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Members of the Public Gallery should note that the Council records and publishes Council 
meetings via Webcast to enhance the accessibility of Council meetings to the broader 
Wellington community.  These recordings are also archived and may be published on 
Council's Website for viewing by the public or used for publicity or information purposes.  
At the appropriate times during the meeting, members of the gallery may address the 
Council at which time their image, comments or submissions will be recorded.   
 

Members of the public who are not in attendance at the Council meeting but who wish to 
communicate with the Council via the webcasting chat room should lodge their questions 
or comments early in the meeting to ensure that their submissions can be dealt with at the 
end of the meeting. 
 

Please could gallery visitors and Councillors ensure that mobile phones and other 
electronic devices are turned off or in silent mode for the duration of the meeting. 
 
 
 

 
  

Council Meeting Information 
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“We acknowledge the traditional custodians  
of this land the Gunaikurnai people, 

and pay respects to their elders past and present” 

 

 
 

 

“Almighty God, we ask your blessing upon the Wellington 
Shire Council, its Councillors, officers, staff and their families. 

We pray for your guidance in our decisions so that the 
true good of the Wellington Shire Council may result to 

the benefit of all residents and community groups.” 
Amen 

 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER 

STATEMENT OF ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

A - PROCEDURAL 
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A4 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF 
PREVIOUS COUNCIL MEETING/S 

 
   

A - PROCEDURAL 
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ITEM A4 ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING/S 
ACTION OFFICER:  GENERAL MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES 

DATE:    2 JUNE 2015 

 

 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 
To adopt the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting of 19 May 2015 as tabled. 
 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE GALLERY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
No staff and/or contractors involved in the compilation of this report have declared a Conflict of 
Interest. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
That Council adopt the minutes and resolutions of the Ordinary Council Meeting of     
19 May 2015 as tabled. 
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A5 BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS 

MEETING/S 
 
 
 
 
  

A - PROCEDURAL 
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ITEM A5 BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING/S 
ACTION OFFICER  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

DATE:    2 JUNE 2015 

 
 

ITEM FROM 
MEETING 

COMMENTS ACTION 
BY 

    
Nil    
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A6 ACCEPTANCE OF LATE ITEMS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A - PROCEDURAL 
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A7 NOTICE/S OF MOTION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A - PROCEDURAL 
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A8 RECEIVING OF PETITIONS 
OR JOINT LETTERS  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

A - PROCEDURAL 
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ITEM A8(1) OUTSTANDING PETITIONS 
ACTION OFFICER CORPORATE SERVICES 

DATE: 2 JUNE 2015 

ITEM FROM 

MEETING 

COMMENTS ACTION BY 

Street lights at The Honeysuckles 19 May 2015 Actioned: 
Refer to Item A8(2) below 

Manager 
Assets 
Projects 

Drumming from 132 The Boulevard, Paradise 
Beach 

19 May 2015 Report to Council 16 June 
2015 

Manager 
Municipal 
Services 
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ITEM A8(2) RESPONSE TO PETITION: REQUEST TO ERECT STREET LIGHT 
AT THE HONEYSUCKLES 

DIVISION: BUILT AND NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 
ACTION OFFICER: MANAGER ASSETS AND PROJECTS 
DATE: 2 JUNE 2015 
 

IMPACTS 
Financial Communication Legislative Council 

Policy 
Council 

Plan 
Resources 

& Staff 
Community Environmental Consultation Risk 

Management 
          

 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 
To consider and respond to the petition received by Council at its meeting of 19 May 2015, requesting 
street lighting to be provided at The Honeysuckles. 
 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE GALLERY 
 
 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Council received a petition at its meeting of 19 May 2015 requesting street lighting be provided at 
The Honeysuckles. 
 
Prior to Council amalgamations, a street lighting scheme was initiated for The Honeysuckles and 
work progressed to the stage of erecting the light poles.  At some stage after the commencement 
of construction and following some resident complaints, the project was halted and the luminaires 
were not installed. 
 
No further work was carried out and the light poles were not removed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That: 
 
1. Council investigate options for the provision of street lighting to The Honeysuckles 

including all costs involved, including inspection of the existing infrastructure, 
rectification of any defects, installation of luminaires and energising of the lights. 
 

2. Council write to the head petitioner and advise that options for the provision of street 
lighting in the Honeysuckles will be investigated. 

 
3. Council be provided the results of this investigation when available.  
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OPTIONS 
 
Council has the following options: 
 
1. Investigate the options available to provide street lighting to The Honeysuckles, as requested 

by the petitioners; or 
 
2. Advise the head petitioner that street lighting will not be installed at The Honeysuckles. 
 

 
PROPOSAL 
 
That: 
 
1. Council investigate options for the provision of street lighting to The Honeysuckles including all 

costs involved, including inspection of the existing infrastructure, rectification of any defects, 
installation of luminaires and energising of the lights. 

 
2. Council write to the head petitioner and advise that options for the provision of street lighting in 

the Honeysuckles will be investigated. 
 

3. Council be provided the results of this investigation when available.  
 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
No staff and/or contractors involved in the compilation of this report have declared a Conflict of 
Interest”  
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 
There will be minimal financial impact to investigate the options to install street lighting at The 
Honeysuckles.  The investigation will provide estimated costs required to proceed with installing 
luminaires in The Honeysuckles as well as options for funding any works. 
 
 
COUNCIL PLAN IMPACT 
 
The Council Plan 2013-2017 Theme 4 Infrastructure states the following strategic objective and 
related strategies: 

 
Strategic Objective 
“Assets and infrastructure that meet current and future community needs.” 

 
Strategy 4.1 
“Undertake service delivery planning to provide community assets in response to identified 
needs.” 
 
Strategy 4.2 
“Ensure assets are managed, maintained and renewed to meet service needs.” 

 
RESOURCES AND STAFF IMPACT 
 
The proposal to investigate options can be undertaken within existing allocated resources 
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A9 INVITED ADDRESSES, 
PRESENTATIONS OR 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A - PROCEDURAL 
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A10 QUESTIONS ON NOTICE  
 

 
 
 
  

A - PROCEDURAL 
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ITEM A10(1) OUTSTANDING QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 
ACTION OFFICER CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

DATE: 2 JUNE 2015 

 
 

 
ITEM 

 
FROM  
MEETING 
 

 
COMMENTS 

 
ACTION BY 

 
NIL 
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A11 MAYOR’S REPORT 
 

 
 
 
 
A Mayor’s Report is due to be presented on the 16 June 2015. 
 
 

A - PROCEDURAL 
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A12 YOUTH COUNCIL 
REPORT 

 
 
 
 
Youth Council will present a report to Council at the 21 July 2015 Council Meeting 
 
 
 
 

A - PROCEDURAL 
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DELEGATES 
 
 

B –REPORT 
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE  
OFFICER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

C1 - REPORT 
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GENERAL MANAGER  
CORPORATE SERVICES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C2 - REPORT 
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ITEM C2.1 ASSEMBLY OF COUNCILLORS 
DIVISION: CORPORATE SERVICES 
ACTION OFFICER: GENERAL MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES 
DATE: 2 JUNE 2015 
 

IMPACTS 
Financial Communication Legislative Council 

Policy 
Council 

Plan 
Resources 

& Staff 
Community Environmental Consultation Risk 

Management 
          

 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 
To report on all assembly of Councillor records received during the period 12 May to 26 May 2015. 
 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE GALLERY 
 
 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
Section 80A of the Local Government Act 1989 requires a written record to be kept of all 
assemblies of Councillors, stating the names of all Councillors and Council staff attending, the 
matters considered and any conflict of interest disclosures made by a Councillor.  These records 
must be reported, as soon as practicable, at an ordinary meeting of the Council and recorded in the 
minutes. 
 
Below is a summary of all assembly of Councillors records received during the period 12 May 2015 
to 26 May 2015. 
 
Assembly of Councillors summary of reports received between 12 May 2015 to 26 May 2015 
 
Date Matters considered Councillors and officers in attendance 

19 May 2015 Councillors’ Diary Meeting Councillors Crossley, Cleary, Davine, McIvor, 
Wenger, Hole 

19 May 2015 Pre Council Agenda 
Public Toilet Provision, Sale 
Mall 
GRSC – Stage 2 Feasibility 
Study 
Proposed Waste Water 
Treatment Plant Buffer 

Councillors Crossley, Rossetti, Cleary, Davine, 
Duncan (Item 6 only), McCubbin (Item 6 only), 
McIvor, Wenger and Hole 
David Morcom, Chief Executive Officer 
Arthur Skipitaris, General Manager Corporate 
Services 
Chris Hastie, General Manager Built and Natural 
Environment 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council note and receive the attached Assembly of Councillors records received 
during the period 12 May to 26 May 2015. 
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Assembly of Councillors summary of reports received between 12 May 2015 to 26 May 2015 
 
Date Matters considered Councillors and officers in attendance 

Update on Planning Applications 
for Free Range Broiler Farms 
Proposed changes to Longford 
Outline Development Plan 
 

Glenys Butler, General Manager Community and 
Culture 
John Websdale, General Manager Development 
Tim Rowe, Manager Parks and Environmental 
Services (Item 2) 
Darren Randle, Coordinator Parks and Gardens 
(Item 2) 
Marcus Stone, Acting Coordinator Healthy 
Lifestyles Facilities (Item 3) 
Mark Benfield, Acting Coordinator Community 
Facilities Planning (Item 3) 
Sharon Houlihan, Coordinator Precinct Project 
(Item 3) 
Barry Hearsey, Coordinator Strategic 
Planning(Item 4 & 6) 
Joshua Clydesdale, Manager Land Use Planning 
(Item 5) 
Jan Cussen, Senior Statutory Planner(Item 5) 
Sabine Provily, Strategic Planner (Item 6) 
Trish Dean, Governance Officer (Item 1) 

 
OPTIONS 
 
Council has the following options: 
 
1. Note and receive the attached assembly of Councillors records; or 
 
2. Not receive the attached assembly of Councillors records and seek further information for 

consideration of a future Council meeting. 
 
PROPOSAL 
 
That Council note and receive the attached assembly of Councillors records received during the 
period 12 May 2015 to 26 May 2015. 
 
 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
No staff and/or contractors involved in the compilation of this report have declared a Conflict of 
Interest. 
 
LEGISLATIVE IMPACT 
 
The reporting of written records of assemblies of Councillors to the Council in the prescribed format 
complies with Section 80A of the Local Government Act 1989.  
 
 
COUNCIL PLAN IMPACT 
 
The Council Plan 2013-17 Theme 2 Organisational states the following strategic objective and 
related strategy: 
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 Strategic Objective 
 “An organisation that is responsive, flexible, honest, accountable and consistent.” 
 
 Strategy 2.3 
 “Ensure sound governance processes that result in responsive, ethical, transparent and 

accountable decision making.” 
 
This report supports the above Council Plan strategic objective and strategy. 
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1. DATE OF MEETING: 

 
 19/05/2015 
 

2. ATTENDEES:     
 
 Councillors: 

Name In attendance 
(tick) 

Name In attendance 
(tick) 

 Yes No  Yes No 
Cr Crossley √  Cr McCubbin  √ 
Cr Rossetti  √ Cr McIvor √  
Cr Cleary √  Cr Wenger √  
Cr Davine √  Cr Hole √  
Cr Duncan  √    

 
Officers In Attendance: 

Name In attendance 
(tick) 

Name In attendance 
(tick) 

 Yes No  Yes  No 
D Morcom, CEO  √ G Butler, GML  √ 
C Hastie, GMB&NE  √ J Websdale , GMD  √ 
A Skipitaris, GMCS  √    

 
Others in attendance: (list names and item in attendance for) 
 

Name Item No. Name Item No. 
Sharon Willison 1   
    
    
    

 
3. Matters/Items considered at the meeting (list): 

 
1. Councillors’ Diary Meeting  
  
  
  
  

 
4. Conflict of Interest disclosures made by Councillors: 
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1. DATE OF MEETING:  
 
 19  May 2015 

 
2. ATTENDEES:   
 

 Councillors: 

Name In attendance 
(tick) Name In attendance 

(tick) 
 Yes No  Yes No 
Cr Crossley   Cr McCubbin (item 6 only)   
Cr Rossetti   Cr McIvor    
Cr Cleary   Cr Wenger   
Cr Davine   Cr Hole   
Cr Duncan (item 6 only)      

 
Officers in Attendance: 

Name In attendance 
(tick) Name In attendance 

(tick) 
 Yes No  Yes  No 
D Morcom,  CEO   G Butler,  GMCC   
A Skipitaris,  GMCS   J Websdale ,  GMD   
C Hastie,  GMBNE      

 
Others in attendance: (list names and item in attendance for) 
 

Name Item No. 
Trish Dean 1 
Tim Rowe, Darren Randle 2 
Marcus Stone, Mark Benfield, Sharon Houlihan 3 
Barry Hearsey. Reps from Gippsland & South Gippsland Water 4 
Joshua Clydesdale, Jan Cussen 5 
Barry Hearsey, Sabine Provily 6 

 
 

3. Matters / Items considered at the meeting (list): 
 

1. Pre-Council Agenda 
2. Public Toilet Provision, Sale Mall 
3. GRSC - Stage 2 Feasibility Study 
4. Proposed Waste Water Treatment Plant Buffer 
5. Update On Planning Applications for Free Range Broiler Farms 
6. Proposed Changes to Longford Outline Development Plan 

 

 
 

4. Conflict of Interest disclosures made by Councillors: 
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ITEM C2.2 RECEIPT AND CONSIDERATION OF SUBMISSIONS RELATING TO 

THE DRAFT REVISED COUNCIL PLAN 2013-17 
DIVISION: CORPORATE SERVICES 
ACTION OFFICER: MANAGER PEOPLE AND EXCELLENCE 
DATE: 2 JUNE 2015 
 

IMPACTS 
Financial Communication Legislative Council 

Policy 
Council 

Plan 
Resources 

& Staff 
Community Environmental Consultation Risk 

Management 
          

 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 
To receive and consider submissions relating to the draft revised Council Plan 2013-17. 
 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE GALLERY 
 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
Council resolved at a Special Council meeting on 21 April 2015 to: 
 

• Publicly advertise for submissions on the draft revised Council Plan 2013-17. 
• Consider any submissions received at a Council Meeting to be held on Tuesday 2 June 2015 

at 1pm. 
 
