 2017-21 vision for the Organisational theme is Wellington is well led, managed 
and supported by best organisational practices to deliver services and infrastructure to the 
community by listening, advocating, and responding to their needs.  This includes the following 
Strategic Objective: 
 
 6.3 Strategic Objective – Maintain a well governed, transparent, high performing, ethical and 

accountable organisation.  
 
The preparation of the annual budget and releasing it to the community for public comment is in line 
with this objective. 
 
 
RESOURCES AND STAFF IMPACT 
 
The outcomes of the budget process will have an impact on the level of resources available in the 
2019/20 financial year and the staffing levels of Council.  
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COMMUNITY IMPACT 
 
The draft 2019/20 Budget reflects the financial impact of the services provided by Council to the 
community and, as such, will impact on the community through enhanced services especially in 
infrastructure construction, maintenance, recreation programs and facilities, and strengthening 
community participation.  
 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
 
Council considers that the declaration of a rate rebate on land with a Deed of Covenant for 
conservation purposes will ensure that the biodiversity values of the land will be protected for the 
benefit of the broader community 
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ITEM C2.3 RURAL COUNCILS TRANSFORMATION PROGRAM  
 FUNDING APPLICATION 
DIVISION: CORPORATE SERVICES 
ACTION OFFICER: GENERAL MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES 
DATE: 16 APRIL 2019 
 

IMPACTS 
Financial Communication Legislative Council 

Policy 
Council 

Plan 
Resources 

& Staff 
Community Environmental Engagement Risk 

Management 
✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ 

 
OBJECTIVE 
 
This report seeks Council’s commitment to participate in a joint application for funding under the 
Victorian Government’s Rural Councils Transformation Program (RCTP).  

 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council: 

1.  Note that Wellington Shire Council is a participant in a grouping of councils 
making an application for funding under the Victorian Government’s, Rural 
Councils Transformation Program (RCTP) for the following initiative:  

a.   Gippsland Shared Services Initiative Phase 1, in conjunction with Bass 
Coast, South Gippsland and East Gippsland Councils; 

2.   Note that for an RCTP application to be eligible for consideration, the following 
criteria must be met:  

a.   Submission of a joint business case (attached as a confidential document 
at Item F1.1 Rural Councils Transformation Program Funding Application) 
by 31 March 2019, noting that this has occurred; and 

b.   Each council must pass an accompanying resolution committing to 
implement the business case, if approved for funding.  The resolution must 
be lodged with Local Government Victoria by 30 April 2019.  

3.   Approve the submission of the business case (attached as a confidential 
document at Item F1.1 Rural Councils Transformation Program Funding 
Application) by Wellington Shire Council on behalf of the participating Councils; 

4.   Approve implementation of the project / initiatives within the submitted business 
by Wellington Shire Council, subject to the application being approved for RCTP 
funding.  

5. Note that the business case and supporting documents contained in the 
confidential Item F1.1 Rural Councils Transformation Program Funding 
Application of this Council Meeting agenda and designated confidential under 
Section 77 Clause (2)(c) of the Local Government Act 1989 by the General 
Manager Corporate Services on 11 April 2019 because it relates to the following 
grounds under Section 89(2) of the Local Government Act 1989: (h) any other 
matter which the Council or special committee considers would prejudice the 
Council or any person: 
be designated confidential information under Section 77 Clause (2) (b) of the 
Local Government Act 1989, except that once this recommendation has been 
adopted, Council authorise the Chief Executive Officer, as he deems appropriate, 
to make this decision and elements of the business case application public upon 
completion of the consultation process with staff and other relevant key 
stakeholders.  
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PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE GALLERY 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On 3 December 2018, notification was received from Local Government Victoria (LGV) that an 
expression of interest lodged on behalf of the participating Councils; Bass Coast, East Gippsland, 
South Gippsland and Wellington Shire Councils for funding of $5 million through the $20 million 
Rural Councils Transformation Program, had been approved to proceed to business case 
preparation and submission to LGV.  
The subject of the funding application is a Gippsland Shared Services (GSS) initiative that has 
been under investigation by the four Gippsland Councils for several years.  
LGV appointed KPMG to work with the participating Councils in order to prepare the formal 
application for RCTP funding. 
A critical element of the business case application is a formal resolution by each of the participating 
councils that commits them to proceeding with the project phase(s) as detailed in the business 
case, if the funding application is successful.  
 
 
RCTP Funding 
The objectives of the RCTP are to:  
• Improve the financial sustainability of rural and regional councils by achieving economies of 

scale, including through regional service delivery or collaborative procurement; 
• Promote more efficient and improved service delivery through collaboration and innovation;  
• Facilitate benefits for rural and regional communities, with priority given to those for rural 

communities; and 
• Demonstrate potential efficiencies to be gained through regional service delivery. 
 
The shared services project is considered a good fit with this funding program, given its 
objectives are to: 

• Deliver an operating model to enable cost effective and efficient administration and 
transaction services, while optimising the advantage of economies of scale 

• Be an enabler of continuously improving efficiency and customer service. 
• Be an enabler of the future provision of shared services to other councils and 

potentially, government entities.  
 
 
PROPOSAL 
 
For Council to endorse the RCTP funding recommendation as detailed. 
 
 
OPTIONS 
 
Council has the following options: 
1. Endorse the RCTP funding recommendation as detailed; or 
2. Not endorse the RCTP funding recommendation as detailed and request further information 
 
 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
No staff and/or contractors involved in the compilation of this report have declared a Conflict of 
Interest. 
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FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 
If the application is successful there should be no financial impact to Council for the first phase of 
this program 
 
 
COMMUNICATION IMPACT 
 
The content, format and timing of communications and consultation with staff and key 
stakeholders, will be decided and programmed by the project team and CEOs of the participating 
Councils. 
 
 
LEGISLATIVE IMPACT 
 
The implications of this business application have been assessed and not considered likely to 
breach or infringe upon the Human Rights principles as outlined in the Charter of Human Rights 
and Responsibilities Act 2006 (Vic) and referred to in Council’s Human Rights Policy.  
 
 
COUNCIL PLAN IMPACT 
 
The Council Plan 2017–21 Theme Organisational states the following strategic objective and 
related strategy: 
 
 Strategic Objective 6.1 
 Wellington Shire Council is a leader in best practice, innovation, and continuous 

improvement. 
 
 Strategy 6.1.3 
 Consider opportunities for a shared services approach to Council business. 
 
This report supports the above Council Plan strategic objective and strategy. 
 
 
RESOURCES AND STAFF IMPACT 
 
Any identified resource or staff impacts will be managed as part of any project that may be 
initiated. 
 
