
 
Yesterday, the Community House proudly hosted The Biggest Morning Tea, we would like to extend a
heartfelt thank you to everyone who attended and generously donated. It was a wonderful morning
with a fantastic turnout—plenty of friendly conversations over a cuppa, delicious food and some fun
games were enjoyed.
Thanks to your support, we raised a total of $730.80 for the Cancer Council—a great achievement!
Thank you to the Dargo Hotel, Dargo General Store and Dargo River Inn for generously donating items
that were auctioned.

On Friday 20th June we have the Community Luncheon so please come and join us at the Dargo Hotel.
We are pleased to welcome a guest speaker who will share insights about the LCHS Carers Program
and speak briefly on dementia.
If you would like to attend, please book in as soon as possible to secure your spot.

Soup & Roll Days are starting up again. Held fortnightly starting Thursday 26th June, come along for a
cup of soup, a warm bread roll, and most importantly a friendly chat. 
A gold coin donation will be appreciated. 

Ps....Can you find the Bluebird? 

In this month's issue

Dargo Bush Bulletin

Deadline for any submissions for the next Bush
Bulletin is COB Tuesday 24th June

Jokes, Crossword & Suduko

Friday 23rd May 2025

ABN: 91925537278  P: 5140 1333 / M: 0488 035 133
Email: dargoch3862@gmail.com

And Lots more......
Kids Page

Page 1

Community Events

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Recipe

Guess the item competition

Continuation of The strange mystery of the Button Man 
       and the Victorian Alpine Park disappearances

The Gap

Biggest Morning Tea



If you, or someone you know would like to
advertise in this community newsletter,

please contact the Dargo Community House
on                  

Ph: 5140 1333 or Mobile: 0488 035 133
Email: dargoch3862@gmail.com for more

information
 

Got a joke, or something interesting
you’d like to share with other      

readers? 
Please send it in to us at

dargoch3862@gmail.com
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DARGO COMMUNITY HOUSE

COMMUNITY EVENTS

DARGO HOTEL

DARGO RIVER INN

Every Tuesday @ 10.30am  - Jigsaw Puzzles

DARGO BUSH NURSING CENTRE

Every Wednesday  @ 10am - Chair Yoga

Every Friday Night Happy Hour - 5pm - 6pm

Friday 23rd May  - Wheel - Cemetery Trust

Friday 30th May  - Wheel - TV Group

Sunday 25th May - Crazy Wheel - Muscular
Dystrophy

Sunday 1  June  - Crazy Wheel - Museumst

Friday 20th June @ 12pm -  Dargo Community 
House Luncheon

Thursday 26  June - 11am - 1pm  Soup & Roll Dayth

ANGLING CLUB

Friday 6  June - Sunday 8  June - Trout & Bassth th

End of Season Competition

Closed 16  - 19  June - Reopening 20  Juneth th th

Sunday 8th June  - Crazy Wheel - Cemetery Trust

Friday 6  June  - Wheel - Catholic Churchth

Friday 13  June  - Wheel - Landcareth

Friday 20  June  - Wheel - Museumth

Friday 27  June  - Wheel - Bush Nursing Centreth

Friday 4  July  - Wheel - TV Groupth

Soup & Roll Day

The Community House is hosting Soup &
Roll days every fortnight on a Thursday 

11am to 1pm. 

We invite you to join us for a delicious cup
of soup and a fresh bread roll.

Most importantly, come in and join us for a
friendly chat.

Hope to see you there.

Starting Thursday 26  June.th

Gold Coin Donation would be most
welcome and appreciated.

Monday 9  June - Closed - Kings Birthday Publicth

Holiday

Saturday 7  June - 9pm - late - DJ Yeehawth

Sunday 22nd June  - Crazy Wheel - Community
House

Sunday 29th June  - Crazy Wheel - Angling Club

Sunday 6  July  - Crazy Wheel - Hallth

Saturday 7  June  - The Long Hornsth
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CHAIR YOGA

It’s time to get motivated!!

Chair Yoga every Wednesday
at 10am.

Come along and have a go, we
hope to see you there!

Contact: Tracey 5140 1333 or 0488 035 133
Email: dargoch3862@gmail.com

Gold coin donation welcome

Community Library

Jigsaw Puzzle Group

The Dargo Community House offers a wide
selection of books and DVDs available for free

hire.

Library is open Wednesday to Friday
9am to 4pm.