In accordance with section 223 of the Local Government Act 1989, Council invited interested 
persons to make written submissions in relation to the draft revised Council Plan 2013-17 by 5pm 
on Tuesday 19 May 2015, with verbal submissions being heard by Council on 2 June 2015.  
Following the close of submissions no submissions had been received.     
 
 
OPTIONS 
 
In accordance with s223 of the Local Government Act 1989 Council is required to receive and 
consider all submissions. 
 
 
PROPOSAL 
 
That Council note that no submissions were received in relation to the draft revised Council Plan 
2013-17. 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council note that no submissions were received in relation to the draft revised 
Council Plan 2013-17. 
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CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
No staff and/or contractors involved in the compilation of this report have declared a Conflict of 
Interest. 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 
The strategies incorporated in the draft revised Council Plan 2013-17 will have varying degrees of 
financial impact over the short and longer term. 
 
Fullest understanding of the draft revised Council Plan 2013-17 will be gained by reading it in 
conjunction with Council’s 2015/2016 financial year Budget. 
 
The draft revised Council Plan 2013-17 incorporates in its Strategic Resource Plan segment a 
summary of budget provisions. 
 
 
LEGISLATIVE IMPACT 
 
The draft revised Council Plan 2013-17 has been prepared in accordance with the requirements of 
Section 125 of the Local Government Act 1989. 
 
Under Section 223 of the Local Government Act 1989 a person has a right to make a submission 
on the proposed draft revised Council Plan 2013-17. 
 
 
COUNCIL POLICY IMPACT 
 
The draft revised Council Plan 2013-17 has been prepared generally in the context of existing 
Council policies, but may lead to their revision or the development of new policies as a result of 
implementation of the initiatives contained in it. 
 
 
RESOURCES AND STAFF IMPACT 
 
The strategies contained within the draft revised Council Plan 2013-17 will generally be 
implemented within the existing staff resources of the Council. 
 
The Strategic Resource component of this draft revised Council Plan 2013-17 outlines the financial 
and staff resources provided for its implementation. 
 
 
COMMUNITY IMPACT 
 
Consideration of submissions for the draft revised Council Plan 2013-17 may impact on the 
objectives, initiatives and strategies that the Council uses to implement its vision on behalf of the 
community over the next four years. 
 
 
CONSULTATION IMPACT 
 
Under Section 223 of the Local Government Act 1989 Council advertised the draft revised Council 
Plan 2013-17 and sought submissions from the public.  Council’s Audit Committee considered and 
received the draft revised Council Plan 2013-2017 at its meeting held on Monday 1 June 2015. 
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RISK MANAGEMENT IMPACT 
 
The draft revised Council Plan 2013-17 is a strategic document and specific risk management 
consideration will be given to each initiative during implementation stage in accordance with the 
Council’s Risk Management Policy. 
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ITEM C2.3 RECEIPT AND CONSIDERATION OF SUBMISSIONS RELATING TO 
THE 2015/16 DRAFT BUDGET 

DIVISION: CORPORATE SERVICES 
ACTION OFFICER: GENERAL MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES 
DATE: 2 JUNE 2015 
 

IMPACTS 
Financial Communication Legislative Council 

Policy 
Council 

Plan 
Resources 

& Staff 
Community Environmental Consultation Risk 

Management 
          

 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 
To receive and consider the attached submissions relating to the 2015/16 Draft Budget. 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE GALLERY 
 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Council resolved at its meeting held on 21 April 2015: 
 
• To advertise its proposed 2015/16 Draft Budget and proposed differential rates under Section 

129 of the Local Government Act 1989. 
• To hear submissions on the 2015/16 Draft Budget on Tuesday 2 June 2015 at 1pm. 

 
Council invited interested persons to make written submissions in relation to the 2015/16 Draft 
Budget by 5pm on 19 May 2015, with verbal submissions being heard by Council on 2 June 2015. 
 
Following the close of submissions Council has received the 74 attached submissions in response 
to the 2015/16 Draft Budget.  Officer comments, where appropriate, have been provided to assist 
Council in assessing submissions. 
 
 
OPTIONS 
 
Council has already resolved on 21 April 2015 that it would hear submissions on the 2015/16 draft 
budget at this meeting of Council. 
 
 
PROPOSAL 
 
That Council receive and consider the attached submissions relating to the 2015/16 Draft Budget. 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

That Council receive and consider the attached submissions relating to the 2015/16 
Draft Budget. 
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CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
No staff and/or contractors involved in the compilation of this report have declared a Conflict of 
Interest. 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 
Consideration of submissions may result in changes to the proposed 2015/16 Draft Budget. 
 
 
LEGISLATIVE IMPACT 
 
Under S129(2) of the Local Government Act “a person has a right to make a submission under 
section 223 on any proposal contained in the budget or revised budget.” 
 
 
COUNCIL PLAN IMPACT 
 
The draft revised Council Plan 2013-17 includes a four year Strategic Resource Plan which may be 
impacted by any budget changes. 
 
 
RESOURCES AND STAFF IMPACT 
 
The consideration of submissions relating to the 2015/16 Draft Budget may have an impact on the 
level of resources available in 2015/16 financial year and the staffing levels of Council. 
 
 
CONSULTATION IMPACT 
 
Under Section 223 of the Local Government Act 1989 Council advertised its Draft Budget for 
2015/16 and sought submissions from the public.  Council’s Audit Committee considered the 
2015/16 Draft Budget at its meeting held on 1 June 2015. 
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 CORRESPONDENT SUBMISSION COMMENT SUMMARY OFFICER COMMENT 

1. Wellington 
Neighbourhood 
House Cluster 

Request for recurrent funding of $10,000 per 
Neighbourhood House and Learning Centre 
in Wellington 

• Recurrent funding of 
$10,000 per 
Neighbourhood House and 
Learning Centre in 
Wellington Shire (10). 

Council acknowledges the close 
alignment of Neighbourhood 
House and Community Learning 
Centre activities and core values 
with Wellington 2030 Strategic 
Vision and Healthy Wellington 
Municipal Public Health and 
Wellbeing Plan 2013-17. Council 
commits to continuing current 
levels of support to 
Neighbourhood Houses and 
Community Learning Centres 
across the shire. In order to 
equitably provide support to not 
for profit organisations, clubs and 
groups Council has established 
the Community Assistance Grant 
Scheme. 
 
Council Officers do not support 
the request: 
For annual funding of $10,000 for 
each of the ten Neighbourhood 
Houses and Community Learning 
Centres in the shire. 

2.1 Erin Nowak x 2 Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche • Invaluable service for 
parents /carers 

• No alternative short term 
care options available in 
Sale 

• Fitness classes will not be 
viable if parents do not 
have access to the crèche 

Discussions have taken place 
with the users of the Aqua Energy 
crèche and further investigations 
have been undertaken to identify 
alternative models for the delivery 
of the crèche service. Council 
Officers and representatives of 
the users of the Aqua Energy 

2.2 Carly McGowan Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche 

2.3 Hayley Bartlett Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche 

2.4 Helen Kennedy Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche 

2.5 Anonymous Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche 

2.6 Mary Wilson Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche 
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 CORRESPONDENT SUBMISSION COMMENT SUMMARY OFFICER COMMENT 

2.7 Annette Carroll Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche • Need to book in advance to 
secure a crèche spot, ie. 
service is well used. 

• Users will cancel their 
membership if the crèche is 
no longer a part of the 
service 

• Other areas of the facililty 
will experience a decrease 
in usage, eg. Café, 
swimming lessons, etc. 

• Transient community 
means many do not have 
family locally to assist with 
child care. 

• Current users fear the loss 
of ‘social connectedness’ 
that the crèche offers. 

• More promotion of crèche 
would increase usage. 

• Crèche offers children 
stimulating activities and 
opportunities for developing 
important social skills. 

• Decision is biased against 
Australian Defence Force 
and ESSO community. 
 

crèche are proposing that an 
alternative service delivery model 
be established that reduces the 
crèche service significantly and 
enables the service to be 
delivered for approximately 
$26,000 per annum which is less 
than half the current cost. 
 
Council Officers are proposing 
Council considers a new 
recommendation: 
To reduce the current crèche 
service and deliver a modified 
service that will cost no more than 
$26,000 in the 2015-2016 
financial year. 

 

2.8 Elise Dyce Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche 

2.9 Tracey Harper Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche 

2.10 Julie Proud Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche 

2.11 Emily Larsen x 2 Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche 

2.12 Rachael Laves Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche 

2.13 Kylie Pratt Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche 

2.14 Simon Dyce Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche 

2.15 Susie Andrews Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche 

2.16 Dannielle Monaghan Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche 

2.17 Annie McAdam Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche 

2.18 Glenn Canfield Question re proposed closure of Aqua 
Energy crèche 

2.19 Sam Madden Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche 

2.20 Karen Hughes Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche 

2.21 Maternal & Child 
Health, Central 
Gippsland Health 

Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche 

2.22 Ben McAdam Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche 

2.23 K. McKenzie Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche 

2.24 Vineetha Das Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche 

2.25 N McClen Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche 

2.26 Ashley Shanahan Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche 

2.27 Gary McMillan Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche 
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 CORRESPONDENT SUBMISSION COMMENT SUMMARY OFFICER COMMENT 

2.28 Lynee Millward Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche 

2.29 Caroline Epskamp Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche 

2.30 Fiona Ronchi Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche 

2.31 Christina Weatherall Objection to closure of Aqua Energy creche 

2.32 Thomas McAdam Objection to closure of Aqua Energy creche 

2.33 Evelyn McAdam Objection to closure of Aqua Energy creche 

2.34 Peter Nowak Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche 

2.35 Andrea McKenzie Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche 

2.36 Glenn Canfield Petition re Objection to closure of Aqua 
Energy creche 

2.37 Kathy Thompson Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche 

2.38 Leanne Jones Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche 

2.39 Gayle Evans Objection to closure of Aqua Energy creche 

2.40 Clinton Gartung Objection to closure of Aqua Energy creche 

2.41 Marinda Smith Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche 

2.42 Luke de Boer Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche 

2.43 Daniel Duggan Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche 

2.44 Steve & Vanda 
Mason 

Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche 

2.45 Rick McKenzie Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche 

2.46 Sharon Jessup Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche 

2.47 Bernadette 
McKenzie 

Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche 

2.48 Jasmine Williams Objection to closure of Aqua Energy creche 
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2.49 Skye Vardy Objection to closure of Aqua Energy creche 

2.50 Jill Thayer Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche 

2.51 Kellie Gartung Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche 

2.52 Jennifer Oliver  Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche 
and changes to Wellington Toy Library 

2.53 Kellie Lazzaro Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche 

2.54 Sharon Ray Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche 

3.1 Julie Davies Support for Mobile Library Service • Isolated communities 
appreciate the service 
offered by the Mobile 
Library. 

• Elderly residents are often 
unable to travel to branch 
libraries. 

• Communities without 
access to public transport 
need the mobile library. 

• Important resource in the 
education of children. 

Public concern voiced in relation 
to the Mobile Library is focussed 
on the closure of the current 
mobile library service. This is not 
a recommendation within the draft 
2015-2016 Budget.  
 
The recommendation is to not 
replace the Mobile Library prime-
mover which was budgeted to 
take place in the 2015-2016 
financial year and replace the 
existing mobile library service 
model with an alternative remote 
library service by September 
2015.  

3.2 Briagolong Senior 
Citizens Inc. 

Support for Mobile Library Service 

3.3 Betty Richardson Support for Mobile Library Service 

3.4 Cowwarr Community 
& Historical 
Association Inc. 

Support for Mobile Library Service 

4. Gippsland Sports 
Academy 

Objection to review of Council’s financial 
support for Gippsland Sports Academy 

• The GRSA has assisted 
young athletes across 
Gippsland to realise their 
sporting ambitions. 

• Many Wellington Shire 
residents have been 
recipients of the monthly 
Gippstar Awards. 

In reviewing all of Council’s 
service areas it has been decided 
that the work undertaken by 
Gippsland Sports Academy, while 
providing valued support to young 
elite athletes across Gippsland, 
does not contribute directly to a 
core service area of Council. 
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Council Officers support the 
recommendation: 
To discontinue the annual 
contribution of $6,000 to the 
Gippsland Sports Academy. 

5.1 Chris & Birgit 
Sarsfield 

Objection to removal of mosquito spraying • Seaspray acknowledged as 
a breeding ground due to 
its location. 

• Affected areas popular 
amongst tourists. 

• Increased risk of blood 
borne diseases, eg. 
Barmah Forest Virus and 
Ross River Fever. 

The Department of Health and 
Human Services (DHHS) has 
responsibility for public health in 
Victoria and as such, oversees a 
number of vector related health 
initiatives with the objective to 
manage public health risks of 
endemic and exotic vector borne 
diseases that are transmitted by 
mosquitoes.  To support this 
objective, the DHHS has, for a 
number of years, funded a 
number of Councils throughout 
Victoria to implement 
management programs.  
 
This funding program was 
originally developed on the basis 
that Councils contributed 50% of 
the overall costs.  However in 
recent years, the DHHS has 
frozen its funding with Councils 
having to bear increasing costs.  
With ratepayers having to fund a 
greater percentage of the overall 
program, a preliminary review 
was undertaken to understand the 
extent of the management 

5.2 Elizabeth & Oscar 
Rowland 

Objection to removal of mosquito spraying 

5.3 Gary France Objection to removal of mosquito spraying 

5.4 Wellington Regional 
Tourism 

Objection to removal of mosquito spraying 

5.5 Maggie & Gary 
Evison 

Objection to removal of mosquito spraying 

5.6 Barry Curtain Objection to removal of mosquito spraying 
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program and the associated 
areas where larvae is sprayed. 
 
The following areas have 
spraying programs in place: 
 
• Part of the wetland network 

north of Paradise Beach  
• Part of the wetland network 

south of Loch Sport  
• Floodplains in Seaspray 
• Areas around the 

Honeysuckles and Delray 
Beach 

• Parcels of land around 
Hollands Landing  

 
It is recognised that the spraying 
program reduces the number of 
mosquitoes in the areas being 
sprayed, however a review of the 
“spray maps”  shows that there 
are significant breeding areas 
around these townships that are 
not sprayed and given 
mosquitoes can travel a few 
kilometres (or more under certain 
wind conditions), the overall 
impact is significantly reduced. 
 