 
COMMUNITY IMPACT 
 
The outcomes of the GSS Initiatives will be positive for the community as it would ensure the 
efficient use of ratepayer income and provide a greater focus on community outcomes. 
 
 
ENGAGEMENT IMPACT 
 
Consultation has taken place previously via briefings to our staff, Councillors and the ASU. 
Should our application be successful we will ensure that engagement and consultation is 
programmed into the project lifecycle.   
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RISK MANAGEMENT IMPACT 
 
Any risks will be identified and managed as part of the first phase of this program of work. 
 
It should also be noted that there are significant risks associated with failure to embrace change; 
and these centre on the concern that rural councils who continue to stand alone may well become 
progressively less financially sustainable over time.  Lack of resources will lead to a struggle to 
innovate and digitise and therefore, councils may fail to meet community expectations for modern 
service delivery. 
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DEVELOPMENT 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C3 - REPORT 
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ITEM C3.1 QUARTERLY STRATEGIC LAND USE PLANNING UPDATE 
DIVISION: DEVELOPMENT 
ACTION OFFICER: MANAGER LAND USE PLANNING 
DATE: 16 APRIL 2019 
 

IMPACTS 
Financial Communication Legislative Council 

Policy 
Council 

Plan 
Resources 

& Staff 
Community Environmental Engagement Risk 

Management 

 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   
 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 
To update Council on the strategic land use planning work program for the first quarter (January – 
March) of 2019. 
 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE GALLERY 
 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The strategic land use planning work program is regularly reviewed by Council’s Strategic Land 
Use Planning Projects Review Group (Review Group), which was appointed by Council at the 
Special Council meeting of 6 December 2016.  The Review Group considered it beneficial to 
provide Council and the community with a quarterly update of the strategic land use planning work 
program, which comprises various prioritised projects and planning scheme amendments as 
outlined in Attachment 1.  
 
 
OPTIONS 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the 2019 first quarterly update on the strategic land use planning work program; or 
2. not receive the 2019 first quarterly update on the strategic land use planning work program 

and seek further information for consideration at a future Council meeting. 
 
 
PROPOSAL 
 
To receive the 2019 first quarterly update on the strategic land use planning work program. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
That Council receive the 2019 first quarterly update on the strategic land use planning 
work program (included in Attachment 1 to this Report). 
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CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
No staff and/or contractors involved in the compilation of this report have declared a Conflict of 
Interest. 
 
 
LEGISLATIVE IMPACT 
 
All strategic land use planning matters are considered in accordance with the Planning and 
Environment Act 1987 and/or any relevant legislation. 
 
 
COUNCIL PLAN IMPACT 
 
The Council Plan 2017–2021 Theme 2: Services and Infrastructure states the following strategic 
objective and related strategies: 
 
 Strategic Objective 2.3 

‘Wellington Shire is well planned, considering long term growth and sustainability.’ 
  

Strategy 2.3.1  
‘Continue to provide strategic planning to encourage long term growth and sustainability in 
Wellington Shire.’ 
 
Strategy 2.3.2 
‘Ensure sufficient land supply to provide for a range of lifestyle options which support 
housing diversity including affordable housing.’ 
 
Strategy 2.3.3 
‘Recognise and advocate for best practice land development which considers energy 
efficiency and sustainability for housing.’  

 
This Report supports the above Council Plan strategic objective and strategies. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

Current Strategic Land Use Planning Projects 

North Sale Development Plan & Developer Contributions Plan  
Priority: High      Anticipated completion: 19/20 
 

Status 
The ‘North Sale Development Plan’ (Development Plan) was formally adopted by Council 
at its meeting of 17 April 2018 and facilitates the coordinated and integrated growth of 294 
hectares of land within the nominated growth area to the north of Sale over the next 15 – 
20 years. 
The final Development Plan is available to view electronically on Council’s website and in 
hard copy at the Shire offices at 18 Desailly Street, Sale. 
Detailed work is currently nearing completion in the preparation of the associated 
Infrastructure Funding Arrangement, which will seek to equitably apportion the costs 
associated with the required infrastructure provision across the developable land within 
the growth area. 
 
West Sale and Wurruk Industrial Land Supply Strategy – Technical Report 
Preparation 
Priority: High      Anticipated completion:  18/19 
 

Status 
The ‘West Sale and Wurruk Industrial Land Supply Strategy (April 2018)’, (the Strategy) 
was formally adopted by Council at its meeting of 19 June 2018. The Strategy includes a 
recommendation to rezone 55Ha of land adjacent to the West Sale Airport (Candidate 
Area 2) for industrial uses.  
A recommended action of the Strategy is the preparation of several detailed technical 
reports to address issues relating to cultural heritage, vegetation, drainage and traffic 
matters. 
 
With funding from the Victorian Planning Authority via the ‘Streamlining for Growth’ 
program, consultants Urban Enterprise have been appointed to prepare the technical 
reports to support the detailed master planning of Candidate Area 2. 
 
Investigative work is now underway. 
 
Planning in the Economic Growth Zone (PEGZ) 
Priority: High      Anticipated completion: 19/20 
 

Status 
The ‘Economic Growth Zone’ (EGZ) was established in November 2016 as part of a $226 
million package to help boost the local economy of the Latrobe Valley following a general 
downturn in economic conditions.  
 
The EGZ includes Wellington Shire; Latrobe City and Baw Baw Shire. The ‘Planning in the 
Economic Growth Zone’, (PEGZ) initiative comprises a series of planning projects that 
constitute the town planning response to the Minister for Planning’s declaration of the 
EGZ.  
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All of the PEGZ projects aim to support economic development through a review of the 
Wellington Planning Scheme provisions to create a simpler, more consistent and less 
cumbersome planning system across the EGZ. 
 
An Amendment to include the recommendations of the various PEGZ studies into the 
Wellington Planning Scheme is expected to commence in late 2019.  
 
Port of Sale East Bank Redevelopment Study 
Priority: High      Anticipated completion: 18/19 

Status 
The ‘Port of Sale East Bank Redevelopment Study’, (the Study) aims to investigate the 
strategic land use opportunities and associated planning provisions required to guide the 
redevelopment of land located on the eastern side of the Port of Sale, being land formerly 
occupied by the Sale High School and Specialist School. 
 
Following community consultation in February 2019, Ratio planning consultants are 
currently preparing draft planning scheme provisions to facilitate appropriate uses and 
development on the site, which are expected to be completed in May 2019. 
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Council Planning Scheme Amendments 
C99:  Updated Flood Mapping 
Priority: High       Anticipated Completion: 19/20 

Status 

Council officers, in consultation with the West and East Gippsland Catchment 
Management Authorities, are undertaking preparation work to update flood overlay 
controls in flood prone areas of the municipality, to better reflect the best available flood 
information.  
Subject to formal Council consideration (and subsequent Ministerial Authorisation being 
granted), public exhibition timeframes are tentatively anticipated to be in mid-2019. 