Library is available to everyone in the community.

Come along and join in on Tuesday mornings
from 10:30am onwards and take part in jigsaw

puzzle fun with the ladies.

Everyone is welcome!

June

May
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On behalf of the Dargo Community
House, we extend our sincere thanks
to the following local businesses for
generously donating items for
auctioning at the Biggest Morning Tea
held last Thursday at the Community
House. 

Dargo Hotel - Helen & Hally
Dargo General Store - Rachael & Grant
Dargo River Inn - Kelly & Termite

25th     Warren Peters
26th     Karen Garvey
28th     Reece Guy-Watson
31st      Eilysh Websdale

June

3rd      Christine Bila
             Paddy Eldred
6th      Emily Theodorou
8th      Sue Sherritt
9th      Edward Paul
11th     Damian Lee
              Blaire Theodorou
17th     Cameron McWaters
              Bella Healey
18th     Jazmyn Websdale
20th     Siarra Peters
24th     Rebecca Ellis
              Rick Peters
25th     Barclay Stephens
              Vicki Stobo
26th     Donna Blackmore

3rd      Andrew & Janina Kee



Continuation of The strange mystery of the Button Man and the Victorian 
Alpine Park disappearances

The Strange Victoria Alps disappearances

Russell Hill and Carol Clay

Russell Hill burnt out truck and campsite

Russell Hill, 74, and Carol Clay, 73, disappeared on March 20, 2020, from their campsite on Dry
River Track, Wonnangatta. 

In November 2021, remains were found in bushland in Grant's historic area, about 9 miles (15km)
northwest of Dargo.

The dense bushland is about 31 miles (50km) from the campsite in the Wonnangatta Valley, where
Russell Hill and Carol Clay were last seen in 2020.

In February 2022, Forensic testing confirmed that the remains found were Russell Hill and Carol
Clay.

Although the authorities questioned the Button Man, he was dismissed as a suspect. 

Then, 56-year-old Greg Lynn, a former airline pilot, was arrested and charged with murdering
Russell and Carol in November 2021. He has been sentenced to 32 years behind bars, four 
months after he was convicted of murdering missing camper Carol Clay.  Lynn, 58, was sentenced
in the Victorian Supreme Court after a jury in June found him guilty of killing Clay, 73 and was
acquitted of murdering Russell Hill.
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Niels Becker

On October 24, 2019, Niels Becker, 39, an experienced bushwalker, went missing on a solo five-
day hike in Victoria’s Alpine National Park, which he had prepared for months. Police said Mr
Becker was well equipped for the hike and familiar with the area.
He left the Upper Jamieson Hut on October 24. He sent a message to his family from Vallejo
Gantner Hut two days later that he was heading to his car at Mount Stirling, roughly six or seven
hours away, depending on the route.
The last confirmed sighting was by the Button-Man, who told police he saw him in his area. The
track took him past the Button-Man’s camp. This is not surprising as his camp is at a spot known
as the Cross-Roads, where bushwalkers in the know head because it is one of the few places with
good radio reception.
Police used over 70 people to search for Niels but with no luck. Senior Sergeant Keegan said
police had a few theories about what had happened to Becker, "There were some very cold
nights ... hypothermia may have kicked in. But he may very well have walked out of that search
area, or perhaps foul play or something more mysterious was involved.

Niels Becker

Conrad Whitlock

No one knows why Conrad Whitlock, 72, drove into the High Country in July 2019, nor why he left
his white BMW in darkness on the side of Mount Buller Road along with his jacket, mobile phone
and keys.
Conrad, from Sandhurst, south of Melbourne, was last seen by his wife as they climbed into bed
at about 11.30 pm before she awoke at 5.30 am to find him gone.  He failed to arrive for work the
next day, raising concerns about his whereabouts.

Conrad Whitlock
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Victorian Police Inspector David Brown said officers
found the car in working condition and had Whitlock's
jacket, mobile phone and keys inside. Inspector Brown
said, “At the moment, there is nothing to indicate a
reason for the vehicle to have stopped; the vehicle had
the keys with it, it started, and it had fuel, so as to why Mr
Whitlock has gone away from the vehicle at this stage we
simply don’t know”.  

If he had a medical episode (he had been suffering from
unexplained headaches), surely he would have finished
only metres from the road, or if it was a bizarre suicide,
then a note for his family would seem likely. One theory is
he left his warm car for a toilet stop and decided he didn’t
need a jacket for such a quick break.