It is also worth noting that other 
significant mosquito breeding 
areas adjacent to large population 
centres such as Longford, Sale 
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and Wurruk are not managed in 
any way. 
 
Council has recently received 
information from the Department 
that indicates that they will be 
undertaking a review of the 
program over the next twelve 
months with findings to be 
implemented in 2016/17.  This 
may change the way in which the 
program is delivered including the 
associated future funding models.  
 
Should Council resolve to 
withdraw from the current 
program, it could defer its funding 
for 2015/16 and wait until the 
findings of the review are known. 
If, in Council’s view, the revised 
program provides improved 
outcomes for the residents of 
Wellington Shire, it could then 
seek to resume its support in 
2016/17 (subject to the DHHS 
support). 
 
Officer Recommendation: 
 
Given the increasing cost 
associated with the delivery of the 
DHHS mosquito program, and 
concerns over the ability of the 
current program to significantly 
reduce overall mosquito numbers 
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across the municipality, officers 
support Council proposal to: 

 
o Defer funding the program in 

2015/16 and develop an 
education program for the 
local communities affected; 

o Review the Department’s 
revised program once 
released and reconsider 
funding options for 2016/17 
and beyond. 

6. Gary Jones Objection to fees for Domestic Animal 
Businesses 

• Increased fees will result in 
increased costs for 
purchasers which will 
encourage buyers to 
purchase from backyard 
breeders. 

Whilst Council recognises the 
proposed increase in Domestic 
Animal Business registration fees 
are significant, given the costs 
associated with implementing 
recent changes to the Domestic 
Animal Act 1994 and Codes of 
Practice have increased by some 
$100,000 per annum, Council 
needs to consider how these 
costs should be covered.  As this 
new expenditure is directly 
associated with the operation of 
Domestic Animal Businesses, it is 
not considered appropriate that 
the general ratepayer should 
subsidise this in any way.  Based 
on consultation with the industry, 
a revised registration fee has 
been proposed that Officers 
believe is both fair and equitable. 
 
Council Officers recommend: 

Agenda - Ordinary Council Meeting 2 June 2015 41



 CORRESPONDENT SUBMISSION COMMENT SUMMARY OFFICER COMMENT 

That Council implement the 
revised registration fee as 
outlined in the draft budget 
2015/16. 

7.1 Sharon Ray Objection to proposed withdrawal of direct 
staffing support to Wellington Toy Library 

• Seeking extension of 
employment contract of 
Coordinator until December 
whilst organization 
transitions to becoming a 
volunteer-run organization. 

• Provides strong sense of 
connection to the 
community 

The Wellington Toy Library has 
acknowledged Council’s budget 
constraints and is requesting 
Council extend the employment 
contract of the current Wellington 
Toy Library Coordinator until 
December. This funding support 
equates to $5,000 and it will 
enable the organisation to 
transition from relying on Council 
assistance to becoming a 
volunteer-run organisation. 
 
Council Officers support the 
request: 
That Council extend the 
employment contract of the 
Wellington Toy Library 
Coordinator until December 2015. 

 

7.2 Clare Baldwin Objection to proposed withdrawal of direct 
staffing support to Wellington Toy Library 

7.3 Wellington Toy 
Library Inc. 
Committee 

Objection to proposed withdrawal of direct 
staffing support to Wellington Toy Library 

8. Wellington Regional 
Tourism 

Latrobe Wharf Project • Seeking further discussion 
on project design. The Department of Transport 

(DoT) made a funding offer of 
$60k for development of the 
Latrobe Wharf.  The original 
Latrobe Wharf Project that was 
put forward was for a $180k 
facility development that was to 
include floating jetty, fixed Wharf, 
carparking, tie up mooring poles 
upstream and downstream of the 
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Swing Bridge.  The proposed 
funding model was for $30k from 
Council Boating Infrastructure, 
$60k DoT and $90k through 
Putting Locals First (PLF) State 
funding program.  Other Council 
Projects were considered greater 
priority for PLF applications and 
the Latrobe Wharf PLF funding 
application was not made.  The 
DoT has agreed to still fund the 
reduced scope of works with a 
$90k project identified funded by 
$30k rates and $60k from DoT.  
 
Following agreement of the DoT 
for a reduced scope of works with 
the option to add a floating jetty in 
the future the proposal was 
presented to Council Swing 
Bridge Advisory Committee who 
supported this staged approach to 
the development.  The Advisory 
Committee agreed that the design 
could consider a smaller, lower 
deck on the south side of the 
main landing to assist with access 
for smaller boats.  The proposed 
Latrobe Wharf is proposed to 
replicate the original Latrobe 
Wharf that was built at 
approximately 250mm above the 
ground level which is 700mm 
above the normal water level that 
would be accessible for most 
boating users.  
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The Latrobe Wharf will provide a 
facility for larger boats to come to 
Sale and moor without needing 
the Swing Bridge to open for 
access that is anticipated to make 
Sale a more attractive destination 
for larger boats.  
 
Prior to the CEO signing the 
Funding agreement with the DoT 
a workshop was presented to 
Council in early April to provide 
information on the funding 
opportunity and scope of works.   

9. Loch Sport 
Community 
Representative 
Group Inc. 

Queries re boating infrastructure funds, 
mosquito spraying and installation of 
footpaths in Loch Sport. 

• What is the boating 
infrastructure funding for? 

• Is mosquito spraying 
included in the draft 
budget? 

• Has there been funds 
allocated in the draft budget 
to continue installation of 
footpaths in Loch Sport? 

Boating Infrastructure 
To support Council’s Boating 
Facilities Strategic Plan, a 10 year 
Boating Infrastructure Action Plan 
has been developed which 
prioritises capital improvement 
works for Council boating 
facilities.  Funding is allocated on 
an annual basis to support 
actions from this plan.  This 
capital funding does not provide 
for ongoing operational costs 
such as periodical silt clearing 
that is currently undertaken by the 
Foreshore Committee of 
Management. 
 
The proposed upgrade to 
Charlies Street Boat Ramp 
includes an additional ramp, 
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pontoon and sand build up 
mitigation works.  It is listed as a 
priority action for the program in 
2015/2016.  To proceed, the 
project relies on external funding, 
and it is anticipated that an 
application will be made for a 
State Government Boating Safety 
& Facilities Grant when 
applications open later in the 
year. 
 
Mosquito Spraying 
Refer to submissions 5.1 – 5.6 
above. 
Footpaths 
The construction of new paths is 
guided by the project priorities 
within Council’s Walking and 
Cycling Strategic Plan.  Council 
made a funding commitment in 
response to a budget submission 
for the 2011-12 financial year, for 
the construction of sections of 
path on National Park Road, Loch 
Sport.  This project was 
subsequently delivered in that 
year.  There are no proposals to 
construct further paths in Loch 
Sport within the 2015-16 financial 
year however existing paths will 
be inspected and maintained in 
line with Council’s Road 
Management Plan.  
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Submission 1 – Request for recurrent funding of $10,000 per Neighbourhood House and 
Learning Centre in Wellington (Wellington Neighbourhood House Cluster): 
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Submission 2.1 – Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche (Erin Nowak x 2): 
 
 

To whom it may concern, 

How can you be seriously considering closing the Aqua Energy Creche? The word has just got out 
to the community and you have some very very very upset community members!!!!! Being able to 
have your children supervised by such wonderful staff whilst you use the Aqua energy facilities of 
which you pay a membership for along with creche costs is a vital part of keeping our community 
healthy.. both physically and mentally. Without the creche service I know I will have to stop my 
membership as I will have no one else to care for my daughter while I do a class or use the gym 
(2-3 times per week). The majority of the community using the facility are mothers with young 
children, wanting to get their fitness back. At that time in the morning either their 
husbands/partners are at work, or like the RAAF community have no other family members here to 
help look after their children for 1-2 hours while they enjoy the facilities. You are worried about the 
cost of the creche... You should be concerned about the loss the Aqua Energy will incur once the 
members cancel their membership if this is to occur. I would like to know if any of the Wellington 
Shire have young children or have had young children and have used the service?? Or you have 
you forgotten and for some reason think that the users of the service have no importance in our 
community and that their health and well being is not a priority of the Wellington Shire? I am so 
shocked, disappointed and outraged by the thought that this could happen and I sincerely hope 
that their is opportunity for the community to voice their opinion and that you are honest enough to 
listen and revoke this notion. 

 
Regards, one very unhappy community member. 
 
 
Erin Nowak. 
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Submission 2.2 – Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche (Carly McGowan): 
 
 
 
To whom it may concern,  
 
Today I was informed that a recommendation had been put forward to close the crèche at Aqua 
Energy.  
I am new to Sale and also a new gold member of Aqua Energy. I have a six month old baby who 
attended the crèche for the first time today so that I could attend a fitness class at the centre. 
Without the crèche, I would not be able to utilise the facilities on offer at Aqua Energy to my full 
advantage or really, not much at all, which is basically money down the drain. I paid upfront fees 
for 6 mths with the intention of putting my child into crèche while I exercised, and today was the 
start of that journey & my baby & I both enjoyed our time there.  
I would love to know the reasons behind the recommendation as it was quite busy when I was 
there today, obviously popular with the local mums, and the ladies who were working there were 
lovely. If it has something to do with cost, I'm sure the parents who utilise the crèche would be 
happy to discuss the matter with the council so that we can reach a reasonable outcome.  
 
I would love to see the crèche continue to operate and thank you for your time in reading my 
request for it to do so.  
 
Regards,  
Carly McGowan  
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Submission 2.3 – Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche (Hayley Bartlett): 
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Submission 2.4 – Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche (Helen Kennedy): 
 
 
 
Hi, 
 
I am writing to oppose the closing of the crèche at Aqua Energy.  
I personally do not use the crèche, but am a member of Aqua Energy. 
The members & non members who use the crèche will probably leave. As well as doing fitness 
classes they also use the cafe. There is no other fitness centre I know of in Sale that has a creche. 
We are in a society where there is so much emphasis on fitness, sometimes this is the only way 
mum’s can workout and socialise as well. 
The repercussions is you will lose members and no doubt will take their friends with them. 
I think you need to reconsider your decision. 
 
Thank you, 
Helen Kennedy 
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Submission 2.5 – Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche (Anonymous): 
 
 
 
To Whom it may concern, 

I am writing in regards of the news of the possible cosure of the Aqua Energy creche.  I find it very 
strange that you would want to discourage mums/dads from being fit and healthy, not only would 
you lose a lot of customers but you would be also lowing their membership. 

The government can support junkies with a free methadone program but healthy and normal 
people can’t have funds to pay creche staff members? I pay my rates that go up every year, I think 
this is the silliest thing I have ever heard of. 

The council is providing a service, you don’t need to make a profit. 

You will lose my fortnightly direct debit membership if there is no longer a creche as there would be 
no point in me keeping it as I would not be able to use it as I have kids. 

Thanks. 
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Submission 2.6 – Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche (Mary Wilson): 
 
 

 

 
 
 

  

Agenda - Ordinary Council Meeting 2 June 2015 76



Submission 2.7 – Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche (Annette Carroll): 
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Submission 2.8 - Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche (Elise Dyce) 
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Submission 2.9 – Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche (Tracey Harper) 
 
 

 

  

Agenda - Ordinary Council Meeting 2 June 2015 80



  

Agenda - Ordinary Council Meeting 2 June 2015 81



Submission 2.10 - Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche (Julie Proud) 
 
 

VERBAL SUBMISSIONS MADE AT WELLINGTON SHIRE COUNCIL ORDINARY MEETING  
OF 21 APRIL 2015 

 

Julie Proud – Proposed Closure of Creche 

Good evening Councillors and Mayor.  My name is Julie Proud.  I’ve been nominated by a group of service 
users within the Wellington Shire that access Aqua Energy’s crèche.  Firstly I’d like to say that one of the 
biggest misconceptions amongst the Shire’s other service users is that the crèche is free.  So for people in 
the gallery and other people that may listen to this those people that access the crèche pay for their gym 
membership and they also access the crèche at a nominated fee.   

Although the documents released by the Wellington Shire class the crèche as having moderate use, 
members are restricted to session times and those session times are Monday through to Friday, 2 sessions 
each day.  Members pay $4.90 per session and non-members in the community can also access the crèche 
and I’m not sure that that’s available knowledge throughout the Shire.  An average family of 4 with 2 
parents and 2 children using the crèche for 2 sessions a week makes a yearly cost on average, for 40 weeks, 
that’s school terms only, approximately $784 per family for the access and usage of the crèche.  And on top 
of that the gold membership and weekly spends in the cafeteria on average, for that family, it works out to 
be approximately $2,700 a year.  There are approximately 70 families that utilise the crèche.  They have 
gym memberships, they use the crèche, cafeteria spends and, on average, that’s approximately $102,000 
per annum, not calculating the additional planned membership increases for 2015/16 which is also included 
in the draft budget.  

As for the statement ‘alternative local child care is available’, if a child is booked into day care facilities so 
that Mum or Dad can access the gym you must take the full day option which is $76.50 per day less the 
child care rebate and this is sometimes very unaffordable for some families considering the cost-
effectiveness of the crèche facility.  One mother reported that she was on a wait list for a space at two local 
child care facilities for one child and in the seventh month she actually got that service.  So after the closure 
of the Neighbourhood House, Aqua Energy crèche is the only short term child care available in the Sale 
area.   

Wellington Shire needs be commended for the recreational facilities that are available for community 
members and visitors to use.  The development and implementation of policies such as the Healthy 
Wellington Plan, Keeping Wellington Healthy, Health and Wellbeing Plan and Physical Activity Strategy just 
to name a few.  We would urge Council to reconsider the closure of the crèche at Aqua Energy.  Upon the 
news of the proposed crèche closure many members have stated that they will completely withdraw their 
memberships and not utilise any services related to Aqua Energy.  Since Monday 20 April 2015 a petition 
has been circulating via social media which now has over 230 signatures against the closure.   