C100: Yarram Butter Factory 
Priority: High        Anticipated completion: Completed                           

Status 
Amendment C100 rectifies a technical anomaly within the Wellington Planning Scheme to 
correctly apply the Heritage Overlay to the Yarram Butter Factory. 
 
Amendment C100 was approved and formally Gazetted by the Minister for Planning on 7 
February 2019. 
 
C102: Technical Amendment 
Priority: Low      Anticipated completion: 19/20 
 

Status 
Detailed background work in compiling minor policy-neutral technical errors within the 
Wellington Planning Scheme (i.e. mapping and grammatical anomalies) is continuing. 

The detailed content of Amendment C102 will be discussed with the Department of 
Environment, Land, Water and Planning in due course, and where necessary, the support 
of individually affected landowners sought. 
 
C103: West Sale Industrial Land  
Priority: High     Anticipated Completion: 19/20 

Status 

Following the formal adoption of the ‘West Sale and Wurruk Industrial Land Supply 
Strategy (April 2018)’ at its meeting of 19 June 2018, work has now commenced on 
Planning Scheme Amendment C103 to support the rezoning of land immediately adjacent 
to the West Sale Airport.  The Amendment will facilitate industrial uses and apply detailed 
planning controls to manage the potential impacts of future development on nearby 
sensitive uses. 
Planning Scheme Amendment C103 was exhibited between 7 March and 8 April 2019 and 
is expected to be presented to Council in May 2019. 
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Private Planning Scheme Amendments 

C94:  Rezoning of the former Sale Police Station Site 
Priority: High      Completed 
 

Status 
At the request of the Department of Justice, the former Sale Police Station (located on the 
South Gippsland Highway) was rezoned from the Public Use Zone to the Residential 
Growth Zone to facilitate its sale as a surplus asset to the Department’s needs. 
A formal Notice of Approval of the rezoning appeared in the Government Gazette on 
14 January 2016. 
 
The State Government continues to seek to resolve the issue of the removal of Native 
Title on the site, which currently prevents the sale of the land for development purposes. 
 
C105: Stratford Rail Bridge Upgrade 
Priority: High     Anticipated Completion 18/19 

Status 

Amendment C105 is being prepared by the Minister for Planning and is required to 
introduce the relevant planning provisions into the Wellington Planning Scheme to enable 
the efficient delivery of the new railway bridge crossing at Stratford. 

The Amendment will allow the use and development of land associated with the project to 
be undertaken without the need for planning permits if it is in accordance with the 
proposed, ‘Gippsland Line Upgrade – Avon River Bridge Upgrade Incorporated 
Document, November 2018’. 

Council resolved to provide written support for Amendment C105 at the meeting of 7 
November 2018. 

Amendment C105 is currently being assessed by the Department of Environment, Land, 
Water and Planning. 
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ITEM C3.2 MONTHLY PLANNING DECISIONS - FEBRUARY 
DIVISION: DEVELOPMENT 
ACTION OFFICER: MANAGER LAND USE PLANNING 
DATE: 16 APRIL 2019 
 

IMPACTS 
Financial Communication Legislative Council 

Policy 
Council 

Plan 
Resources 

& Staff 
Community Environmental Engagement Risk 

Management 

 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   
 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 
To provide a report to Council on recent planning permit trends and planning decisions made under 
delegation by Statutory Planners during the month of February 2019. 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE GALLERY 
 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
Statutory Planners have delegated authority under the Planning and Environment Act 1987 to 
make planning decisions in accordance with the Planning and Environment Act 1987 and the 
Wellington Planning Scheme, including the issue of planning permits, amended permits, extensions 
of time, refusal of planning permits and notices of decision to grant a planning permit. 
 
A copy of planning permit decisions made between 1 February and 28 February 2019 is included 
in Attachment 1.   
 
Attachment 2 provides an overview of recent planning permit trends including decisions made, 
efficiency of decision making and the estimated value of approved development (derived from 
monthly planning permit activity reporting data).  
 
 
OPTIONS 
 
Council may choose to note this report, alternatively, Council may choose to seek further 
information and refer this report to another meeting. 
 
 
PROPOSAL 
 
That Council note the report of recent planning permit trends and planning application 
determinations between 1 February and 28 February 2019. 
 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
That Council note the report on recent Planning Permit trends and Planning 
Application determinations between 1 February and 28 February 2019. 
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CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
No staff and/or contractors involved in the compilation of this report have declared a conflict of 
interest. 
 
 
COMMUNICATION IMPACT 
 
The monthly report communicates information about planning trends and determinations including 
the issue of planning permits, amended permits, refusal of planning permits, and notices of 
decision to grant a planning permit. 
 
 
LEGISLATIVE IMPACT 
 
All planning decisions have been processed and issued in accordance with the Planning and 
Environment Act 1987 and the Wellington Planning Scheme. 
 
 
COUNCIL POLICY IMPACT 
 
All planning decisions have been issued after due consideration of relevant Council policy, 
including Council’s Heritage Policy, and the requirements of the Planning Policy Framework in the 
Wellington Planning Scheme. 
 
 
COUNCIL PLAN 
 
The Council Plan 2017–2021 Theme 2: Services and Infrastructure states the following strategic 
objective and related strategy: 
 Strategic Objective 2.3 

‘Wellington Shire is well planned, considering long term growth and sustainability.’ 
  

Strategy 2.3.3 
‘Recognise and advocate for best practice land development which considers energy 
efficiency and sustainability for housing.’  