Conrad Whitlock abandoned BMW

David Prideaux

David Prideaux, 50, former Barwon Prison governor, was a passionate bush hunter, and on
June 5, 2011, he went deer hunting with his brother-in-law in Victoria's Alpine National Park.
He has not been seen since. 

Despite several searches of the area months after his disappearance, there was no trace of
Prideaux or any of his belongings.

There were many theories, including that he was killed over the murder of drug dealer Carl
Williams, who had been ambushed and murdered inside Barwon more than a year before
David disappeared. Still, a hitman was unlikely to creep up on an experienced hunter. 
Media reports also raised the possibility Prideaux had sensitive police files, including
allegations of police corruption when he went missing.

The coroner also ruled out suggestions David faked his death after several reported sightings
over the years, including in the Western Australian town of Broome. The inquest into his
death heard investigators had meticulously combed over Prideaux's bank accounts, but they
had not been touched since he vanished. Similar searches of his mobile phone records and
Centrelink, Medicare, Australia Post and betting agencies had also failed to trace a link.
The coroner found it likely that Prideaux died from a serious accident in the national park or
a medical cause, and there was nothing to suggest he met with foul play. The coroner was
satisfied he is dead, but the cause is unknown.

David Prideaux
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Warren Meyer, 57, disappeared from Dom Dom Saddle, Fernshaw, on March 23, 2008. 
For Meyer, an experienced bushwalker, the four-hour Easter Sunday hike was easy. The
weather was fine, and he was equipped with a phone, GPS, and food and water - yet he was
never heard from again. 

Warren had set off at 7.45 am and arranged to meet his wife and some friends for lunch. He
failed to show, and his car was found parked and locked in the Dom Dom Saddle car park
later that afternoon.

Meyer ran a successful civil engineering consultancy business in Elwood and had been
planning for retirement.

There were reports of semi-automatic gunfire heard in the area on the morning Warren went
missing and that a large marijuana crop was found during the search for him. An escaped
involuntary psychiatric patient with homicidal thoughts was found roaming near the track
where Meyer had been walking.

Despite being investigated by local police, the Missing Persons Unit and the Homicide
Squad, no trace of him has ever been found.

Despite the attention the disappearance garnered, the case went cold. In December 2017,
Coroner John Olle concluded that Mr Meyer had died of “unknown causes” and that “no
further investigation” was required.

Warren Meyer

Warren Meyer
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This is the last entry written by Dargo School students that I have
from “The Gap”. The Bairnsdale Historical Society found them for
me. It is interesting to note that the articles are written by
members of well-known Dargo families. 

Please let Tracey know if you have any old (very old!) copies of the 
magazine. 

 Peter Geer.

Many thanks to Peter Geer for providing these copies over the past
few months—they have been a real pleasure to read and, I'm sure, a
nostalgic trip down memory lane for many.

THE GAP 
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You know winter is getting close when
the cattle start coming down from the

High Plains.  This lot
arrived in Dargo on Friday 2  May late

in the afternoon. 

nd

Get Techy Get Ready Workshop
On Wednesday 7  May we had Tamika and Jenna from the
Wellington Shire Council come and deliver a very informative
workshop.  The workshop covered emergency apps for mobile
phones and tablets and how to use them.  A great morning was
had by all, thank you to all who attended. 

th

.......................

Dargo Community House Subsidised Firewood Program
If you meet at least 3 of the following criteria, you may be eligible for this program.

Criteria: 
Unable to drive, or do not own a vehicle 
Be on a pension and experiencing financial hardship 
Have limited or no family or friends able to collect firewood for you
Be physically unable to collect firewood for yourself

The process:
 If you qualify for this program, you will need to contribute 50% of the cost of a load
 of firewood.

Dargo Community House will pay for the remaining 50%.

The person supplying firewood will need to invoice the Dargo Community House for the total

cost of a load. The client will pay their 50% to the Community House.

Limitations: 
Deliveries must occur at intervals no shorter than five weeks apart 
Maximum of 3 deliveries per household per year.

(The supply of firewood under this program MUST be done legally. Dargo Community House

will NOT support the illegal collection and sale of any firewood.)

Contact Tracey at the Dargo Community House for more information – 5140 1333 or

0488 035 133.