The crèche provides an avenue for families to have social connectedness and community inclusion.  This is 
extremely important and links into every Wellington Shire policy and plan mentioned before.   

Whilst we appreciate budget constraints, in closing, I would like Councillors to consider that as a part of the 
Wellington Shire’s community wellbeing strategic direction “Wellington is a vibrant community that values 
partnerships and collaboration in the planning and delivery of health and wellbeing programs, services and 
activities”.   

Thank you. 
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Submission 2.11 - Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche (Emily Larsen x 2) 
 
 
 
 

VERBAL SUBMISSIONS MADE AT WELLINGTON SHIRE COUNCIL ORDINARY MEETING  
OF 21 APRIL 2015 

 

Emily Larsen – Proposed Closure of Creche 

Hi, I’m Emily Larsen and I’m just wanting to add something about the gym crèche as well.  

I guess I just wanted to let you know, from my own personal experience using the crèche, when I had my 
first child I felt quite socially isolated.  I found it difficult to find activities to leave the house and meet other 
people and the crèche has provided me with an avenue to do that.  And I think a lot of the other mothers 
there really enjoy that time and they’ve met people that are like-minded that are into health and that have 
children the same age.  So, although we are there to use to use the gym facility it does provide an avenue 
to meet people and to connect socially.  So we’re quite devastated and it’s really important to us and we’d 
really like some consideration to keeping it there.  

Thank you. 
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Dear Malcolm 
 
I am writing to object in the strongest terms to the proposed closure of the crèche at Aqua Energy. 
I have been a member at Aqua Energy for close to seven years now. I first joined when I moved 
back to Sale after ten years in Melbourne.  The facility is fantastic and so well priced when 
compared to city gyms. I loved the community feel the gym had and I began to make new friends 
with people that also attended regularly at the same times. After the birth of my first child in 2011, I 
began using the crèche. The crèche provides an invaluable service, providing parents and carers 
of young children with an opportunity to exercise: enhancing physical, mental, emotional and social 
well-being. Health and Fitness have always been important to me but never so important until I 
became a parent. My love of fitness I believe came from my parents. Who might I add are over 60 
still very fit and regularly attend the gym and exercise classes. I too hope through role modeling 
that my children will also inherit a love for fitness related activities. And this may in turn mean that 
they grow into healthy adults. 
 
Becoming a parent for the first time although wonderful can be very challenging! Often you are 
sleep deprived, exhausted and feel uncertain about how to best care for a new baby. I also found 
this time quite socially isolating as it was my first time away from work and study in many years. My 
husband works a FIFO roster like many other members of the local community his work requires 
him to be away for 3 weeks at a time. When I was using the crèche it was quite often the only 
social contact I had in that day. Booking into the crèche meant that I committed to finding the time 
to exercise and time for myself, which can be challenging with young children. I always left the gym 
in a happy, positive mood and felt ready to tackle the day ahead. Being able to exercise also 
helped me to lose the extra 16 kilograms I had gained during pregnancy and I got back to my pre 
pregnancy weight 9 months after giving birth. I also ran 10 kilometers, which is further than I had 
ever run in my life! I felt a great sense of achievement, my self-confidence had finally returned and 
I had lots of energy, which I believe has made me a better parent. I truly believe that this would not 
have been achievable if I did not have access to the crèche. 
 
Many would argue that we currently have an epidemic of preventable, costly and chronic disease. 
And according the ‘Healthy Wellington Plan’ the Shire would tend to agree. This plan states that 
physical inactivity ranks as the leading contributor to preventable disease and morbidity among 
women. Recent research also indicates  that the post partum period is a particularly critical time for 
the development of obesity. Regular physical activity has been associated with numerous direct 
health benefits; favorable effects on cholesterol, insulin sensitivity and aerobic fitness just to name 
a few.  Some of the reported Psychological benefits include a reduction in symptoms of anxiety 
and depression and improved mood and well-being. The plan developed by council also 
recognizes the influence that social connectedness has on an individuals health and well-being. 
The Victorian Education Department in a recent report named social isolation as a key family 
stressor alongside parental mental illness, parental substance abuse, home violence and low 
income. In this context, the importance of building social support networks around families needs 
to be recognized.  The Crèche goes a long way in providing its users with both an opportunity to 
increase physical activity and social connection, two out of the four priorities that have been 
identified by council for good health. Although the ‘Healthy Wellington Plan’ is great in theory it 
seems little point developing such plans if the services that help the community achieve it’s listed 
priorities are on the chopping the block. Perhaps the consultation process needs to involve seeking 
advice from healthcare professionals such as maternal child health nurses, doctors and midwives 
in order to gain a well-rounded view of the health implications that cancelling such a service may 
have. 
 
The service is not only invaluable to the parents and carers who use it, but also the children that 
attend. My son loves going to Crèche, which is very well run by experienced and caring staff while 
offering a wide range of enjoyable and stimulating activities. The Crèche provides an opportunity 
for children to experience short periods of separation; a service, despite contrary reports, is not 
offered anywhere else in the Shire. Some children do not cope in busy commercial day care 
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centers or for long periods of time away from their parents. This service allows these children to 
develop coping skills and independence, which may in turn help with the transition to long day care 
or Kindergarten. I would encourage councilors to visit the crèche to see how happy the children 
who attend are! 
 
Although it has been suggested that ‘alternative commercial childcare’ exists.  There is no like for 
like alternative within the Shire. Certainly spaces may be available at commercial daycare and 
family daycare however in most cases these facilities require you to book and commit to set days 
per week and more often than not charge for a full day of care, which before rebate is upwards of 
$70 per child per day. Last year I had my son waitlisted at two of the larger daycare facilities in 
town only to get a spot after 7 months at the beginning of this year. I am currently gearing up to 
return to study in July after the birth of my second child in December and subsequently trying to get 
both my children a spot on the same day at the same center, currently no places are available. Not 
only is it difficult to obtain a place for children in local daycare but also I simply could not afford to 
send both my children more than once a week and nor do I want to. Currently I use the crèche 
twice a week at an additional cost of $4.90 per child this equates to a cost of $19.80 per week on 
top of my membership. If I were to place both of my children in daycare it would cost upwards of 
$280 per week. 
 
I believe that ‘moderate usage’ rates as cited by the council is shortsighted. The proposed closure 
does not just affect the current users but also those who are not yet parents and may require and 
benefit a service like this in the future. It is fairly safe to say that once it’s gone it will not return. 
Please keep this in mind when making your decision. 
 
I understand that the crèche carries some burden to rate payers, but I would ask council to look at 
ways to reducing the cost as opposed to cutting the service completely. After all I am sure that all 
council would agree the more services on offer the better off we are. Some of these options may 
include: 
 
·      Offering spaces to non-members for occasional care purposes. This also fills the ‘gap’ that 
was left by neighbourhood house which I believe was a well used service. Surely affordable 
occasional care would be a desirable service for many members of the community. I would 
suggest that two sessions operate 1st: 8:45-10:45, 2nd 10:45- 12:45 with early booking available to 
non-members in the second session. And the option to book over both sessions (this may assist 
working mothers). 
 
·      Paying when you book. As far as I am aware all childcare facilities within the shire require 
payment in advance and if your child is sick or unable to attend you are still required to pay for their 
place the crèche should be no different. This also means that last minute cancellations or no 
shows do not carry such a great cost burden. 
 
·      Advertising and Marketing current advertising for Aqua Energy has no mention of the crèche. 
The crèche I believe is a point of difference for Aqua Energy as it is not offered by any other gyms 
in the area and therefore should be heavily advertised. 
 
·      Slight increase in prices. It is general consensus among crèche users that this would be 
welcomed if it means keeping the service. 
 
·      Restructuring of class timetable. Perhaps offering more popular classes inline with the second 
crèche session would help increase its use. 
 
·      Price increase for family memberships. I believe this needs a price review. Currently two adult 
memberships are more expensive than a family. I believe that it should be at least the same price, 
which would make children then free. 
 
·      Using the space for multi function. Perhaps after school art classes (there are some currently 
running in Stratford), yoga, Les Mills children’s class, Pilates. 
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Currently Aqua Energy has something for everyone, the young, the elderly, those with disabilities 
and as it stands those with young children. I think ‘we’ need to shift our thinking that the crèche is 
subsidized childcare, but in fact a service that allows a particular group of people to access a 
facility. I urge council to rework the current model of the crèche in order to find a solution that is 
considered financially viable.  Surely investing in the health of young families is money well spent! 
But at the end of the day it comes down to priorities and I hope that the physical and mental health 
of parents of young children is high on your list. 
 
Yours Sincerely 
 
 
Emily Larsen 
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Submission 2.12 - Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche (Rachael Laves) 
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Submission 2.13 - Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche (Kylie Pratt) 
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Submission 2.14 - Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche (Simon Dyce) 
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Submission 2.15 - Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche (Susie Andrews) 
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Submission 2.16 – Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche (Dannielle Monaghan) 
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Submission 2.17 - Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche (Annie McAdam) 
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Submission 2.18 – Question re Proposed Closure of Aqua Energy Creche (Glenn Canfield) 
 
 
 
 
Online question received at the Council Meeting held on 21 April 2015: 
 
 
Name Question Date 

Glenn Canfield 
Will the Council update the Defence Material Organisation 
Project AIR5428 Office of the removal of support services 
that directly affect Defence Families, i.e. Aqua Energy 
Creche Services? 

18:57 21-04-2015 

 
 
  

Agenda - Ordinary Council Meeting 2 June 2015 95



Submissions 2.19 – 2.33 - Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche (Sam Madden, Karen 
Hughes, Maternal & Child Health, Ben McAdam, K. McKenzie, Vineetha Das, N. McClen, 
Ashley Shanahan, Gary McMillan, Lynee Millward, Caroline Epskamp, Fiona Ronchi, 
Christina Weatherall, Thomas McAdam, Eveyln McAdam) 
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Submission 2.34 – Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche (Peter Nowak) 
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Submission 2.35 - Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche (Andrea McKenzie) 
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Submisison 2.36 – Petition re Objection to closure of Aqua Energy Creche (Glenn Canfield) 
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Submission 2.37 – Objection to closure of Aqua Energy Creche (Kathy Thompson) 
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Submission 2.38 – Objection to closure of Aqua Energy Creche (Leanne Jones) 
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Submission 2.39 – Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche (Gayle Evans) 
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Submission 2.40 – Objection to closure of Aqua Energy Creche (Clinton Gartung) 
 
 
Dear Mr. David Morcom, 
 
I am writing in response to the draft budget submission that was put out for public comment. There 
were a few submissions I had problems with but none more so than the INTENDED CLOSURE OF 
THE CRECHE AT AQUA ENERGY. 
 
I understand that shire needs to be pro-active in cost costing to keep rate rises at a minimum, but I 
also do believe there are a lot of alternatives to this. I also understand that the Wellington shire is a 
large area by size and that this service only affects a small proportion of the shire but this is a paid 
for service by users and subsidized by others also. A bit more thought could have gone into this 
rather than just closing the doors. 
 
As the shire has identified previously it understands that the rate payers of the Wellington shire are 
in the higher percentage for the state of being overweight or obese and closing this service down 
will just add to the burden on our already stressed health system. 
 
I personally am very disappointed to even think that the shire would consider closing this vital 
service down as the main reason my family members have a membership there is for this service. 
If this was to close down I would be requesting a full refund as my wife would not be able to attend 
every week as I work away on a 7 day on 7 day off roster in effect only being able to use the gym / 
pool services for ½ of the year or find alternative child care which as you know is very difficult in 
our area. I know of a lot of families in the same situation who work locally off-shore who are 
disappointed in this submission and don’t think it has had enough thought put into it. There is a lot 
of ways the shire could save the $80,000 annually without closing this service down.  
 

• Port of Sale cultural hub (what benefits will this provide for the amount of money being 
spent on it??) 

•  
If you were to close this service down I personally believe the fall-out will be much greater as some 
families will not renew their membership and take it elsewhere (there are plenty of other gym’s 
available with cheaper memberships), which will mean the shire will have to increase its fees again 
to cover all the lost memberships. There a gyms in the local area which no the situation of a 
majority of the off-shore workforce working away for half the year so they have made up 
membership packages to suit that lifestyle and as I said previously I/we are prepared to pay the 
extra to be members of your gym for this ONE GREAT SERVICE.  
 
Our children love attending the crèche and the staff are lovely and do an amazing job and I also 
feel sorry for them as I feel they are the forgotten people associated in this. These ladies will all be 
looking for another job to I take it as they are trained professionals in that field (where to for them?) 
 
I believe you will receive e-mails or alternates from others in the same situation who can word their 
opinions/feelings better than myself, I will back up most of them have to say who are disappointed 
in this proposal.  
 
Regards 
 
Clint Gartung 
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Submission 2.41 - Objection to closure of Aqua Energy Creche (Marinda Smith) 
 
 
Chief Executive Officer 
Wellington Shire Council 
PO Box 506 
Sale VIC 3850 
 
 

Re Intended Closure of Crèche at Aqua Energy, Sale 
 
Dear Mr Morcom,  
 
I have been advised today that the Wellington Shire Council is considering closing the Aqua 
Energy crèche in Sale from July this year. Frankly I find this appalling.  
 
I have been an avid swimmer my entire life and now that I am a mother to three young children I 
encourage them to swim too. I live in Yarram and have been attending Aqua Energy in Sale and 
using the crèche for several years now. I find the service both invaluable and affordable. The staff 
are not only knowledgeable, but extremely friendly and helpful. Without child minding facilities I will 
not be able to continue to swim or use any of the centre’s other facilities and I know that many 
other parents, mainly mothers, will be affected in the same way.  
 
Yarram residents are already limited by the town’s remoteness to both sporting facilities and 
childcare options. There is a pool in Yarram but it is an outdoor facility which is only open during 
the summer months and it does not have a crèche. To ensure my children and I can continue to 
swim, a necessary skill for all Australians, I drive to Aqua Energy in Sale each week, which from 
Yarram is an hour’s drive each way. There I can undertake the fitness I choose knowing that my 
children are safe and happy. Until now.  
 