 
This Report supports the above Council Plan strategic objective and strategy. 
 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
 
Planning decisions are made in accordance with the relevant environmental standards to ensure 
that environmental impacts are minimised.
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ATTACHMENT 1 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
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DECISIONS  ISSUED WITHIN 60 DAYS 
JULY 2011 - FEBRUARY 2019

Wellington Shire Rural/Regional Average
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ESTIMATED VALUE OF WORKS
MAY 2013 - FEBRUARY 2019

Wellington Shire Average for Other Gippsland Councils (Bass Coast, Baw Baw, East Gippsland, Latrobe, South Gippsland)
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ITEM C4.1 BRUCE STREET YARRAM SPECIAL CHARGE STREET 
CONSTRUCTION SCHEME – DECLARATION OF SCHEME 

DIVISION: BUILT AND NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

ACTION OFFICER: MANAGER ASSETS AND PROJECTS 

DATE: 16 APRIL 2019 

 
Financial Communication Legislative Council 

Policy 
Council 

Plan 
Resources 
and Staff 

Community Environmental Engagement Risk 
Management 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 
The purpose of this report is for Council to consider the declaration of the Bruce Street Special 
Charge Street Construction Scheme Number 1801 as a Special Charge Scheme for the 
construction of Bruce Street between CH100 and CH230 in Yarram. 
 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE GALLERY 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That: 
 
1. Wellington Shire Council (Council) having noted there were no submissions/objections 

received within the requirements of sections 163A, 163B and 223 of the Local 
Government Act 1989 (the Act) and otherwise according to law and having, so far as can 
be ascertained from available records and can reasonably be concluded, ascertained 
that the section of Bruce Street Yarram for which it is proposed the Special Charge will 
be declared has not previously been constructed by way of a Special Rate or Special 
Charge, hereby declares a Special Charge under section 163(1) of the Act for the 
purposes of repaying (with interest) any loan raised by Council in relation to the 
construction of Bruce Street between CH100 and CH230 and the provision of minor 
ancillary works.  

 
2. The criteria which form the basis of the declaration of the Special Charge is the 

ownership of rateable land in the area of the Scheme which, based on scheme benefit 
units and calculated by access benefit, where their land has and enjoys an abuttal to or 
access from Bruce Street, to the proposed works.   

         
3. In declaring the Special Charge, Council is performing functions and exercising powers 

in relation to the peace, order and good government of the municipal district of the 
Wellington Shire, in particular the provision of proper, safe and suitable roads and 
property services within the area for which the Special Charge is declared.  

 
4. The total cost of the performance of the function and the exercise of the power by 

Council (in relation to the provision of proper, safe and suitable roads and property 
services in the area for which the Special Charge is declared) is $18,000 being the 
estimated cost of the works to be undertaken.  
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5. The total estimated amount to be levied under the Scheme as the Special Charge is 
$5,400.  
 

6. The Special Charge will commence on 16 April 2019 and remain in force for a period of 
four years. 
 

7. The area for which the Special Charge is declared is all of the land within the boundary 
shown on the plan set out in the attachment forming a part of this declaration (being 
Attachment 1).  

 
8. The Special Charge will be declared and assessed in accordance with the amounts set 

out alongside each property in Attachment 2. Such amounts having respectively been 
assessed based on access benefit, which a property included in the scheme has to the 
road.   

 
9. The Special Charge will be levied by sending a notice of levy in the prescribed form 

quarterly to the person liable to pay the Special Charge. 
 

10. Because the performance of the function and the exercise of the power in respect of 
which the Special Charge is declared and levied relates substantially to capital works , 
the Special Charge will be levied on the basis of an instalment plan being given to 
ratepayers whereby:- such ratepayers may subject to any further resolution by Council, 
pay the special charge per property/title in accordance with the following: 

 
• the full amount within 45 days of invoice or 
• payment may be made over 16 quarterly instalments (4 years) including 

interest. 
 
11. Council will consider proven cases of financial and other hardship and may reconsider 

other payment options for the Special Charge. 
 

12. No incentives will be given for payment of the Special Charge before the due date for 
payment.  

 
13. Council considers that there will be a special benefit to the persons required to pay the 

Special Charge because there will be a benefit to those persons that is over and above, 
or greater than, the benefit that is available to persons who are not subject to the 
Special Charge.  The criteria used as a basis for declaring the special charge are: 

 
• Reduction in dust 
• Enhance the amenity and character of the land and local area 
• Creation of improved riding surface for the street 
• Improved access and egress from properties  
• Improved road drainage 
• Improved road safety for motorists 

 
14.  Notice be given to all owners of properties included in the Scheme in writing of the 

decision of Council to declare and levy the Special Charge commencing on  
16 April 2019 and the reasons for the decision.  
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BACKGROUND 
 
Bruce Street in Yarram is located within the residential township area. The road is approximately 
230m in length, with kerb and channel constructed on both sides. The road has sealed and 
unsealed sections.  The unsealed section extends between CH100 to CH230. The full length is 
managed and maintained by Wellington Shire Council.  
 
The poor condition of the kerb and channel along the unsealed section has been exacerbated by 
the mature nature strip trees and the unsealed section of road pavement and it is proposed that it 
be replaced under the capital works program. 
 
Sealing of the road pavement undertaken in conjunction with the kerb and channel replacement 
and the removal of the naturestrip trees and planting of a more appropriate species would provide a 
benefit to the owners of properties adjacent to the works.  The upgrade works proposed in the 
scheme are the sealing of the road pavement and the provision of pram crossings. 
 
A concept design plan and construction estimates were prepared, in addition to a draft 
apportionment schedule to determine the estimated amount that would be recovered from each 
property within the scheme.   
 
A public meeting was held on 17 October 2018 to outline the proposal for the Special Charge Street 
Construction Scheme.  A follow up letter with a survey form was sent to each property owner 
following this public meeting, along with an estimated apportionment cost and concept plan. 
 
The survey results showed that 80% of the property owners (12 owners) replied and 100% of these 
replies where in favour of the proposed scheme. 
 
A Council resolution of its ‘Intention to Declare the Scheme’ was made at the 5 February 2019 
Ordinary Council Meeting.  Following this resolution, a Public Notice of the proposed declaration 
was placed in the Gippsland Times on Tuesday 12 February 2019 and Yarram Standard on 
Wednesday 13 February 2019.  A copy of the notice was served on all owners of property intended 
to be included under the scheme on 12 February 2019.  The final date for the receipt of written 
submissions/objections was Friday 15 March 2019. 
 
Copies of the proposed declaration were placed at the Yarram Service Centre and Sale Service 
Centre-Council Headquarters for public inspection. The proposed declaration was also posted on 
the Council’s website. 
 
There were no written submissions or objections received with regards to the scheme.  
 
 
OPTIONS 
 

1. Adopt the scheme as presented by declaring the special charge and serve notice on all 
property owners liable to pay under the scheme; or, 

2. Abandon the scheme and advise all property owners within the scheme of Council’s 
decision: or, 

3. Modify the scheme and prepare a new scheme then advertise and serve notice on all 
property owners within the scheme. 
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PROPOSAL 
 
That Council adopt the scheme as presented by declaring a Special Charge for the construction 
and sealing of Bruce Street between CH100 to CH230 in the township of Yarram.  Council serve 
notice on all property owners intended to be made liable under the scheme. 
 
 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
No staff and/or contractors involved in the compilation of this report have declared a Conflict of 
Interest in this section 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 
The scheme is estimated to cost      $18,000 
 
Portion to be recovered from property owners:     $ 5,400 
 
Portion to be paid by Council as a property owner:     $        0 
 
Portion to be paid by Council as direct costs:    $12,600 
 
Total estimated cost of scheme:      $18,000 
 
These amounts do not include GST. 
 