High
Country

Cattle
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Biggest Morning Tea

We had a wonderful day on Thursday, 22nd May at the Community House celebrating the Cancer
Council’s Biggest Morning Tea. We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to everyone who joined us
on the day, as well as those who generously donated but couldn’t attend.

With your incredible support, we were able to raise $730.80 for the Cancer Council. These funds will go
directly toward vital cancer research, prevention programs, and support services for those affected by
cancer.

Events like these remind us of the power of community and the difference we can make together.
Thank you once again for your generosity and support.

Congratulations to Sarah Carr who won the Hamper raffle .
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Community Bank Maffra & District is celebrating 10 years of Community Banking. 

To celebrate 10 years of Community Banking a free family fun day was held on 4th may 
alongside the Maffra Rotary market. It was great weather thankfully and a great turn out. 

 

Come and be involved in our 10th birthday celebrations. We will be hosting morning tea at 
11am everyday in the branch from 26th – 30th May. With a big birthday cake on 28th. And to 
finish the week off a Free community Sausage sizzle at the rotunda in Maffra on Saturday 
31st may. 

10 years of community banking is only possible with the support of our community, great 
staff and the volunteers on the board of Directors. It is with their hard work and commitment 
that the Community Bank Maffra & District has gone from strength to strength. Through this 
period the Community Bank has Contributed $1 million back into the community through 
sponsorships, grants and donations. 

There are more empty houses in the world than there are homeless people.

A dead body might still move a little even hours after dying

You can’t read or tell the time in a dream

People with mental problems, including psychopaths, often say their favorite colour is blue.

Only two days in your life aren’t 24 hours long - your birth day and the day you die.

On average, we unknowingly pass by 14 murderers in our lifetime

Your brain can make up fake memories that feel totally real.

Facts you may not know or perhaps don’t want to know!!

Disneyland’s famous Pirates of the Caribbean ride used real skeletons.

Refrigerators are magnetic because kids used to die inside them. Before 1956,
refrigerators could only be opened from the outside.

Dargo Bush Bulletin Friday 23rd May 2025

Page 17



Dargo Bush Bulletin Friday 23rd May 2025

Page 18



Dargo Bush Bulletin Friday 23rd May 2025

Page 19



RECIPE
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Mongolian Ground Beef and Noodles

Mongolian Ground Beef and Noodles is a flavorful
dinner that’s ready in 30 minutes! This dish
combines tender noodles, savory ground beef and a
sweet and tangy Asian-inspired sauce for a meal
that’s as comforting as it is delicious!

Prep Time: 10minutes 
Cook Time: 20minutes 
Total Time: 30minutes 
Servings:4 people
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An attorney called and asked to speak to his client, a wealthy art collector.
He said, “Matt, I have some good news and I have some bad news.”

The art collector replied, “You know, I’ve had an absolutely rotten day, Jack, so let’s hear the good
news first.”

The lawyer said, “Well, I met with your wife today, and she informed me that she has invested only
$5,000 in two very nice pictures that she thinks will bring somewhere between 15 to 20 million

dollars, and I think she might be right.”
Matt perked up and replied, “Amazing! My wife is such a brilliant businesswoman, isn’t she? You’ve

just made my day. Now, I know I can handle the bad news. What is it?”
“The pictures are of you and your secretary.”

A really huge muscular guy with a bad stutter walks up to a counter in a department store and
asks, “W-w-w-where’s the m-m-m-men’s dep-p-p-partment?”

The clerk behind the counter just looks at him and says nothing.
The man repeats himself, “W-w-w-where’s the m-m-m-men’s dep-p-p-partment?”

Again, no answer.
After several tries, the guy storms off in frustration.

A customer behind him asks the clerk, “Why wouldn’t you answer his question?”
The clerk replies, “D-d-d-do you th-th-th-think I w-w-w-want to get b-b-b-beat up?!!

One night, a priest is talking to God in his dreams…
The priest asks, “Dear Lord, what is a thousand years for you?”

God answers, “My son, for me it’s just one minute.”
The priest asks, “And what is a million dollars for you?”

God answers, “Oh, that’s just a few cents.”
The priest asks, “Dear God, will you gift me a few cents?”

And God says: “Sure, my son. Wait a minute.

A couple is discussing home finances shortly after the wedding.
She: “Now that we’re married, I think you should quit playing golf. The savings will be substantial in

the long run, and if we sell all your golf clubs, we could buy some new furniture.”
He: “You’re talking like my ex-wife.”