 I used to attend the Latrobe Leisure Centre in Morwell, however Latrobe City Council decided to 
shut their in-centre crèche down. With young children in tow, many fellow centre users and myself 
were forced to discontinue using the centre. In order to maintain some level of fitness, the crèche 
at Aqua Energy in Sale is now the only option left to me within a reasonable driving distance from 
Yarram, (if you call driving for an hour each way with three young children reasonable). I can’t 
believe Council can be so short sighted as to consider removing this last vital service. It will place a 
substantial portion of Wellington community members at a real disadvantage.  
 
Swimming is integral to my general fitness, health and wellbeing, as is knowing that my children 
are being well cared for. Council’s work promoting healthy living and active lifestyles is ineffectual if 
it removes one of the very services which make this possible. Council’s 2015/16 Draft Budget 
outlines several strategic objectives important to the Wellington community, particularly community 
wellbeing, lifestyle opportunities and assets which meet current community needs. The crèche at 
Aqua Energy is very well regarded and well patronised. It is meeting a community need. The 
recommendation to close the crèche does not support any of these objectives.  I simply do not 
understand Council’s proposal to remove this service from the community.  
 
Numerous women in Wellington shire do not have access to other childcare options such as family 
or friends. Even when childcare at the Yarram hub is up and running, if there is no crèche at Aqua 
Energy my children would have to remain in Yarram so that I can swim in Sale, which means they 
will miss out on gaining valuable swimming skills. For many mothers an hour or two at a fitness 
centre is the only break they get. Daily childcare rates charged by most private centres for an hour 
or two’s use render them not even worth considering.  
 
Council’s proposal to close the crèche communicates clearly that parents, and particularly mothers 
in Wellington shire, are not valued. If this crèche is closed the closest pool with crèche which I 
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could access is well over 100 kilometres away from my home. In the age of access for all, I find 
this situation astounding.  
 
I implore council to reconsider this flawed recommendation.  
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
Marinda Smith 
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Submission 2.42 – Objection to closure of Aqua Energy Creche (Luke de Boer) 
 
 
 
 
Dear Chief Executive Officer of the Wellington Shire Council, 
 
I’m writing this email you today because I have recently been informed that there is a draft budget 
proposal to close the Aqua Energy internal child caring facility.  
 
Firstly, as you would already be aware that the communities of Sale and the surrounding areas 
include a very high percentage of families whose primary bread winner works fly/ fly out rosters 
either offshore in Bass Strait, North West Shelf Western Australia and even internationally. The 
primary care givers of these families make a lot of sacrifices to allow their partners to do this work, 
and I know that many of them utilise the Aqua Energy Services, where they can enjoy their 
exercise during the day, knowing that their little ones are safely being looked after at the Aqua 
Energy crèche.  
 
I too work offshore and I can see the negative affect this will have on my partners ability to exercise 
and have our kids adequately cared for at the same time. 
 
I believe we should consider other families who are not part of the FI/FO workforce who may also 
be affected. They could include: 
 

• Shift workers families 
• Dairy farming community 
• Hospitality workers 

 
 
I can only imagine how difficult it must be to balance the Wellington Shires Councils budget. I 
appreciate that some unpopular decisions will need to be made, however I urge you to please to 
propsed closure of the Aqua Energy crèche 
 
 
regards 
 
 
Luke de Boer 
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Submission 2.43 - Objection to closure of Aqua Energy Creche  (Daniel Duggan) 
 
 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
I am writing in response to the draft budget submission that you have out for public comment. In 
particular, the closure of the crèche at Aqua Energy.  
 
I’m very disappointed and surprised to hear that the closing of the crèche is being examined, 
considering the vital service that it provides. This, for my family and several others, will have a 
great impact on their health and wellbeing, particularly while I am at work: I work offshore on a one 
week on, one week off roster. 
 
I urge the shire to consider very carefully the following elements:  

• I refer to the ‘Healthy Lifestyles Strategy: 2011-2015’ document, which highlights the lower 
life expectancy of the people of Gippsland than the State average (page 14), the higher 
percentage of people being overweight or obese (page 15) and the burden of disease 
(page 15). The document also estimates that ‘many of the top risk factors contributing to 
the burden of disease for both men and women in Wellington (and in Gippsland as a whole) 
relate directly or indirectly to levels of physical activity. Increases in levels of physical 
activity will also help to address obesity, high blood pressure and high cholesterol’ (page 
16). Closing the crèche would only have a negative effect on family health. Taking children 
to the crèche helps educate them about good health and wellbeing; that eating well and 
exercising is good for mental and physical health. 

• As I’m at work 50% of the time, closing the crèche will mean that my wife, Sonia, will only 
be able to use the facility every second week. We pay the family membership annually, 
which, as you know, is over $1,100.00. Unfortunately, Sale does not have an alternative 
crèche that can take children for 1 or 2 hours at a time. And even if it did, this would not 
work as well unless it was part of the Aqua Energy complex. It would make using the facility 
logistically very difficult. 

• The closure of the crèche will mean that I will regretfully be requesting a refund on my 
membership. I will simply not be able to justify the use of the facility for only 6 months of the 
year. Several of my work colleagues are in the same situation. I cannot speak for them but I 
have spoken to several and they have expressed their disappointment and indicated that 
they will be requesting a refund on membership as well. 

• I invite the Council to consider that, by giving the men and women of Gippsland an 
opportunity to exercise, the maintaining of the crèche contributes to the education of 
children and the future generation of Gippslanders: children who see their parents live a 
healthy life will be more incline to make exercise part of their normal everyday life.  

I do, however, recognize that making a budget balance is a very difficult thing to do and would like 
to congratulate the shire on its past achievements. The parks, walks, BBQ’s and roads, for the 
most part, are outstanding. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
Danny Duggan 
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Submission 2.44 – Objection to closure of Aqua Energy Creche  (Steve & Vannda Mason) 
 
 
 
 
I am writing to you in regards to your proposed closure of the crèche at Aqua Energy, Sale. 
 
As a long term rate payer, I would like to voice my opposition to this in the strongest terms 
possible.  As an offshore worker with 3 young children, this is the only way that my wife can 
participate in gym activities and gain good social contact at the same time whilst I am at work for 7 
days. 
 
Then when I am home for 7 days, this is an outlet where we can attend the gym together, 
maintaining a healthy and social relationship, which can only benefit our other activities within Sale. 
 
Short term care is not available at child care centres, so if the crèche were to close, having 
membership primarily for use of the gym, there would be no reason to maintain our family Gold 
membership. 
 
Please give this decision some serious thought! 
 
Thank you. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Steve and Vannda Mason (& kids) 
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Submission 2.45 – Objection to closure of Aqua Energy Creche  (Rick McKenzie) 
 
 

Dear Cr. Malcolm Hole, 

I am writing this letter in support of keeping the excellent service of the Aqua Energy Crèche open. 
The educators that care for our children do an amazing job running this crèche, it’s fantastic & the 
play based learning they provide is invaluable. It disappoints me that it's not supported by 
management in finding new & viable ways to keep it running…  

 I know it took me about 20 minutes to make a couple of calls to other crèche facilities to discuss 
there systems. I'm not sure if any of this had been discussed prior to the proposed closure but I 
would hope it had.   

 From what I understand not being privy to all financial data the crèche is running a loss of 70K. 
The session from 9:00 -10:30 is pretty much always full and the numbers nearly balance, however 
the 10:30-12:00 session is usually quiet and which I’m sure costs the facility dearly.  

The key to the crèche working well is to have it better managed and promoted, I suggest trailing a 
few different ideas before even thinking about scrapping it, some include: 

·      The first is to allow the facility to open to the public as a casual care at a higher rate 
(Parents shopping, appointments, groceries or just having a break from their kids etc.). 
Without getting into numbers and figures, perhaps reserve 75% of availability for gym 
users, then up to 1 week prior to date of care, open the remainder to the public. 25% would 
always be available to the public every day and can be booked well in advance if needed. 
The rate for occasional care would have to be worked out by accounts people. Things to 
consider include; second child subsidy, 9:30 - 10:30 session be more expensive as it is 
already very popular for gym users. I believe it would be relatively easy to generate an 
extra $150 a day nearly 40K a year with a few changes.  

·      Currently the only way to book kids in is by phone & the only inkling the crèche exists to 
non-members is one tiny word, under an Aqua Energy page on the council website.  
- An online booking page allowing parents to login, check days of interest, availability and 
being able to book & pay online would make it far easier for people to book out of hours, I 
understand this however would come at a cost to set up.  
- Promote the service for the public in the local newspapers, signs, flyers or newsletters at 
schools, childcare facilities & MCH office. - And possibly look into parents allowing to claim 
government childcare rebates... Then you would even be able to charge a little more per 
session 

·      Have the crèche close at 2:00pm every day. And promote the occasional care option 
heavily or have a slightly lower cost for care from 11:00 - 2:00.  

·      Share the space to other businesses that might want after school care, kids craft 
workshops, school holiday play, mother’s groups etc. Or even make it a multi use room for 
an additional fitness class 

·      Asking for sponsorship for the crèche may also be a possibility from big business that wish 
to promote healthy lifestyle. 

 If gold members with young children were to cancel their memberships due to the crèche closure 
some problems to consider include: 

-       The cost coming into the business which has been reported as sustainable 
-       Development of young children socially as for some, it’s the only social activity they 

engage in before kinder 
-       Swimming lesson cancellations, as we won't be able to continue our youngest boy’s class 

without the crèche available to watch our little girl. 
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-       Families not being members simply won't spend the time in the facility, revenue coming 
into the café etc. 

-       Jobs or cut hours of the fitness instructors, swimming teachers admin staff 
-       And especially the jobs of the most lovely & genuine carers I have had the pleasure to 

know. 
  

So I ask, please do not close the crèche! I object the proposed closure in the strongest way! It’s a 
fantastic facility & a real asset to our town. A lot of other towns, some with a smaller population 
than ours are happy to run such a facility, please don't make our town the one to make such a final 
change. 

 Your feedback would be appreciated and thanks for listening, 

 Rick McKenzie 
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Submission 2.46 – Objection to closure of crèche  (Sharon Jessup) 
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Submission 2.47 – Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche  (Bernadette McKenzie) 
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Submission 2.48 – 2.49 – Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche  (Jasmine Williams, 
Skye Vardy) 
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Submission 2.50 – Objection to closure of Aqua Energy Creche (Jill Thayer) 
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Submission 2.51 – Objection to closure of Aqua Energy Creche (Kellie Gartung) 
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Submission 2.52 – Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche & changes to Wellington 
Tory Library (Jennifer Oliver) 
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Submission 2.53 – Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche (Kellie Lazzaro) 
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Submission 2.54 – Objection to closure of Aqua Energy crèche (Sharon Ray) 
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Submission 3.1 – Support for Mobile Library Service (Julie Davies) 
 
 
 
Council, 
 
I live in Loch Sport.  My husband, Charles, and I have been permanent residents since 1980.  We 
are now in our 70’s, and both enjoy reading for relaxation and information.  Before the grand event 
of the Mobile Library we came into Sale to the Library.  In the first years here we had three children 
at School in Sale, so were often in Sale. 
 
Now we only drive in once a week for groceries, banking etc. 
 
We use the Mobile Library every week.  It is a very important part of our week.  Phillip Brooks is 
very helpful and everyone who uses the Library enjoys his cheerful presence.  The Mobile Library 
is a very social part of Loch Sport.  We often see people there who do not come out of their houses 
otherwise, as they are elderly (older than us) and in ill health.  We have quite a lot of elderly and 
infirm living here.  They could not get into the Sale Library, as many rely on friends for transport 
and shopping, so will be devastated at its loss. 
 
Loch Sport is a very isolated town.  We often feel neglected by the Council.  We pay our rates but 
we do not get many services.  The Mobile Library is one that we feel is necessary, and I hope that 
you will consider our needs. 
 
Yours, 
 
Julie Davies 
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Submission 3.2 – Support for Mobile Library Service (Briagolong Senior Citizens Inc.) 
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Submission 3.3 – Support for Mobile Library Service (Betty Richardson) 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Sir or Madam, 
 
Re the debate over the withdrawal of the Mobile Library.  I for one will be very disappointed if this 
happens.  I am in my 80’s, still driving, but the library is very handy when the weather is bad, or I 
don’t need to go to Sale or Maffra. 
 
As there has been a lot of older people that have left Briagolong, it has made a difference, but a lot 
of people don’t watch TV all day.  I love my good books.  The staff in all the libraries are absolutely 
lovely. 
 
Perhaps the answer is a smaller vehicle with easy access. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Betty Richardson 
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Submission 3.4 - Support for Mobile Library Service (Cowwarr Community & Historical 
Association Inc.) 
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Submission 4 – Objection to review of Council’s financial support for Gippsland Sports 
Academy (Gippsland Sports Academy) 
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Submission 5.1 - Objection to removal of mosquito spraying (Chris & Birgit Sarsfield) 
 
 
 
Dear Madam Mayor, 
 
As a resident of the Shire of Wellington and a ratepayer holding multiple properties within the Shire 
(and therefore, a significant contributor to the Shire's coffers,) I wish the following information to be 
considered by yourself and your Council colleagues: - 
 
The Merriman's Creek Reserve at Seaspray is regarded as a public domain by the owners, 
residents and visitors to the area and as such, is maintained (to the best of our abilities) by the 
occupants of the properties abutting this land. Many enjoy walking/cycling along the reserve and it 
proves an attraction to the area. 
  
The maintenance of the reserve is also attended by Shire of Wellington on a twice-yearly basis 
where grass and reeds are slashed to allow and keep public access to the walking tracks atop the 
levee bank and the minimization of pest infestation, including mosquitos. We are grateful for the 
Shire's participation in this ongoing program. 
 
However, I am vexed by Council's recent decision to terminate the Mosquito prevention measures 
which have been in place for some years. As you have stated  publicly: - 
 
“Increased mosquito activity means that there may be more chances of being bitten. 
Whilst a mosquito bite is annoying, it’s also wise to remember that there’s a risk 
of blood borne disease such as Barmah Forest Virus and Ross River Fever. 
 
“These virus infections can cause major illness with symptoms including tiredness, rash, 
fever and sore and swollen joints. 
 
Seaspray is acknowledged as a breeding ground for these potentially dangerous insects due to its 
close location to Lake Reeve and the tidal activity of the local creek. 
 