1. Council’s contribution has been allowed for in the 2019/20 Capital Works Program with 
property owners contributing $5,400.  The Council contribution is intended to come from the 
Commonwealth Roads to Recovery Program. 

 
2. The method of apportioning the costs for this scheme is based on access benefit.  

Accordingly, the estimated cost is to be uniformly apportioned among the properties in the 
scheme with frontage abuttal to the road/street to be constructed as one access benefit and 
one half access benefit for all properties with sideage abuttal to a road/street to be 
constructed.  
 

3. It is proposed under the scheme to invoice property owners for their apportioned project 
amount after commencement of construction of the scheme.  Options for payment per 
property/parcel/title are 16 quarterly instalments (4 years) for all amounts.  An interest 
component will be included where payment is to be made under this instalment program. 

 
4. The estimated cost per property with frontage abuttal is $360.  The estimated cost per 

property with sideage abuttal is $180. 
 
 

LEGISLATIVE IMPACT  
 
This scheme has been prepared in accordance with Section 163, 163A, 163B of the Local 
Government Act 1989.  Notification will be in accordance with Sections 163 and 223 of the Local 
Government Act 1989. 
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COUNCIL POLICY IMPACT 
 
The scheme has been prepared in accordance with Council’s Special Charge Schemes – Roads, 
Street & Drainage Development Policy 4.2.4 and 2014 Residential Road and Street Construction 
Plan. 
 
 
RESOURCES AND STAFF IMPACT 
 
Implementation of the scheme can be undertaken within the resources of the Assets & Projects unit 
with the assistance of external contract engineering support for the survey and design of the 
scheme. In the event the scheme is adopted by Council, construction will be carried out by an 
approved contractor via a tender process. 
 
 
COMMUNITY IMPACT 
 
Implementation of this scheme will have a positive community impact as it will result in Bruce 
Street, Yarram being fully sealed in line with current service standards.  Benefits will include the 
elimination of vehicle generated dust and improved traffic conditions.  
 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
 
Implementation of this scheme will have a positive environmental impact arising from the reduction 
of dust generated by vehicles as well as improved quality of storm water runoff. 
 
 
ENGAGEMENT IMPACT 
 
A comprehensive public consultation process has been entered into with affected property owners 
including: 
 

• Information letter advising property owners of street works proposal 7 September 2018   
• Public meeting held at Yarram, 17 October 2018  
• Mail out survey of all property owners, 20 November 2018 
• Follow up phone calls and emails requesting replies to the survey. 
• Public Notices placed in local newspapers of ‘Intention to Declare the Scheme’ on 12 

February 2019 and 13 February 2019. 
• Letter with a copy of Public Notice mailed to property owners on 12 February 2019. 

 
 
RISK MANAGEMENT IMPACT 
 
Implementation of the scheme will produce a reduction in risk to motorists and other road users 
through improved visibility (reduction of dust, improved riding surface), properly identified through 
lanes and pedestrian safety through the provision of a footpath crossings. 
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Attachment 1 
 
BRUCE STREET – YARRAM   
SPECIAL CHARGE STREET CONSTRUCTION SCHEME No 1801 
 
PLAN OF SPECIAL CHARGE SCHEME AREA. 
 

Scheme Boundary   
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Attachment 2 
BRUCE STREET – ESTIMATED APPORTIONMENT OF COSTS 
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GENERAL MANAGER  
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CULTURE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C5 - REPORT 
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ITEM C5.1 GIPPSLAND ART GALLERY ADVISORY GROUP MINUTES 
DIVISION: COMMUNITY & CULTURE 
ACTION OFFICER: MANAGER COMMUNITY WELLBEING 
DATE: 16 APRIL 2019 
 

IMPACTS 
Financial Communication Legislative Council 

Policy 
Council 

Plan 
Resources 
& Staff 

Community Environmental Engagement Risk 
Management 

✓ ✓   ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 
To receive the minutes from the Gippsland Art Gallery Advisory Group meeting held on 4 
March 2019. 
 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE GALLERY 
 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Gippsland Art Gallery Advisory Group is a committee of Council that meets every three 
months. The membership of the advisory group includes a councillor and representation 
from professional artists, art educators, Friends of the Gallery members and community. 
 
The committee’s Instrument of Delegation reflects the desire to seek community input, 
advice and feedback on the operations of the Gippsland Art Gallery and to present this 
information to Council. 
 
It is to be noted these minutes have yet to be formally ratified by a future advisory group 
meeting and are provided as current information for Council. 
 
 
OPTIONS 
 
Council has the following options: 
1. To receive the minutes from the Gippsland Art Gallery Advisory Group meeting held 

on 4 March 2019; or 
2. Request additional information and receive the minutes from the Gippsland Art Gallery 

Advisory Group meeting held on 4 March 2019 at a future meeting. 
 
 
PROPOSAL 
 
To receive the minutes from the Gippsland Art Gallery Advisory Group meeting held on 4 
March 2019. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
That Council receive the minutes of the Gippsland Art Gallery Advisory Group meeting 
held on 4 March 2019. 
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CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
No staff and/or contractors involved in the compilation of this report have declared a conflict 
of interest. 
 
 
COUNCIL POLICY IMPACT 
 
This report is in accordance with Council Policy 5.3.2 which establishes a framework for the 
guidance of Council in relation to the roles and responsibilities of Committees. 
 
 
COUNCIL PLAN IMPACT 
 
The Council Plan 2017-21 Theme 2 Services and Infrastructure states the following strategy:  
 
 Strategic Objective 2.1 

Council services and infrastructure are responsive to identified current and future 
community needs within budgeted parameters. 

 
Strategy 2.1.2  
Provide access to a diverse range of recreational opportunities for all sectors of the 
community. 

 
The Council Plan 2017-21 Theme 4 Lifelong Learning states the following strategy:  
 
 Strategic Objective 4.1 

Improve people’s access to opportunities to challenge and extend their thinking, 
promote independence, stimulate ideas, further develop leadership skills and lead 
meaningful lives. 
 
Strategy 4.1.3 
Provide accessible cultural opportunities and activities for all sectors of the 
community. 

 
This report supports the above Council Plan strategic objectives and strategies. 
 
 
COMMUNITY IMPACT 
 
Council staff directly manage this community facility, and utilise the input, advice and 
feedback provided by the Advisory Group regarding the requirements and aspirations of the 
community with regards to the Gippsland Art Gallery. 
 