She: “Ex-wife?! You never told me you were married before.”
He: “I wasn’t.”

Mick was walking along in the outback when he came across his neighbor Bruce who had a sheep
under each arm:

“G’day Bruce, you shearing?”
“Nah mate, get your own. These beauties are for me!



"Guess the Item" Competition – Win a Prize!

Think you’ve got a sharp eye? Here’s your chance to show off your skills and win a great prize!

How to Participate:
Take a close look at the mystery item pictured below.

Guess what the item is!
Submit your answer to Tracey via email at dargoch3862@gmail.com or by phone on

5140 1333 or 0488 035 133.

The First Correct Answer Wins!
Don’t miss out – the winner will be announced in next month’s bulletin! 

If no winner another clue will be supplied until item is revealed.
Good luck, and happy guessing!

Terms and conditions apply. One entry per person per month.

Page 22

New Quiz

This competition is proudly sponsored by Bunnings
Warehouse - Bairnsdale

The TV Management Group
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Winner - Rita McMahon
Bunnings $20 Gift Voucher

Piano  Clue: Sparked by pressure 

Also guessed correctly by:  
Emile Theodorou
Jackie Abrehart

As many of you are aware, the TV tower at Mt. Thompson has been experiencing ongoing power
issues over the past few months. In an effort to resolve the problem, we have replaced both the
batteries and solar panels. We would like to extend our sincere thanks to the Dargo Bush Nursing
Centre for generously donating the solar panel, which has now been installed at the tower.

Currently, the TV service is operating during the day but not at night. While the cause of this
remains unclear, we are now proceeding with plans to replace the transmitter and  antenna.

The estimated lead time for the new equipment is 4 to 6 weeks. During this period, we cannot
guarantee that the tower will remain operational.

We are doing the best we can to get the tower back up and running as soon as possible.
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Last month’s solutions

Crossword Solution from 25th April Sudoku Solution from 25th April

SUDOKU

Results of this Sudoku puzzle will be in next
month’s edition of the bulletin
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CROSSWORD
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BUILDING

Deposit                                         $ 100.00
This is refunded when hall is returned in a clean state

FULL DAY HIRE OF HALL         $ 120.00
(Excluding Kitchen & Meeting Room) 24 HRS 

HALF DAY HIRE OF HALL         $ 60.00
(Excluding Kitchen & Meeting Room) <6 HRS 

KITCHEN HIRE ONLY                 $ 30.00

MEETING ROOM HIRE ONLY  $ 30.00

MEETING ROOM HIRE ONLY $ 20.00
(Local Comm Groups/Com) 

Contact Us
Email:

 Dargopublichall@outlook.com
President

 Name: Emily Theodorou
 Phone: 0417 747 937

Secretary:
 Name: Meg Traill

 Phone: 0429 583 196
Treasurer:
Name: TBC

  

Catering available on request.

Eg: Spit roast, BBQ food, finger
food, sandwiches and cakes.

Rates Vary

 

Please contact one of our committee
 members for further information.

SUPPLIES

TRESTLE TABLE HIRE                $ 10.00 ea 

CHAIR HIRE                                  $ 2.00 ea 

PEWS                                              $ 5.00 ea 

FULL SIZE SPIT                            $ 80.00
 *Gas bottle not supplied
 **Deposit                                     $ 20.00 

BAIN MARIE                                  $ 25.00
*Deposit                                        $ 15.00 

Rubbish removal                        $ 20.00 
                                                 per wheelie bin

DARGO HALL HIRE RATES 
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Your Local Qualified Pest Controller making your home safe and sound .
Specialising in Spiders, Flies, Mozzies, Fleas, termites, mice & rats. 

Phone or email Scott on:
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Advertise Here

If you, or someone you know would like to advertise
in this community newsletter, please contact the

Dargo Community House on                  
Ph: 5140 1333 or Mobile: 0488 035 133

Email: dargoch3862@gmail.com for more
information

 

Dargo Bush Bulletin
Advertising Fees

Page Size Price

                                           
1/4 Page                              $10.00
1/2 Page                             $15.00
Full Page                             $25.00

Business Card                   $5.00    

Local Community Groups receive 
the first 2 pages free of charge

per edition

Dargo Tip Times

Wednesdays  1pm - 4pm
Saturdays  1pm - 5pm
Sundays  10am - 3pm
Public Holidays  10am - 3pm
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