Seaspray also has a proud heritage as a gathering place for travelers and holiday makers from 
Sale, its surrounding areas and beyond. 
 
Cancelling the Shire's eradication program and suggesting we just use commercial personal 
repellent is totally unacceptable and beneath the dignity of your office from a health and safety 
point of view. 
 
My wife and I have young grand children who will access our property abutting Merrinan's Creek 
reserve and we are truly concerned your decision will impact on our family's amenity. 
 
We are very unhappy with the prospect of funding withdrawal to the mosquito spraying program 
and would appreciate your consideration of our submission. 
 
Yours, Chris & Birgit Sarsfield  
 Heyfield/Seaspray 
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Submission 5.2 - Objection to removal of mosquito spraying (Elizabeth & Oscar Rowland) 
 
 
 

Dear Madam Mayor, 

My wife and I were visiting friends who live in Seaspray 3 years ago and were so taken by the 
place that we bought a holiday house in the town; I recall at the time many of our friends warning 
us about the mosquito problem. 

In the three years that we have owned the property the mosquito problem has been quite 
manageable and has had minimal effect on our holidays, I can only assume that the councils 
treatment in that time has had the desired effect. 

I would also like to point out that the council itself has previously stated that controlling the 
mosquito population is important:  

“Increased mosquito activity means that there may be more chances of being bitten. 
Whilst a mosquito bite is annoying, it’s also wise to remember that there’s a risk 
of blood borne disease such as Barmah Forest Virus and Ross River Fever.” 

 “These virus infections can cause major illness with symptoms including tiredness, rash, 
fever and sore and swollen joints”. 

It is our opinion that funding for mosquito prevention is crucial for the functioning and growth of the 
beautiful place Seaspray is. 

Yours sincerely 

Oscar & Elizabeth Rowland 
Seaspray 
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Submission 5.3 - Objection to removal of mosquito spraying (Gary France) 
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Submission 5.4 - Objection to removal of mosquito spraying (Wellington Regional Tourism) 
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Submission 5.5 - Objection to removal of mosquito spraying (Maggie & Gary Evison) 
 
 
 
Dear Madam Mayor, 
  
As a resident of The Shire of Wellington and a ratepayer of 43 Mandalay Drive The Honeysuckles 
we wish for the following information to be considered by yourself and your Council colleagues. 
  
Our Property backs on to Lake Reeve with all its lovely birds and wildlife which to us is a joy to 
behold. 
  
The Wellington Shire each year have sprayed to minimize the infestation of mosquitoes which we 
are grateful for. 
  
However we are deeply concerned by Council's recent decision to terminate the Mosquito 
prevention measures which have been in place for some years. As you have stated publicly: 
  
Increased mosquito activity means that there may be more chances of being bitten. Whilst a 
mosquito bite is annoying, it is also wise to remember that there is a risk of  a blood borne disease 
such as Barmah Forest Virus and Ross River Fever. 
These virus infections can cause major illness with symptoms including tiredness, rash, fever and 
sore and swollen joints. 
  
The Honeysuckles is a fast growing Community, with many permanent residents and many home 
owners who come frequently to holiday homes all year through. 
  
So it is with great concern that cancelling the Shire's eradication program and suggesting we just 
use commercial repellent is totally unacceptable and beneath the dignity of your office from a 
health and safety point of view. 
  
My husband and I have Children and Grandchildren who visit us regularly and are very concerned 
your decision will impact on our family's health and enjoyment of our lovely area. 
  
We are very unhappy with the prospect of the funding withdrawal to the Mosquito spraying 
program and would appreciate your consideration of our Submission. 
  
  
Kind Regards, 
                      Maggie & Gary Evison 
                         12/5/2015. 
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Submission 5.6 - Objection to removal of mosquito spraying (Barry Curtain) 
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Submission 6 – Objection to fees for Domestic Animal Businesses (Gary Jones) 
 
 
 
 
I am writing to you about the letter I received from the Wellington Shire Council in regards of 
registration fees. 
 
I would like to take the opportunity to voice my displeasure of the new fees being put in place for 
the Domestic Animal Business (Breeding and Rearing Establishments)  
As a large registered breeder I already have many overheads and expenses which I try and keep 
to a minimum so that the cost doesn't need to be on forwarded to the purchasers of the animals. 
Many costs are incurred to keep a high standard of the legislative requirements and maintaining 
the upkeep of the property and the health of the animals.  
 
As a registered breeder some of the high costs that I incur are: 
Food eg- fresh mince, dry food, rice, bread, chicken and chicken bones. This is a large weekly 
order. 
Water- Bowls of fresh drinking water is provided every day, also water is used daily to clean yards. 
Electricity is used every day to run cleaning equipment, heaters and air conditioners, plus 
grooming equipment 
Staff expenses to care for the animals and maintain the high standard living quarters. 
Bedding, bowls and new carpets are up dated regularly. 
Grooming equipment is often replaced to keep dogs healthy 
Vet bills which run into thousands each month to have all the dogs meeting the high standard of 
health and care which is non-negotiable. This includes desexing, microchipping, worming and 
vaccination of pups being sold. 
The list does not stop on how much I have to spend to have happy health dogs and the added 
expense if the increased Breeders Fee will affect how my costs can be reduced without affecting 
the health of each dog. 
 
The Minster for Agriculture needs to be aware of all factors before making decisions that only affect 
Registered Breeders. As we are all aware, the backyard breeders have no controlling body to 
ensure the health and safety and breeding management of all canines, therefore a uniform 
approach to all dog breeding needs to be in place. People will continue to buy pups/dogs from 
backyards because they are cheaper, but they have no paper record (vet certificates, health 
guarantee, parentage) or follow up requirements. Legislation needs to look at the bigger picture not 
just concentrate on the breeders who are already abiding by the rules and laws. 
 
 
Thank you for your time 
Kind regards  
Gary Jones  
 
 
  

Agenda - Ordinary Council Meeting 2 June 2015 164



Submission 7.1 – Objection to proposed withdrawal of direct staffing support to Wellington 
Toy Library (Sharon Ray) 
 
 
 
 
 

VERBAL SUBMISSIONS MADE AT WELLINGTON SHIRE COUNCIL ORDINARY MEETING  
OF 21 APRIL 2015 

 
Sharon Ray – Toy library 
 
I’m Sharon Ray and I’m from the Wellington Toy Library.  Thank you for the opportunity to speak tonight.   
 
The Wellington Toy Library understands that savings need to be found within the Council budget.  The Toy 
Library asks that Council consider providing 50% of the previously allocated funding and extend the 
employment contract of the Coordinator until December.  Our service extends to around 150 children in 
the Shire.  Current users have paid up until March next year with the understanding that the Coordinator is 
there to support them and run the toy library sessions.  Six months of funding will support our organisation 
in the essential transition away from relying on Council assistance and towards becoming a volunteer-run 
organisation.  Without this the Toy Library risks facing closure after July this year.   
 
Thank you. 
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Submission 7.2 – Objection to proposed withdrawal of direct staffing support to Wellington 
Toy Library (Clare Baldwin) 

 

 

To the CEO and Wellington Shire Councillors, 
 
Since moving to Sale four years ago, the Wellington Toy Library has played a significant role in 
helping me connect with other young families in the area. My oldest children, Owen and Patrick, 
have now cemented in their weekly routine a visit to the toy library. These visits have engendered 
in them a strong sense of connection to their community (the interactions they have with other 
children when borrowing are priceless and have a hugely positive impact on their interpersonal 
developmental skills!). The sense of responsibility they have in terms of caring for the toys is mind-
boggling. They respect the notion of shared toys and the concept of the needless cycle of 
purchasing toys for their exclusive ownership.  
 
Owen and Patrick had a sincere respect for the overwhelmingly helpful Veronica, the previous 
Coordinator, and now with Elizabeth, whose advice they are keen to take on board; they seem to 
sense she has an authentic interest in them, which they benefit from enormously.  
 
The loss of the toy library would be sorely felt. My youngest child is now three months old; it would 
be very sad for her and I if the existence of the toy library were to become like a folklore story in 
our community. 
 
Thank you for forwarding this (tardy!) but heartfelt message onto each of the Councillors.  
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
Clare Baldwin 
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Submission 7.3 - Objection to proposed withdrawal of direct staffing support to Wellington 
Toy Library (Wellington Toy Library Inc. Committee) 
 

 

Agenda - Ordinary Council Meeting 2 June 2015 167



Agenda - Ordinary Council Meeting 2 June 2015 168



Agenda - Ordinary Council Meeting 2 June 2015 169



Agenda - Ordinary Council Meeting 2 June 2015 170



Agenda - Ordinary Council Meeting 2 June 2015 171



Agenda - Ordinary Council Meeting 2 June 2015 172



Agenda - Ordinary Council Meeting 2 June 2015 173



Agenda - Ordinary Council Meeting 2 June 2015 174



Agenda - Ordinary Council Meeting 2 June 2015 175



Agenda - Ordinary Council Meeting 2 June 2015 176



Agenda - Ordinary Council Meeting 2 June 2015 177



Agenda - Ordinary Council Meeting 2 June 2015 178



Agenda - Ordinary Council Meeting 2 June 2015 179



Agenda - Ordinary Council Meeting 2 June 2015 180



Agenda - Ordinary Council Meeting 2 June 2015 181



Agenda - Ordinary Council Meeting 2 June 2015 182



Agenda - Ordinary Council Meeting 2 June 2015 183



Agenda - Ordinary Council Meeting 2 June 2015 184



 
 
 
  

Agenda - Ordinary Council Meeting 2 June 2015 185



Submission 8 – Latrobe Wharf Project (Wellington Regional Tourism) 
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Submission 9 – Queries re boating infrastructure funds, mosquito spraying and installation 
of footpaths in Loch Sport (Loch Sport Community Representative Group Inc.) 
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ITEM C3.1 PLANNING DECISIONS 
DIVISION: DEVELOPMENT 
ACTION OFFICER: MANAGER LAND USE PLANNING 
DATE: 2 JUNE 2015 
 

IMPACTS 
Financial Communication Legislative Council 

Policy 
Council 

Plan 
Resources 

& Staff 
Community Environmental Consultation Risk 

Management 
          

 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 

To provide a report to Council on recent planning permit trends and planning decisions made under 
delegation by Statutory Planners during the month of April 2015 for information. 

 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE GALLERY 
 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Statutory Planners have delegated authority under the Planning and Environment Act 1987 to 
make planning decisions in accordance with the Planning and Environment Act 1987 and the 
Wellington Planning Scheme including the issue of: planning permits, amended permits, extensions 
of time, refusal of planning permits and notices of decision to grant a planning permit. 
 
A copy of planning permit decisions made between 1 April and 30 April 2015 is included in 
Attachment 1.   
 
Attachment 2 provides an overview of recent planning permit trends including decisions made, 
efficiency of decision making and the estimated value of approved development (derived from 
monthly Planning Permit Activity Reporting data).  
 
 
OPTIONS 
 
Council may choose to note this report, alternatively, Council may choose to seek further 
information and refer this report to another meeting. 
 
 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
That Council note the report on recent planning permit trends and Planning 
Application Determinations between 1 April and 30 April 2015. 
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PROPOSAL 
 
That Council note the report on recent planning permit trends and planning application 
determinations between 1 April and 30 April 2015. 
 
 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
No staff and/or contractors involved in the compilation of this report have declared a conflict of 
interest. 
 
 
COMMUNICATION IMPACT 
 
The monthly report communicates information about planning trends and determinations including 
the issue of planning permits, amended permits, refusal of planning permits and notices of decision 
to grant a planning permit. 
 
 
LEGISLATIVE IMPACT 
 
All planning decisions have been processed and issued in accordance with the Planning and 
Environment Act 1987 and the Wellington Planning Scheme. 
 
 
COUNCIL POLICY IMPACT 
 
All planning decisions have been issued after due consideration of relevant Council policy, 
including Council’s Heritage Policy and the requirements of the State and Local Planning Policy 
Framework in the Wellington Planning Scheme. 
 
 
COUNCIL PLAN 
 
The Council Plan 2013–2017 Theme 5 Land Use Planning states the following strategic objective 
and related strategy: 
 
 Strategic Objective 

“Appropriate and forward looking land use planning that incorporates sustainable growth 
and development.” 

  
Strategy 5.2 
“Provide user friendly, accessible planning information and efficient planning processes.” 

 
This report supports the above Council Plan strategic objective and strategy. 
 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
 
Planning decisions are made in accordance with the relevant environmental standards to ensure 
that environmental impacts are minimised 
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MAY 2013 - APRIL 2015

Wellington Shire Average for Other Gippsland Councils (Bass Coast, Baw Baw, East Gippsland, Latrobe, South Gippsland)

P143/2012 Development of Sale Police Station $10,000,000
P215/2013 ESSO Gas Plant (Buildings and Works)  $50,000,000

P497/2012 Esso conditioning plant $500,000,000 not included in graph for August 
2013
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ITEM C3.2 STRATEGIC LAND USE PLANNING PROJECT PRIORITIES 2015/16 
DIVISION: DEVELOPMENT 
ACTION OFFICER: MANAGER LAND USE PLANNING 
DATE: 2 JUNE 2015  
 

IMPACTS 
Financial Communication Legislative Council 

Policy 
Council 

Plan 
Resources 

& Staff 
Community Environmental Consultation Risk 

Management 
          

 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 
To seek Council’s support for the following project being undertaken as part of the 2015/16 
strategic land use planning work program: 

1. Targeted detailed assessment of priority places of potential heritage significance as part of 
Stage 2 of the Wellington Heritage Study.  

 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE GALLERY 
 
 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
The current strategic planning work program and potential new 2015/16 project priorities were 
discussed at Council’s Strategic Land Use Planning Projects Review Group (Project Review 
Group) meeting of 10 February 2015.  A copy of the minutes and information presented to the 
Project Review Group were distributed electronically to all Councillors on 13 February 2015.   