 
ENGAGEMENT IMPACT 
 
The Gippsland Art Gallery Advisory Group comprises a balanced mix of nine community 
representatives. General community members, practicing artists, Friends of the Gallery 
delegates and art educators all have a role to liaise with the community, make enquiries, 
canvas public views and prepare information for recommendation and discussion at the 
regular meetings regarding the Art Gallery’s programs, activities and exhibitions. 
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GIPPSLAND ART GALLERY ADVISORY GROUP 
 

Carang Carang Room 
 

Monday 4 March 2019, 5:30pm  
 

MINUTES 
 

Present: Dr Rob Ziffer (Acting Chair), Brian Castles, Cr Scott Rossetti, Robbie Aitken, Bruce Arnup, Barb Fulton (in lieu of Klara Jones) 
In Attendance: Simon Gregg (Director), Stephen Dempsey (Manager Arts & Culture) 

NO ACTIVITY DISCUSSION DECISION WHO ACTION 

1 ATTENDENCE 
1.1 Apologies Deb Milligan, Bianca Taylor, Gillian Kline, Klara Jones    

1.2 Resignation The Advisory Group received the resignation of Friends 
Representative George Thomas and approved the appointment of 
Klara Jones as replacement. The Gallery Director has written to 
George to thank him for his service over the years. 

Klara Jones approved as 
representative of the 
Friends of the Gallery. 

Simon Gregg Written thank 
you letter to 

George 
Thomas 

1.3 Assembly of 
Councillors 

Scott Rossetti  Simon Gregg Form 
submitted 

2 PREVIOUS MINUTES 
2.1 Minutes Monday 3 December 2018 Vote to accept the 

previous minutes. Moved 
and carried. 

Brian Castles & 
Bruce Arnup 

 

 

3 REPORTS 
3.1 Friends Report The Friends are currently reviewing their Rules and Objectives to 

ensure compliance with Consumer Affairs Victoria. 
 
The Friends committee is currently very active and has a diverse 
range of skills and experience. 
 
Friends Membership is currently at approximately 120 which, with 
family memberships, equates to more than 200 people. 
In July to December 2018 period the Friends received $3,200 in 
membership fees, compared with $800 for the same period in 
2016. 

 Barb Fulton  
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The Friends are currently working towards three members-only 
events per year, plus one major fundraiser, in addition to the AGM 
held in August in company with an art-related event. 
 
The Friends are planning a survey of all current Members to 
gauge expectations and learn more about what kinds of events 
the Friends would like to see. 

3.2 Director’s Report Director gave report on recent and upcoming events, gallery 
attendances, the exhibition program, and recent acquisitions 

 Simon Gregg  

4 BUSINESS ARISING 
4.1 Planning and 

monitoring of 
programs, events and 
activities in the Art 
Gallery 

The Gallery Director discussed upcoming exhibitions and events 
as part of the Director’s report. No further discussion arising. 

 Simon Gregg  

4.2 Expansion and 
encouraging of 
volunteer 
participation and 
community interest in 
the Art Gallery, and to 
assist with promoting 
the Art Gallery’s 
events and facilities 
to visitors 

The Director informed the Advisory Group that the Gallery is 
currently undertaking a Volunteer recruitment drive, with a 
Volunteer Information Session to be held on Wednesday 13 
March at 3.00pm. The session will be promoted through social 
media, website, Wellington Matters, and Gippsland Times. The 
Gallery will be recruiting volunteers in the areas of guiding, 
exhibition installation, and gallery attendance. 

 Simon Gregg Run Volunteer 
Information 

Session 

4.3.1 Proposed acquisition Paul Yore: ‘Do you want a piece of me?’ 
This work was withdrawn as it had been sold just prior to the 
Advisory Group meeting. The Group discussed its interest in the 
work of Paul Yore and recommended that the Director make 
contact with the artist with a view to possible future acquisitions. 
 

Director to investigate 
possible future 
acquisitions. 

Simon Gregg Contact Paul 
Yore and his 
representing 

agents 

4.3.2 Proposed acquisition Siri Hayes: ‘Wanderer Above a Sea of Images’ All voted in favour of 
accepting work 

Simon Gregg Send supplier 
form to Siri 

4.3.3 Proposed acquisition Annemieke Mein: ‘The Morass – Sale’ (donation) 

Added caveat that Annemieke Mein inspect the work prior to 
acquisition 

Five votes in favour, one 
against; motion carried 

Simon Gregg Inform artist, 
arrange 
delivery 
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4.3.4 Proposed acquisition Klara Jones: ‘Allerleirauh’ (donation) All voted in favour of 
accepting work 

Simon Gregg Inform artist 

4.3.5 Proposed acquisition Kevin Mortensen: ‘The Overseer’ (donation) All voted in favour of 
accepting work 

Simon Gregg Inform artist 

4.3.6 Proposed acquisition Brett Weir: ‘Untitled’ (donation) All voted in favour of 
accepting work 

Simon Gregg Inform artist, 
arrange 

collection of 
work 

4.4 Maintenance, 
augmentation and 
development of the 
permanent collection 
of the Art Gallery 

Gallery has received funding of $15,000 to digitize the permanent 
collection to be accessible and searchable on the Gallery website. 
 
Director is talking to IT about possible ways to for visitors to 
access the collection through touch-screen technology in the 
Gallery. 
 
John Leslie Foundation has granted $31,000 to the Gallery to 
purchase additional lighting for Gallery 1. 

 Simon Gregg Report on 
progress at 

next meeting 

4.5 Cultural and artistic 
matters relating to the 
Art Gallery, including 
promoting 
cooperation between 
the Art Gallery and 
other services of 
Council 

Director working on an Aboriginal Content Guidelines for Council, 
which will apply to Gallery. An opportunity to work across different 
levels and units of Council. 
 
$100,000 offered to Gallery by Meg Viney-Bell to establish a 
scholarship for Gippsland textile artists to be received and 
developed in partnership with Regional Arts Victoria. 

 Simon Gregg Report on 
progress at 

next meeting 

4.6 Utilise networks to 
obtain support for the 
Art Gallery, both 
financial and non-
financial, and to 
assist with 
philanthropic support 
of these activities 

Relationship with John Leslie Foundation strengthened following 
afternoon tea to celebrate centenary of John Leslie’s birth in the 
Gallery on 6 February and opening of exhibition ‘The John Leslie 
Gift’. 

The Gallery has received $5,500 in funding from the Robert 
Salzer Foundation to acquire artwork. 
 
Work on Gallery Foundation is still underway. 
 
Lots of media and publicity for the Gallery recently, including ABC 
Gippsland, 9 News Gippsland, and WIN News. 
 

 Simon Gregg Report on 
progress at 

next meeting  
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New Port of Sale website to launch soon. Group members looked 
at drone footage. 

5 GENERAL BUSINESS 
5.1 Discussion about 

wider cultural 
landscape. 

General discussion about some recent exhibitions, including 
Escher X Nendo at NGV, Percy Grainger Museum. 

   

6 NEXT MEETING:  Monday 3 June 2019, 5.30pm 
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ITEM C5.2 BRIAGOLONG RECREATION RESERVE COMMITTEE OF 
MANAGEMENT MINUTES 

DIVISION: COMMUNITY AND CULTURE 
ACTION OFFICER: MANAGER COMMUNITY WELLBEING 
DATE: 16 APRIL 2019 
 

IMPACTS 
Financial Communication Legislative Council 

Policy 
Council 

Plan 
Resources 

& Staff 
Community Environmental Engagement Risk 

Management 

  ✓ ✓ ✓      
 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 
For Council to receive the minutes from the Briagolong Recreation Reserve Committee of 
Management’s General Meeting held on 11 March 2019. 
 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE GALLERY 
 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Briagolong Recreation Reserve Committee of Management is a Special Committee of Council 
under Section 86 of the Local Government Act 1989 and operates within the provisions of a 
Council approved Instrument of Delegation.    
 
The objectives of the Special Committee are: 
 

• To manage, operate and maintain the Briagolong Recreation Reserve for the community in 
an efficient, effective and practical manner. 

• To undertake activities designed to protect, promote, utilise and develop the Briagolong 
Recreation Reserve for the use and enjoyment of the local community in line with Council 
policy and relevant Council strategic documents. 

• To keep the Council informed on the operations, improvements and advancements of the 
Briagolong Recreation Reserve by forwarding copies of all minutes of all ordinary and 
extraordinary meetings and the Annual Report. 

• To set, maintain and collect appropriate user charges. 
• To ensure that the Briagolong Recreation Reserve’s capital assets are adequately 

maintained. 
• To provide advice to Council on matters relating to the Briagolong Recreation Reserve. 

 
As provided under the Committee’s Instrument of Delegation the minutes of all meetings are to be 
presented to Council and highlight the day to day activities being undertaken by the Committee. 
Conflict of Interest:  It was noted that conflicts of interest were called for at the commencement of 
the Ordinary Meeting, with no conflicts being declared.  Meetings held by the Briagolong 
Recreation Reserve Committee of Management are open to the public. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
That Council receive the minutes from the Briagolong Recreation Reserve Committee of 
Management’s General Meeting held on 11 March 2019. 
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OPTIONS 
 
Council has the following options: 
 

1. Receive the minutes from the Briagolong Recreation Reserve Committee of Management’s 
General Meeting held on 11 March 2019; or  

2. Seek further information to be considered at a future Council Meeting. 
 
 
PROPOSAL 
 
That Council receive the minutes from the Briagolong Recreation Reserve Committee of 
Management’s General Meeting held on 11 March 2019. 
 
 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
No staff and/or contractors involved in the compilation of this report have declared a Conflict of 
Interest. 
 
 
LEGISLATIVE IMPACT 
 
This report is in accordance with Section 91(4) of the Local Government Act 1989. 
 
 
COUNCIL POLICY IMPACT 
 
This report is in accordance with Council Policy 5.3.2 which establishes a framework for the 
guidance of Council in relation to the roles and responsibilities of Committees. 
 
 
COUNCIL PLAN IMPACT 
 
The Council Plan 2017-21 Theme 2 Services and Infrastructure states the following strategic 
objective and related strategy: 
 

Strategic Objective 2.2 
Council assets are responsibly, socially, economically and sustainably managed. 

 
            Strategy 2.2.2 

Ensure that community facilities within the municipality continue to meet the expectations 
and service needs of all current and future residents. 

 
This report supports the above Council Plan strategic objective and strategy. 
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BRIAGOLONG RECREATION RESERVE 
Special Committee of Council 

 
MINUTES 

 
11 Match 2019 

Briagolong Recreation Reserve 
 
Meeting Opened Time: 7:45pm 
 
1. Present / Apologies 
Name Title Representing Present / Apology 
Carmel Ripper Councillor Wellington Shire Present 

Denis Murphy Chairperson Cricket Club Present 

Melissa Conway Secretary Football Club Present 

Vanessa Randle Treasurer Tennis Club Present 

Darren Randle  Community Present 

Josh Harry  Community Apology 

Tracie Binger  Tennis Club  Apology 

Tracey Ryan  Pony Club  Present 

Briony Padman  Cricket Club Present 

Mark Wagstaff  Pony Club Present 

Rosie Davidson  Football Club Present 

Boyde Darvill  Wellington Shire Present 
 
Quorum Achieved?   
Yes 
2. Declaration of Conflicts of Interest.  
Nil 

 
3. Confirmation of Minutes of Previous Meeting 

Moved: Melissa Seconded: Darren   CARRIED 
 
Chairperson to sign and date previous minutes to be filed by Secretary 
 

4. Business Arising from Previous Minutes 
Nothing further regarding old irrigator. 
Gas bottle has been fixed – one is empty but leave until after clubrooms refurbishment. 
Hinges are still required on the pump shed. 
Arborist gave quote of $1760 – forwarded to Shire. Has raised purchase order. 
Shed has been boxed up, getting poured this week. Shed will arrive this week and will be started 
next week. Balance paid $12,500. 
Mower has been moved. 
$100 voucher has been purchased for Matt Clark – needs to be handed over. 
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5. Correspondence In 
Invoice for balance of shed.  
Email Mark Benfeild – Federal Government. Chipped in $250,000 for upgrade. 
Boyde – Shire Minutes from last meeting  
Denis – quote for shed racking. 
Denis – quote for electrical fit out for shed. 
 
6. Correspondence Out – date previous minutes sent to Council 
Nil 

 
7. Reports 

7.1 Chairperson’s Report 
Prime Minister visited Rec Reserve with Darren Chester announcing $250,000 contribution to 
Briagolong Clubroom Upgrade. Cricket Club and Pony Club we’re represented well by their junior 
members. 
 
Councillor should have been invited and was noted that it was extremely short notice that was 
given. 
 
7.2 Treasurer’s Report 
As tabled. 
Bendigo Bank $10,250 
- Club rental invoices handed to each club representative  
- Pony Club invoice for $2500 to be sent out for refurbished installment.  

 
7.3 User Group Reports 

 
Pony Club  

- March 3 rally was cancelled – need to select new date before end of March, will depend on 
cricket finals. 