There is already a significant 2015/16 work program, which focuses on various Council and 
privately initiated planning scheme amendment requests.  The work program includes preparation 
of Outline Development Plans for North Sale, Wurruk and Longford, Port Albert Rural Lifestyle Lot 
Review and Planning Controls Review Implementation, Bushfire Planning Project, Rosedale 
Structure Plan Implementation, Stevens St, Sale rezonings, technical amendment and the rezoning 
of the former Sale police station site. Given the available budget and current project priorities, there 
is limited scope for new strategic land use planning project work in the 2015/16 financial year 
unless current project priorities are to change/be deferred. In view of this, Officers believe that a 
selective approach which targets the available funding towards a single project should form the 
basis of the project selected.  
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
That  
1. Council supports the following project being undertaken as part of the 2015/16 
 strategic land use planning work program: 
 

• Targeted detailed assessment of priority places of potential heritage 
significance as part of Stage 2 of the Wellington Heritage Study. 
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In broad terms, key options for new project work discussed at the 10 February 2015 Project 
Review Group meeting included: 
 

1. Targeted detailed assessment of priority places of potential heritage significance as part of 
Stage 2 of the Wellington Heritage Study.  

 
2. A review of the existing planning scheme controls to facilitate the removal of redundant, 

repeat or ineffective provisions (note that an application for this work has been lodged with 
the Rural Planning Flying Squad). 

 
3. Other small town structure plan preparation. 

 
The Wellington Shire Heritage Study Stage 1 (the Study) was completed in May 2005 by Context Pty 
Ltd, which responded to an acknowledged community respect for and appreciation of Wellington 
Shire’s heritage. Stage 1 of the Study included an Appendix 6 (see Attachment 1 to this report), 
which provides a list identifying priority places with potential heritage significance for further 
investigation as part of a subsequent Stage 2 study. A total of 803 places were identified in the list 
and of those places 584 were considered to be high priority and 219 a medium priority.   
 
In June 2005, Council resolved to, 
 

‘receive the Wellington Shire Heritage Study Stage 1 and proceed with the Wellington Shire 
Heritage Study Stage 2 and Planning Scheme Amendments on a staged basis and subject to 
budget allocation and external funding on a dollar for dollar grant basis’. 

 
Following the completion of Stage 1 of the Study, Council prepared Amendment C26 to the 
Wellington Planning Scheme to provide Heritage Overlay protection to a significant number of 
places and precincts in Sale and Port Albert.  However, due to competing project and budget 
priorities further Stage 2 Heritage investigations have yet to be advanced elsewhere in the 
municipality. 
With the assistance of Council’s Heritage Advisor, it is now proposed to ‘target’ a select number of 
heritage places that are considered to be amongst the most significant within the Shire using a 
2015/16 budget allocation of $50,000. 
 
The detailed assessment of a number of targeted places (in the order of 50 places) would provide 
the justification required for the selected places to be statutorily protected through their formal 
inclusion within the Heritage Overlay within the Wellington Planning Scheme.  
 
 
OPTIONS 
 
Council has the following options: 
1. Proceed with the targeted detailed assessment of priority places of potential heritage 

significance as part of Stage 2 of the Wellington Heritage Study; or 
 

2. Resolve not to proceed with the recommended project and seek further information at a future 
Council meeting. 
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PROPOSAL 
 
That Council supports the following project being undertaken as part of the 2015/16 strategic land 
use planning work program: 
 

1. The targeted detailed assessment of priority places of potential heritage significance as part 
of Stage 2 of the Wellington Heritage Study. 

 
 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
No staff and/or contractors involved in the compilation of this report have declared a Conflict of 
Interest. 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 
The recommended 2015/16 strategic planning project priority has been included in the draft 
2015/16 budget.  Officers are currently pursuing the potential for dollar for dollar funding through 
the Rural Planning Flying Squad, but details of the continuation of this program are yet to be 
finalised.  Should dollar for dollar funding become available, it will enable an increased number of 
places to be investigated and have heritage citations prepared to justify future Heritage Overlay 
protection. 
 
 
LEGISLATIVE IMPACT 
 
All strategic land use planning matters are considered in accordance with the Planning and 
Environment Act 1987 and/or any relevant legislation. 
 
 
COUNCIL PLAN IMPACT 
 
The Council Plan 2013 –17, Theme 5: Land Use Planning states the following strategic objective 
and related strategy: 
 

Strategic Objective 
“Appropriate and forward looking land use planning that incorporates sustainable growth 
and development.” 
 
Strategy 5.1 
“Ensure Land Use Policies and Plans utilise an integrated approach to guide appropriate 
land use and development.” 

 
The proactive preparation of citations to protect a targeted number of heritage assets within the 
Shire supports the above Council Plan strategic objective and strategy. 
 
 
PLANNING POLICY IMPACT 
 
The project identified as priority work will contribute towards ensuring that strategic land use 
planning within the Wellington Shire occurs in an orderly and coordinated manner and that the 
Wellington Planning Scheme remains up-to-date and utilises the most appropriate ‘planning tools’ 
from within the Victorian Planning Provisions.  
 

Agenda - Ordinary Council Meeting 2 June 2015 200



 
RESOURCES AND STAFF IMPACT 
 
The recommended project would be undertaken as part of the overall strategic planning work 
program for 2015/16 and on this basis would be appropriately resourced. 
 
 
COMMUNITY IMPACT 
 
Undertaking the project would demonstrate Council’s commitment to working towards achieving 
the preservation of some of the Shire’s most significant heritage assets which are not currently 
protected in the Wellington Planning Scheme. On this basis, the broader community impact is likely 
to be generally positive, although it is acknowledged that some landowners may oppose future 
application of the Heritage Overlay to identified land. 
 
 
CONSULTATION IMPACT 
 
A detailed consultation process will be developed as part of the project. It is anticipated that the 
bodies/organisations involved in the development of the original Heritage Study will be re-engaged 
as part of the process. 
 
 
RISK MANAGEMENT IMPACT 
 
Identifying some of the Shire’s most significant heritage assets for inclusion within the Heritage 
Overlay and affording them a higher degree of protection will serve to reduce the risk of their loss 
as a finite resource in the future. 
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ITEM C4.1 CUNNINGHAME STREET SPECIAL CHARGE STREET 
CONSTRUCTION SCHEME – INTENTION TO DECLARE SCHEME 

DIVISION: BUILT & NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

ACTION OFFICER: MANAGER ASSETS & PROJECTS 

DATE: 2 JUNE 2015 

 
IMPACTS 

Financial Legislative Council 
Policy 

Planning 
Policy 

Resources 
& Staff 

Community Environmental Consultation Risk 
Management 

         
 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 
To consider the proposed Cunninghame Street Special Charge Street Construction Scheme 
Number 1501 for declaration as a Special Charge Scheme for the section of Cunninghame Street 
between Dundas Street and Lansdowne Street. 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE GALLERY 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That: 
 
1. Council commences the statutory process under the Local Government Act 1989 (the 

Act) to declare a Special Charge Scheme for the purposes of constructing 
Cunninghame Street between Dundas Street and Lansdowne Street in Sale and 
providing any ancillary works including drainage.  

 
2. Council in accordance with sections 163(1A) and 163B(3) of the Act, directs that a 

public notice be given in the Gippsland Times newspaper of the intention of Council 
to declare the scheme at its ordinary meeting to be held on 18 August 2015 in 
accordance with the proposed declaration of Special Charge Scheme Number 1501 in 
the form of this resolution for the full construction of the section of Cunninghame 
Street between Dundas Street and Lansdowne Street in the township of Sale. 

 
3. Council directs that in accordance with section 163(1C) of the Act, separate letters 

enclosing a copy of the public notice be sent to the owners of the properties referred 
to and set out in the schedule of properties forming a part of the Proposed 
Declaration of Special Charge, advising of the intention of Council to declare the 
Special Charge at its ordinary meeting to be held on 18 August  2015, the basis of the 
calculation and distribution of the Special Charge and notifying such persons that 
submissions and/or objections in writing in relation to the Proposed Declaration of 
Special Charge will be considered and/or taken into account by Council in 
accordance with sections 163A,163B and 223 of the Act. 

 
4. Council appoints three Councillors plus an alternative representative to form the 

‘Cunninghame Street Special Charge Scheme Submissions Committee’ that is 
established by Council under section 223(1)(b)(i) of the Act, to consider written 
submissions/objections and to hear any persons who in their written submissions 
under section 223 of the Act have requested that they be heard in support of their 
submissions 
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5. That Scheme Number 1501 for construction of the section of Cunninghame Street 
between Dundas Street and Lansdowne Street, Sale as presented to this meeting be 
adopted and a Special Charge for the scheme commences 18 August 2015 and 
remain in force for a period of ten years. 

 
6. The Special Charge be declared for the purpose of defraying costs associated with 

street construction (including drainage) which Council considers will be of benefit 
to those property owners required to pay the special charge. 

 
7. The following be specified as the land in relation to which the special charges is so 

declared:  All properties abutting Cunninghame Street within the township of Sale 
bounded by Dundas Street and Lansdowne Street intended to be included in the 
scheme as defined on the plan attached to this report. 

 
8. The following be specified as the criteria which forms the basis of the special 

charge so declared:- 
• Properties will derive special benefit due to construction of the roads and 

streets by:- 
• Reduction in dust 
• Enhance the amenity and character of the land and local area  
• Creation of improved riding surfaces for the street 
• Improved access and egress from properties  
• Improved road drainage 
• Improved parking with indented parking 
• Improved road safety for motorists, cyclists and pedestrians 

 
9. That pursuant to Clause (2) of Section 163 of the Local Government Act 1989, 

Council resolves:- 
 

(a) The total amount of the special charge to be levied is $81,233 
(b) The criteria used as a basis for declaring the special charge are: 

 
• Improved amenity for properties in the area defined by the scheme 

boundary. 
• Improved road safety for properties and the community in the area defined 

by the scheme boundary. 
• That for the purposes of Clause (2A) of Section 163 of the Local 

Government Act 1989 the total amount of the special charge to be levied will 
not exceed the amount calculated in accordance with the formula   S = R x C 

 
Where S =  The maximum total amount that may be levied from all 

persons  who are liable to pay the special charges. 
R =  The Benefit Ratio pursuant to Clause (2B) of Section 163 of 
the  Act 

and C =  The cost of the scheme 
 

That for the purposes of Clause (2B) of Section 163 of the Local 
Government Act 1989, the Benefit Ratio R shall have a value of 0.185 
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(c) One third of the cost is to be apportioned to all properties included in the 

scheme on the basis of each property having abuttal to the street to be 
constructed under the scheme will be apportioned one (1) Access Benefit 
Unit (ABU). 

 
(d) Two thirds of the cost will be apportioned on the basis of abuttal length for 

each property.  Abuttal length for the purpose of this scheme is defined as 
the actual frontage, one third sideage and one half rearage (including any 
extensions to these dimensions associated with corner splays) for every 
property in the scheme. The amount to be charged to each property for 
abuttal will be the product of the abuttal length of the property divided by the 
total abuttal length for the scheme multiplied by two third the cost. 

 
10. Having regard to the preceding parts of this resolution, it be recorded that: 
 

 a)  The owners of the properties described in the scheme document entitled 
“Cunninghame Street Special Charge Street Construction Scheme Number 
1501” are liable for the respective amounts set out in the scheme document.   
Council will be contributing 80% of the property owners costs. 

 
b)   Such owners may subject to any further resolution by Council, pay the   

special charge per property/title in accordance with the following: 
(i) the full amount within 45 days of invoice or 
(ii) payment may be made over 20 quarterly instalments 

       (5 years) including interest or 
(iii) payment may be made over 40 quarterly instalments  

      (10 years) including interest 
 

11. The Chief Executive Officer or the person for the time being acting in that position, 
be authorised to give public notice of this declaration in accordance with Sections 
163 and 223 of the Local Government Act 1989. 

 
12 The Chief Executive Officer, General Manager Built & Natural Environment and 

Manager Assets and Projects or the person for the time being acting in that position, 
be authorised to carry out any and all other administrative procedures necessary to 
enable Council to carry out its functions under section 163A and sections 163(1A), 
(1B) and (1C) and sections 163B and 223 of the Act. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
Following the introduction of the Wellington Shire Council 2014 Residential Road and Street 
Construction Plan, property owners abutting the proposed scheme area expressed interest in a 
special charge scheme.  An informal investigation of a special charge scheme was commenced 
which included the preparation of a design and cost estimation. This section of Cunninghame 
Street is one of the main access routes to the Sale Primary School.  
 
A public meeting was held on Tuesday 31 March 2015 and an informal survey, which included an 
estimated cost, was distributed to all property owners liable to be included in the proposed scheme. 
The result of the informal survey was 94% of the property owners replied and all replies were in 
favour of the proposed scheme. 
 
Currently there is unsealed road shoulders with only the through lanes sealed and an open channel 
drain on the north side of the road.  The proposed Cunninghame Street Special Charge Street 
Construction Scheme would provide for a fully constructed section of Cunninghame Street between 
Dundas Street and Lansdowne Street. The work would include a fully sealed road with indented 
parking, kerb and channel, improved drainage and stormwater management.  This scheme will 
ensure that this section of Cunninghame Street will be to a similar standard as other through 
sections of Cunninghame Street.   
 
There are 18 owners of 19 properties in the scheme area.  
 
 
OPTIONS 
 

• Progress the proposed scheme by advertising the intention to declare the special charge 
scheme 

• To not advertise the intention to declare the Special Charge Scheme. 
 
 

PROPOSAL 
 
That Council advertise its intention to declare a Special Charge Scheme for the full construction of 
the section of Cunninghame Street between Dundas Street and Lansdowne Street in the township 
of Sale.  
 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
Nil Staff and/or Contractors involved in the compilation of this report have declared a Conflict of 
Interest in this section 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 
The scheme is estimated to cost $440,000. The amount to be recovered under the scheme does 
not include GST. 
 
Portion to be recovered from property owners $81,233 
 
Portion to be recovered from Council as a property owner $33,848 
 
Portion of cost to be recovered from Council as direct costs $324,919 
 
Total estimated cost of scheme $440,000 
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1. As only 20% of the cost of this scheme is intended to be recovered from affected property 

owners, Council will need to provide for the estimated cost within its 2015 / 2016 Capital Works 
Program. Council funding is to be allocated from its 2015/2016 Commonwealth Roads to 
Recovery Program. 