- Toongabbi competition. 
- Inter school: Boisdale came second overall. Kids had a great day. Many ribbons and awards 

were handed out.  
- This weekend was Orbost: great success for the Briagolong Pony Club. Lots of ribbons and 

champions for the kids. Kids have shown great improvement. 
- Another inter school and more comps coming up over the next few weeks. 

 
Football 

- Registration this Wednesday 13 March. 
- Training beginning Wednesday 20 March. 
- Struggling to get a feel for numbers but will see what happens on registration night. 
- AGM: President – Josh Harry. Vice President – Greg Corbell. Treasurer – Ash May.  

Secretary - Melissa Conway.  
- Need am Under 10s coach, will be advertised in tomorrow’s local paper.  

 
Cricket 

- May have a finals game at the Briagolong ground. Canteen would be needed. Bottoms oval 
would still be available for Pony Club. 

- Under 14s won the grand final. 
- Two more teams in finals, A Grade and 4ths. 
- Seconds finished fifth on the ladder. 
- March 29 proposed presentation night at clubrooms. 
- Need to advertise their AGM – will be in mid-April. 
- Will be needed new fridge – halves with the football club. 
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Tennis 
- Three teams in finals 
- LVA for next step – general grant conditions – signing – acquittal before 10 September 2019. 

 
Community 

- Had a camper at Rec Reserve due to having to move from the quarries due to fires. 
- School closed last week due to fires but will be reopened tomorrow. 

  
8. Volunteers-  

 
Nil 

 
9. OHS / Risk / Facility Fault Report 
 

- Defibrillator needs new battery – Darren to follow up.  
- Epi pen purchase – Josh to follow up. 
- Purchase spacer and Ventolin for first aid kit – Vanessa will purchase  

 
10. New Rules of the Committee to be endorsed by Council- No update 

 
11. General Business 
 

- The scope hasn’t and won’t change now the federal government has added their portion to 
the clubrooms upgrade. 

- The club upgrade contract will be awarded on Tuesday at the next council meeting. 
- Recommendation takes place for preferred tender. 
- Committee will be signing off on the finished refurb. 
- Council manage the contract. 
 
- Footy club to look at running a line for another flood light while cricket have the trenching 

getting done. Darren will come down on Wednesday night to help mark a pole site. Denis will 
get a quote for us to run the trench and conduit.  
 

- Pony club have no plan to use top oval over the next couple of months. Will mark our bottom 
oval – replanting of grass. 
Pony Club to look at cleaning up around their jumps in the bush land of the rec reserve. 
 

- Wellington shire – terms of reference schedule handed out to committee – includes a map 
on the back page of Rec Reserve Boundary.  
WWCC – Council has implemented Child Safe Standards so every committee member needs 
one. Will become part of the nomination process.  
OHS I diction form handed to every committee member. To be filled in tonight or handed 
back in the next week or two. 
Cameron McGregor – council arborist. 
Andrew Wolstenholme – environmental Planning 
Rec Reserve is on Crown Land. 
Section 7&8 have been reworded to Suit the Briagolong Rec Reserve. 
Section 8C change “will” to “may”. 

 
- Kitchen floor needs to change to an industrial kitchen floor. Look at in the future. 
- Toilet quote – Denis to chase up further. 
- Racking for new shed – quotes provided. To go across the back and up the side of the shed. 

$2500 for pallet shelving $1600 for the lighter duty shelving. 2.5m high, 900mm deep, 2m 
long. User groups to go back to their clubs regarding shelving. 

- 1 bay of shelving would cost approx. $600-$700. 
$4000 to be spent on shelving. $2000 to be spent on electrical. 
         Moved: Mark Wagstaff.        Seconded: Darren Randle  
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12. Next Meeting 
 

Monday 08 April 7:30pm 2019 
 
Meeting Closed Time:  
 
9:25pm 
 
 
These minutes are: 
 
Confirmed as true and correct on ………………………… 
      Date 
Or 
 
Corrections have been made and noted at the meeting on ……………………… 
                 Date 
 
 
 
Chairperson Signature……………………………………………………  
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Meeting declared closed at:     pm 
 
The live streaming of this Council meeting will now come to a close. 
 
 
 
 

D. URGENT BUSINESS 

E. FURTHER GALLERY AND CHAT ROOM COMMENTS  

Gallery comments are an opportunity for members of the public to raise any particular matter they wish. 
This allows those in the gallery to speak directly to councillors but is not a forum designed for open 
discussion or debate. We will listen respectfully to what you have to say and make the commitment that the 
Mayor will respond to you in writing within one week if required, and a copy of that response will be 
circulated to all councillors. 
 
This is not a forum for members of the public to lodge complaints against individuals, including councillors 
and staff, particularly as that individual gets no public right of reply to any matter raised. We take complaints 
seriously, and in line with the guidance from the Victorian Ombudsman and the local Government 
Inspectorate, we request that any specific complaint against an individual be put in writing. This way, your 
concern can be properly dealt with while ensuring fairness to all parties concerned. 
 
If you wish to speak, we remind you that this part of the meeting is being recorded and broadcast on our 
website. Council’s official Minutes will record that you have spoken to Council and the subject you spoke to 
Council about but will not record specific comments. We ask you to state your name in full, where you are 
from, and you have three minutes       
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F. CONFIDENTIAL ATTACHMENT/S 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

F. CONFIDENTIAL ATTACHMENT/S 
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ITEM F1.1  RURAL COUNCILS TRANSFORMATION PROGRAM – FUNDING APPLICATION  
   (Refer to Agenda Item C2.3) 
 
 

 
 
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
16 APRIL 2019 

 
On this 11th day of April 2019, in accordance with Section 77 Clause (2)(c) of the Local 
Government Act 1989; I, Arthur Skipitaris (Delegate) declare that the information contained in the 
attached document F1.1 RURAL COUNCILS TRANSFORMATION PROGRAM – FUNDING 
APPLICATION is confidential because it relates to the following grounds under Section 89(2) of 
the Local Government Act 1989: 

 
 h) any other matter which the Council or special committee considers would  
 prejudice the Council or any person. 
 
 

 
……………………………………………………… 
General Manager Corporate Services (Delegate) 
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G. IN CLOSED SESSION

COUNCILLOR 

That the meeting be closed to the public pursuant to Section 89(2) of the Local Government 
Act 1989 to consider: 

a) personnel matters
b) the personal hardship of any resident or ratepayer
c) industrial matters
d) contractual matters
e) proposed developments
f) legal advice
g) matters affecting the security of Council property
h) any other matter which the Council or special committee considers would

prejudice the Council or any person

IN CLOSED SESSION 

COUNCILLOR 

That Council move into open session and ratify the decision made in closed session. 

G. IN CLOSED SESSION
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