 
2. The method of apportioning the costs for this scheme includes both access benefit and road 

abuttal.  Accordingly, 33.3% of the estimated cost is to be uniformly apportioned among the 
properties in the scheme as an access benefit.  The remaining 66.7% is to be apportioned on 
the basis of full cost for properties fronting the road/streets to be constructed, one half cost for 
all properties with rearage to a road/street to be constructed and one third cost for all 
properties with a sideage to a road/street to be constructed. Council will be contributing 80% 
of the property owners costs. 

 
3. It is proposed under the scheme to invoice property owners for their apportioned project 

amount after commencement of construction of the scheme.  Options for payment per 
property/parcel/title are 20 quarterly instalments (5 years) or 40 quarterly instalments (10 
years) for all amounts. An interest component will be included where payment is to be made 
under either of these instalment programs. 

 
4. The average estimated cost per property is $4,275. The lowest estimated cost is $2,382. The 

highest estimated cost is $6,346. 
 
 
LEGISLATIVE IMPACT 
 
This scheme has been prepared in accordance with Section 163, 163A, 163B of the Local 
Government Act 1989.  Public notification will be in accordance with Sections 163 and 223 of the 
Local Government Act 1989.  Submissions and objections to the scheme will be considered in 
accordance with Sections 163A, 163B and 223 of the Local Government Act 1989. 
 
 
LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS 
 
Clause (2) of Section 163 of the Local Government Act 1989 requires Council to determine: 
 

(a) The total amount of the special charge to be levied; and 
(b) The criteria to be used as the basis for declaring the special charge. 
 

 
Clause (2A) of Section 163 of the Local Government Act 1989 provides that for the purpose of 
Section (2) (a) the total amount of the special charge to be levied must not exceed the amount ”S” 
where S = R x C and; 
 
S = is the maximum total amount that may be levied from all the persons who are liable to pay the 
special rates or special charges. 
 
R = is the benefit ratio determined by the Council in accordance with sub-section (2B). 
 
C = is the total cost of the performance of the function or the exercise of the power under sub-
section (1). 
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The Benefit Ratio “R” is calculated by: 
 

______TSB(in)___________  = R 
TSB(in)+TSB(out)+TCB 

 
 

• TSB(in) is the estimated total special benefit of those properties that the council has 
decided to include in the scheme. 

 
• TSB(out) is the estimated total special benefit of those properties with an identified special 

benefit that the Council does not propose to include in the scheme. 
 

• TCB is the estimated total community benefit. 
 

• R is the benefit ratio. 
 
For the purposes of this scheme: 
 

TSB(in) = 19 (no. of properties in scheme) 
   
TSB(out) = 0 
   
TCB = 83 

 
   

__19__ 
19+0+83 

 
Therefore:- R = = 0.185 
   

 
and 

 
S = R x C 
   
S = 0.185 x $440,000 
   
Therefore:- S = $81,233 

 
COUNCIL POLICY IMPACT 
 
The scheme has been prepared in accordance with Council’s Special Charge Schemes – Roads, 
Street & Drainage Development Policy 4.2.4 and 2014 Residential Road and Street Construction 
Plan. 
 
 
PLANNING POLICY IMPACT 
 
The proposal has no impact on Planning Policy. 
 
 
RESOURCES AND STAFF IMPACT 
 
Implementation of the scheme can be undertaken within the resources of the Assets & Projects unit 
with the assistance of external contract engineering support for the survey and design of the 
scheme. In the event the scheme is adopted by Council, construction will be carried out by an 
approved contractor via a tender process. 
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COMMUNITY IMPACT 
 
Implementation of this scheme will have a significant community impact as it will realize a fully 
constructed road with indented parking for a collector road.  Direct benefits will include the 
elimination of vehicle generated dust, defined street parking, improved through traffic conditions 
and road safety arising from the defined road location, associated signage and pavement markings 
and improved drainage. 
 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT  
 
Implementation of this scheme will have a positive environmental impact arising from the reduction 
of dust generated by vehicles as well as improved quality of stormwater runoff. 
 
 
CONSULTATION IMPACT 
 
A comprehensive public consultation process has been entered into with affected property owners 
including: 
 

• Numerous discussions between property owners and Council staff during 2014  
• Public meeting held at Sale, 31 March 2015 
• Mail out survey of all property owners, 1 April 2015 
• Follow up mail out in mid April 2015 requesting replies to the survey. 
• Mail out 11 May 2015 advising survey results and the proposed process for the scheme. 

 
Further consultation will be through recommendation 4 of this report. The recommendation is for 
the creation of a Council Committee made up of three councillors and an alternative 
representative. The Committee will consider submissions/objections to the scheme and to hear any 
submitters/objectors who request to be heard in support of their submissions   

 
 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPACT 
 
Implementation of the scheme will produce a substantial reduction in risk to motorists, cyclists and 
other road users through improved visibility (reduction of dust), properly identified through lanes, 
indented parking and new signage and markings. 
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Attachment 1 
 
CUNNINGHAME STREET SPECIAL CHARGE STREET CONSTRUCTION SCHEME No 1501 
 
PLAN OF SCHEME AREA. 
 
Scheme Boundary   
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ITEM C5.1 GIPPSLAND ART GALLERY ADVISORY GROUP MINUTES 
DIVISION: COMMUNITY AND CULTURE 
ACTION OFFICER: MANAGER ARTS AND CULTURE 
DATE: 2 JUNE 2015 
 

IMPACTS 
Financial Communication Legislative Council 

Policy 
Council 

Plan 
Resources 

& Staff 
Community Environmental Consultation Risk 

Management 
          

 
 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 
To receive the minutes from the Gippsland Art Gallery Advisory Group meeting held on 4 May 
2015. 
 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE GALLERY 
 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Gippsland Art Gallery Advisory Group is a Committee of Council that meets every two months.  
The membership of the Advisory Group includes representation for professional artists, art 
educators, community members, Gallery Society members and a Councillor. 
 
As provided under the Committee’s Instrument of Delegation, the objectives of the Committee 
include providing advice to the Gippsland Art Gallery Director of the views, requirements and 
aspirations of the community in relation to visual arts.  This includes: art in public places; cultural 
and artistic matters relating to the Gippsland Art Gallery; proposed acquisitions to the Gippsland 
Art Gallery collection; development of policies for the management and promotion of the Gippsland 
Art Gallery; and promotion of community interest in the Gippsland Art Gallery. 
 
The committee’s Instrument of Delegation reflects the desire to seek community input, advice and 
feedback on the operations of the Gippsland Art Gallery and to present this information to Council. 
 
It is to be noted that these minutes have yet to be formally ratified by a future Advisory Group 
meeting and are provided as current information for the Council. 
 
 
OPTIONS 
 
Council has the following options: 
1. Receive the minutes from the Gippsland Art Gallery Advisory Group meeting held on 4 May 

2015; or 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
That Council receive the minutes of the Gippsland Art Gallery Advisory Group meeting 
held on 4 May 2015. 
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2. Request additional information and receive the minutes from the Gippsland Art Gallery 
Advisory Group meeting held on 4 May 2015 at a future meeting. 

 
 
PROPOSAL 
 
To receive the minutes from the Gippsland Art Gallery Advisory Group meeting held on 4 May 
2015. 
 
 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
No staff and/or contractors involved in the compilation of this report have declared a Conflict of 
Interest. 
 
 
COUNCIL POLICY IMPACT 
 
This report is in accordance with Council Policy 5.3.2 which establishes a framework for the 
guidance of Council in relation to the roles and responsibilities of Committees. 
 
 
COUNCIL PLAN IMPACT 
 
The Council Plan 2013-17 Theme 4 Infrastructure states the following strategic objective and 
related strategy: 
 
 Strategic Objectives 
 “Asset and infrastructure that meet current and future community needs.” 
 
 
Strategy 4.3 

“Manage Council community facilities planning to ensure that outputs are based on 
identified community needs.” 

 
This report supports the above Council Plan strategic objective and strategy. 
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GIPPSLAND ART GALLERY 
ADVISORY GROUP MEETING 

GALLERY LIBRARY 
Monday 4 May 2015 

6.00pm, Art Gallery Library 
 
 

 
MINUTES 
1. Opening of meeting, welcome of visitors and attendance 

 

Present:  
Claire Marston (Chair), Cr Emile Davine, Clive Murray-White, Robbie Aitken, Rob 
Ziffer, Brian Castles, Bianca Taylor, Brian Cantwell. 

1.1 In attendance:  
Anton Vardy, Stephen Dempsey, Simon Gregg, Sarah Atkinson (Minute Secretary). 

1.2 Absent: no absentees 
 

1.3 Assembly of Councillors and Staff Conflict of Interest Declaration:  
Completed by Anton Vardy. 

 
2. Minutes of the previous meeting Wednesday 4 March 2015 

Moved: Clive Murray-White  Seconded: Brian Castles 
 
3. Reports 
 

3.1 Director’s Report 
 
4. Business Arising 

4.1 The Port of Sale Cultural Hub Project Steering Group met on Tuesday 28 April, with 
the absence of the architects and Jeremy Gaden (Creative Victoria) no further 
development of plans were presented. Due to a power cable which currently sits 
under the site of the proposed lift, a cost analysis will be made of its removal before 
a plan is confirmed to either remove the cable or relocate the lift. Cabling of the 
temporary Gallery will also be considered during this process. The next meeting in 
June should see this issue resolved. 
 

4.2 The gallery will close on Sunday 28 June and re-open Friday 10 July with 
Synthetica. The front desk will be moved to the temporary gallery and gallery shop 
limited to non-consignment items initially. 

 
4.3 New computer systems are now in place, the gallery has been assigned a drive 

which has been instrumental for the compilation of images for the upcoming book 
release. 

 
 
 
 

Agenda - Ordinary Council Meeting 2 June 2015 250



5. Reports 
5.1 Director's Report 

 
With the relocation project, our Gecko’s program will be put on hold these school holidays. 
Weekend workshops will be offered in place of the usual program. 
 
The recent opening of Dawn Stubbs and Lois Brown was attended by approximately 165 
visitors. Our final exhibition before the relocation will be Rodney Forbes – The Lost White 
Woman of Gippsland 27 May – 28 June. A discussion panel has now been confirmed. 
 
John Leslie has offered to assist with the purchase of Daniel Crawshaw’s Silva I –IV, 2013 and 
also with the publication of the 50 Year Anniversary Book. 

 
5.2 Gallery Society Report  

 
A society meeting was held, discussion were made regarding the upcoming Dinner for the 
Melbourne Masterpieces dinner and talk which will most likely be held at ONeills. 

 
5.3 Chair’s Report 

 
The Chair attended the opening of Horror Show at Strange Neighbour and has also been 
involved with the conception and installation of Clive Murray-White’s current exhibition at 
Cowwarr Art Space which will run during a maintenance period for the gallery. 

 
6. General Business 

6.1 Planning and monitoring of programs, events and activities in the Art Gallery 
 
The Director outlined upcoming programs, including Synthetica, curated by Claire Watson, the 
Gippsland Print Award, Horror Show (currently exhibiting at Strange Neighbour) and a staff 
exhibition later in the year. 

 
6.2 Expansion and encouraging of volunteer participation and community interest 
in the Art Gallery, and to assist with promoting the Art Gallery’s events and facilities 
to visitors 

 
6.3 Proposed acquisitions to, and de-accessioning from, the collection of the Art 
Gallery, as required for donations under the Cultural Gifts Program 

 
The Curator presented a group of works that are currently stored, but not owned by the Gallery. 
Consensus was made to purchase the Mavis Jenning’s landscape, with vote moved by Clive 
Murray-White and seconded by Brian Castles. The other works will be considered for 
fundraising / auctions, perhaps for the Gallery Society. Clive Murray-White then left the room 
during the discussion and for the vote on Daniel Crawshaw’s Silva I –IV, 2013 due to a conflict 
of interest. The Curator explained the offer of assistance from John Leslie and the suggestion 
to also approach corporate bodies for future funding was proposed. 
 
The Curator also presented a folio of work from the Freestone Press Printmaking Studio as a 
survey of local artists representing the print making movement in a concise and high quality 
group. Brian Castles moved the vote and Clive Murray-White seconded.  
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6.4 Cultural and artistic matters relating to the Art Gallery, including promoting 
cooperation between the Art Gallery and other services of Council 

 
The Director outlined that the upcoming budget was yet to be finalised. The potential for 
sponsorships, or other means of funding will be explored once the budget has been 
announced. Clive Murray-White proposed that a program for Art Students be explored to assist 
with photographing their work, particularly in light of the work Lindsay is currently undertaking 
in recording the collection. 
 

6.5 Maintenance, augmentation and development of the permanent collection of 
the Art Gallery 

 
6.6 Advising Council on development of policies for the management and 
promotion of the Art Gallery 

 
The Director advised the committee on the upcoming relocation of the sculpture garden, with 
the involvement of Dyers in transporting Clive Murray-White’s piece. Communicating the 
gallery relocation with the general public will take place over the upcoming months. 
 

6.7 Utilise networks to obtain support for the Art Gallery, both financial and non-
financial, and to assist with philanthropic support of these activities 

 
The Director raised the potential of approaching corporations such as Esso BHP Billiton for 
philanthropic support.  

 
7 Next Meeting 

Monday 3 July 2015 at 6:00pm (or earlier as per requirements of the redevelopment project) 
Gippsland Art Gallery 
 
Temporary Gallery Facility Port of Sale Business Centre 66 Foster Street Sale or to be 
advised. 
 
 

Meeting Closed: 7.00pm 
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D. URGENT BUSINESS 

E. FURTHER GALLERY AND CHAT ROOM COMMENTS  
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G. IN CLOSED SESSION 
 

 
 
 
 
That the meeting be closed to the public pursuant to Section 89(2) of the Local Government 
Act 1989 to consider: 
 a) personnel matters 

b) the personal hardship of any resident or ratepayer 
c) industrial matters 
d) contractual matters 

  e) proposed developments 
f) legal advice 

  g) matters affecting the security of Council property 
h)  any other matter which the Council or special committee considers would 

prejudice the Council or any person 
 
 
 

G. IN CLOSED SESSION 
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